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"Those  will  not  look  fortvard  to  their 
posterity  who  never  look  backward  to 
their  ancestors” — Burke. 


iwfcMAY-0CT0BERi936 


The  Tercentenary  Poster 


Roger  Williams  Monument,  Roger  Williams  Park,  Providence 
By  Franklin  K.  Simmons — Unveiled  1877 


The  figure  as  here  shown  was  the  central  design  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Tercentenary  3 -cent  Tost  age  Stamp. 
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THE  ORIGIN  OF  THE  NAME 
RHODE  ISLAND 


By  Howard  M.  Chapin 
Librarian  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society 


np  HE  first  mention  of  the  name  Rhode  Island  or  any  of  its  variations 
in  connection  with  Narragansett  Bay  is  in  the  letter  of  Giovanni 
da  Verrazzano,  the  explorer,  dated  July  8,  IS 24,  in  which  he  refers  to 
an  island  near  the  mouth  of  Narragansett  Bay,  and  likens  the  island  to 
the  Island  of  Rhodes  in  the  Mediterranean.  The  fact  that  Verrazzano 
probably  referred  to  Block  Island  rather  than  to  Aquidneck  is  of  no 
great  moment,  the  point  being  that  he  applied  the  name  to  one  of  the 
islands  in  this  vicinity  and  that  this  fact  was  known  in  England  for  it 
had  been  printed  in  English  long  before  the  Pilgrims  came  to 
New  England.  This  letter  was  printed  in  Italian  in  155  6  and  in  English 
in  15  82,  and  again  in  1600,  so  that  it  may  be  considered  as  easily 
accessible  to  the  early  settlers  before  they  left  England. 

The  earliest  recorded  use  of  the  name  by  the  English  colonists  is 
in  1637,  when  Roger  Williams  wrote  “at  Aquednetick,  called  by  us 
Rode  Island.”  It  may  be  well  to  note  that  the  Italian  text  is  “isola  di 
Rhode,”  while  the  English  text  is  “Ilande  of  the  Rodes.”  Williams 
still  spelled  the  name  without  the  “h”  in  1666,  when  he  explained, 
"Rode  Island  (in  the  Greeke  language)  is  an  lie  of  Roses.” 

The  name  was  first  officially  applied  to  the  island  on  March  13, 
1644  in  these  words:  "Aquethneck  shall  be  henceforth  called  the 
He  of  Rods  or  Rhod-Island.”  The  name  "Isle  of  Rodes”  is  found  used 
in  a  legal  document  as  late  as  1646.  In  1663  the  name  Rhode  Island 
was  applied  to  the  whole  colony. 


H>tate  of  3R.fjotie  Jslanb  attb  $3robibence  Plantations 


&  proclamation 

By  His  Excellency,  Theodore  Francis  Green,  Governor 


WHEREAS,  in  1636  Roger  Williams  and  a  small  band  of  followers  came  in  exile  to  establish 
on  our  shores  a  new  community,  later  to  be  called  "The  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence 
Plantations,”  and  now  in  1936,  three  hundred  years  later,  the  people  of  this  State  propose  to  com¬ 
memorate  and  to  celebrate  by  various  fitting  exercises  and  remembrances  the  tercentennial  anni¬ 
versary  of  that  far-reaching  event,  and 

WHEREAS,  out  of  favor  with  the  forces  of  intolerance,  Roger  Williams  became  in  his  mature 
stature  an  enemy  of  bigotry  and  a  champion  of  truth  and  freedom,  and  in  this  spirit  established 
here  under  God  the  first  truly  democratic  state,  one  where  the  equality  of  men  and  their  natural 
rights  in  the  manner  of  worship  and  the  details  of  government  were  recognized,  where  all  men 
fairly  associated  together  for  the  good  of  all,  and  where  each  man  was  free  in  his  heart  and 
soul,  and  it  is  this  spirit,  suffusing  the  history  of  our  State,  inspiring  the  foundations  of  our 
Federal  Government  and  shining  uniquely  as  an  ideal  beacon  in  the  world  at  large,  that  we  would 
primarily  celebrate  in  the  twelve  months  to  come: 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  I,  Theodore  Francis  Green,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  Plantations  do  proclaim 

1936  RHODE  ISLAND’S  TERCENTENARY 

and  do  invite  all  to  join  us  during  this  year  in  enjoying  and  celebrating  the  fruits  of  that  lively 
experiment  undertaken  three  hundred  years  ago  "that  a  most  flourishing  civil  state  may  stand  and 
best  be  maintained  with  full  liberty  in  religious  concernments.” 

I  invite  our  sons  and  daughters  who  have  gone  elsewhere  and  our  friends  old  and  new  of  other 
states  and  countries  to  visit  us  here;  not  merely  because  of  our  three  hundredth  birthday,  but  as 
well  because  Rhode  Island  is  a  fair  and  good  land,  a  favored  part  of  rugged  New  England,  sharing 
a  part  of  that  sea-swept  coast  which  challenged  the  newcomers  to  America.  It  has  its  own 
unequalled  beaches,  its  woodlands,  lakes  and  countryside  of  a  variety  and  quality  of  beauty  far 
greater  than  its  actual  size  would  justify.  Here,  around  the  shores  of  Narragansett  Bay,  the 
visitor  will  discover  that  refreshment  and  that  ingenuity  which  have  made  Rhode  Island  famed 
throughout  the  world  as  a  resort,  as  an  industrial  power,  and  as  a  seat  of  intellectual  and  artistic 
endeavor. 

I  invite  also  our  fellow-citizens  of  this  State  to  recall  and  by  their  deeds  to  refreshen  the 
spiritual  values  of  Rhode  Island’s  great  past:  that  we  may,  in  these  times  of  uncertaintly  and 
experiment,  take  renewed  vigor  from  the  daring,  the  integrity,  the  truth-seeking,  and  the  unre¬ 
mitting  tolerance  which  characterized  our  founders.  Let  us  celebrate  the  great  men  and  days  of 
our  past,  not  only  in  the  pride  of  what  has  been  done,  but  as  well  in  the  consciousness  of  what  we 
are  because  of  them,  and  in  the  faith  of  what,  more  nearly  approaching  their  ideals,  we  may  yet 
become. 

IN  TESTIMONY  WHEREOF,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
caused  the  seal  of  the  State  to  be  affixed  this  first  day  of 
January  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  thirty-six,  and  of  Independence  the  one  hundred  sixtieth. 


Secretary  of  State 


THE  RHODE  ISLAND  TERCENTENARY 


URING  1936,  particularly  in  the  recreational  months 
from  May  to  October  inclusive,  Rhode  Island  observed 
the  Tercentenary  of  its  founding  in  1636  by  Roger 
Williams. 


It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  this  event,  whose  three  hundredth 
anniversary  reminded  the  world  of  the  first  establishment  of  a 
government  "Only  in  civil  things”,  should  have  been  accomplished 
at  a  time  not  now  known,  by  a  man  of  whose  place  of  birth,  age, 
time  and  place  of  death  there  now  exists  no  record. 

For  while  it  now  is  well  established  that  Roger  Williams  was 
the  son  of  James  Williams,  citizen  and  merchant  tailor  of  London 
and  of  his  wife  Alice,  nee  Pemberton,  residing  in  Cow  Lane  on 
Snow  Hill  without  Newgate  in  London,  the  third  of  four  children 
in  a  family  well  to  do  and  related  to  genteel  families  on  the 
mother’s  side,  the  Great  London  Fire  of  1666  destroyed  the  records 
of  the  parish  of  St.  Sepulchre  and  with  them  all  clues  to  the 
birthplace  and  the  birth  dates  of  the  children  of  James. 


Of  his  death  there  now  exists  only  the  reference  in  a  letter 
from  John  Thorndike  of  Providence  to  Rev.  Samuel  Hubbard 
under  date  of  May  10,  1683,  where  he  says  "The  Lord  hath 
arrested  by  death  our  ancient  and  approved  friend,  Mr.  Roger 
Williams,  with  divers  others  here.”  Thus  his  death  occurred 
probably  at  Providence  Plantations,  where  he  founded  a  State, 
sometime  between  January  16  of  that  year,  the  day  on  which  he 
wrote  a  letter  on  the  Pawtuxet  lands  controversy  and  May  10. 


Of  the  date  of  that  founding  we  know  only  that  it  was 
in  late  spring  or  early  summer,  for  he  and  the  few  companions 
who  had  joined  him  at  the  spring  still  flowing  and  until  this 
Tercentenary  in  its  original  condition  in  East  Providence,  had 
planted  their  crops  when  they  received  warning  that  they  were 
yet  within  the  claimed  limits  of  Plymouth  Colony  and  were 
forced  to  move  to  "the  spring  beside  the  Mooshassuck”  where  they 
finally  settled. 
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"The  new  settlement”,  said  Williams,  "from  the  freedom 
and  vacancy  of  the  place  and  many  other  Providences  of  the 
Most  High  and  Only  Wise,  I  called  Providence.” 

Like  the  spring  at  his  first  settlement  in  East  Providence,  the 
spring  beside  which  Williams  built  his  home  is  still  flowing  in  a 
setting  of  marble  and  turf,  a  heritage  to  the  people  of  Providence 
forever,  through  the  munificence  of  a  representative  of  an  ancient 
race  which  found  in  Rhode  Island  the  refuge  denied  them  in 
other  colonies. 

At  the  celebration  of  the  250th  anniversary  of  Providence 
in  1886  the  date  of  the  settlement  was  accepted  from  tradition 
as  June  and  the  anniversary  events  were  held  on  June  23  and  24. 
The  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  Commission,  appointed  on  behalf 
of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  to  "plan, 
prepare,  supervise  and  carry  out  a  suitable  observance  of  the  three 
hundredth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  Rhode  Island  by  Roger 
Williams”,  chose  for  the  opening  date  of  the  Tercentenary  May  4, 
the  160th  anniversary  of  the  Rhode  Island  Declaration  of  Inde¬ 
pendence,  first  official  replacement  of  the  authority  of  King  George 
III  of  England  by  that  of  the  Colony,  by  any  of  the  English 
colonies  in  America. 

The  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  Commission  was  created  by 
House  Resolution  H-507,  approved  May  31  at  the  Special  May 
Session  of  the  General  Assembly  in  1935.  Under  this  resolution 
it  was  to  be  a  bi-partisan  body,  the  Governor  appointing  three 
representative  citizens,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  as  President  of 
the  Senate,  two  Senators,  one  from  each  party;  and  the  Speaker 
of  the  House,  two  Representatives,  one  from  each  party. 

Governor  Theodore  Francis  Green  appointed  Very  Rev. 
Lorenzo  C.  McCarthy,  O.  P.,  President  of  Providence  College; 
Mr.  John  Nicholas  Brown  of  Newport,  Mr.  Ira  Lloyd  Letts  of 
Providence.  Lieutenant  Governor  Robert  E.  Quinn  appointed 
Senator  Alfred  G.  Chaffee  of  Scituate  and  Senator  Joseph  P.  Dunn 
of  Portsmouth.  Speaker  William  E.  Reddy  appointed  Represen¬ 
tatives  James  H.  Kiernan  and  Frank  E.  Ballou,  both  of  Providence. 

No  thought  of  politics  ever  entered  the  discussions  of  the 
Commission  and  it  has  remained  to  the  end  a  completely  har¬ 
monious  body,  carrying  through  most  successfully  its  own  pro¬ 
gram  along  lines  which  through  early  agreement  with  the  other 
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two  major  bodies  planning  Tercentenary  events,  supplemented 
and  complemented  their  planned  courses. 

The  Commission  organized  in  August,  1935,  electing  Presi¬ 
dent  McCarthy  as  chairman  and  Horace  G.  Belcher  of  Warwick 
as  executive  secretary.  In  mid-summer  of  the  Tercentenary  year, 
1936,  President  McCarthy  ended  his  term  as  head  of  Providence 
College  and  was  transferred,  to  the  general  regret  of  Rhode 
Islanders  of  every  creed  and  station,  to  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 
While  he  retained  his  interest  in  the  execution  of  the  program 
he  had  been  so  active  in  planning  and  carrying  out,  Mr.  Ballou 
was  elected  vice  chairman  and  acting  head,  on  nomination  of 
Mr.  Kiernan,  House  leader  of  the  opposing  majority  party. 

On  its  organization  the  State  Tercentenary  Commission 
found  another  body  with  State-wide  representation,  functioning. 
This  was  the  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  Tercente¬ 
nary  Committee,  Inc.  an  unofficial,  chartered  organization  grow¬ 
ing  out  of  a  movement  originating  five  years  previously  in  the 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society.  Its  aim  was  to  assure  a  suitable 
celebration  of  the  anniversary,  but  this  movement,  although  long 
organized,  had  made  comparatively  little  progress. 

This  citizens  committee,  commonly  termed  the  Tercentenary 
Jubilee  Committee  to  distinguish  it  from  the  State  Commission 
— the  similarity  of  official  names  being  so  marked  as  to  cause 
endless  confusion — was  reorganized  with  former  U.  S.  Federal 
Judge  Ira  Lloyd  Letts,  also  a  member  of  the  State  Commission, 
at  its  head  and  a  drive  for  funds  and  membership  was  started. 
Its  success  was  less  than  had  been  hoped  for,  but  the  committee 
raised  something  more  than  $61,000. 

Allotments  from  these  funds  were  made  to  sectional  com¬ 
mittees  created  in  its  enlargement  to  plan  and  carry  out  town  or 
sectional  celebrations.  Under  their  direction  many  of  the  older 
towns  held  many  most  successful  events,  a  large  number  of  his¬ 
toric  sites  and  buildings  were  marked,  exhibits  of  historic  or  civic 
interest  were  held  and  much  was  accomplished  reminding  citizens 
of  the  present,  of  their  heritage  from  the  past. 

The  Jubilee  Committee  had  instituted  a  competition  for  a 
design  of  a  commemorative  half-dollar  to  be  minted  by  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  at  several  mints  and  to  be  sold  by  the  committee  at  the 
usual  premium  of  double  its  monetary  value.  As  the  State  Com- 
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mission  had  from  the  beginning  determined  to  enter  into  no 
commercial  transactions,  and  as  the  Jubilee  Committee  proposed 
to  devote  its  profits  from  the  sale  of  coins  toward  the  expenses  of 
town  celebrations,  it  was  agreed  between  the  State  Commission 
and  the  Jubilee  Committee  that  the  committee  should  thus  handle 
the  Tercentenary  coin,  while  the  State  Commission  arranged  for 
the  Tercentenary  postage  stamp. 

The  coin  was  issued  on  March  5,  the  stamp  on  May  4,  the 
opening  date  of  the  celebration.  Each  is  described  under  separate 
headings. 

The  Jubilee  Committee  issued  and  sold  an  excellent  large 
historical  map  of  Rhode  Island,  drawn  by  William  A.  Perry,  a 
draftsman  of  the  State  Planning  Board. 

The  Jubilee  Committee  financed  the  Olympic  swimming 
trials  at  Rocky  Point,  July  10-12,  offered  prizes  for  the  Tercente¬ 
nary  rifle  shoots  at  the  State  Range  at  Rumford,  bought  the  land 
on  which  the  Roger  Williams  spring  in  East  Providence  is  located, 
thus  making  possible  the  dedication  of  this  historic  spot  as  a  public 
park,  the  East  Providence  committee  raising  an  equal  sum  for 
laying  out  the  grounds. 

The  committee  conducted  at  the  Cranston  Street  Armory, 
in  September  a  largely  attended  and  most  successful  Industrial 
Exposition  in  which  the  methods  of  Colonial  times  were  shown 
with  old  time  tools  and  workmen  beside  the  modern  ones. 

Through  its  sponsorship,  with  material  aid  from  Miss  Caroline 
Hazard  of  Peace  Dale,  former  head  of  Wellesley  College,  the 
Jubilee  Committee  published  in  close  imitation  of  its  original 
format,  an  edition  of  Roger  Williams’  "Key  to  the  Language  of 
America”,  the  pioneer  study  of  the  language  and  customs  of  the 
New  England  Indian.  This  was  issued  by  a  committee  including 
Howard  M.  Chapin,  Librarian  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical 
Society;  Miss  Caroline  Hazard;  William  Davis  Miller,  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Providence  Public  Library;  Clarence 
E.  Sherman,  Librarian  of  the  Providence  Public  Library;  Rush 
Sturges  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Library;  Dr.  Lawrence  C. 
Wroth,  Librarian  of  the  John  Carter  Brown  Library  of  Brown 
University;  and  Miss  Alice  Bray  ton. 

The  edition  followed  as  closely  as  type  would  permit,  was 
printed  in  London  in  1643,  the  book  being  written  by  Williams 
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while  on  a  voyage  from  Providence  Plantations  to  England,  for  a 
charter  for  his  settlement.  The  Committee  also  contributed  about 
$15,000,  making  possible  the  start  of  work  on  the  long  delayed 
memorial  to  Roger  Williams,  in  Providence.  It  also  helped  defray 
the  cost  of  several  Providence  events.  Early  in  1937  the  Jubilee 
Committee  published  a  well  written  book  on  its  activity,  for 
distribution  to  its  workers. 

With  the  State  Commission  planning  a  program  largely  edu¬ 
cational,  with  features  of  permanence  like  the  unique  and  much 
praised  road  markers  and  the  Jubilee  Committee  organizing  the 
towns,  Providence,  site  of  the  original  settlement,  organized  the 
Providence  Tercentenary  Committee,  appointed  from  the  City 
Council  to  arrange  a  fitting  celebration  for  the  second  city  in 
New  England. 

This  committee  was  headed  by  Councilman  David  A.  Dorgan 
and  soon  announced  an  ambitious  program  under  a  director.  The 
opening  event  on  May  4,  the  date  set  by  the  State  Commission  for 
inaugurating  the  Tercentenary,  was  a  representation  of  the  session 
at  the  old  State  House  at  Providence,  of  the  General  Assembly  at 
which  the  Rhode  Island  Declaration  of  Independence  was  passed. 
Planned  by  Colonial  Dames  and  sponsored  by  the  committee,  this 
was  followed  by  the  "Fashion  Festival”  at  Brown  Stadium  during 
the  week  of  June  8. 

This  mis-named  event,  in  reality  a  cycle  of  the  years,  was  a 
brilliant  and  pleasing  spectacle  directed  by  men  of  long  and  suc¬ 
cessful  experience  in  such  affairs,  but  through  a  variety  of  causes 
the  results  were  a  financial  disappointment.  The  Colonial  costume 
ball  at  Cranston  Street  armory  on  May  28  drew  a  large  crowd 
with  inadequate  return  and  the  Olympic  trials  at  Brown  Stadium 
on  July  4  also  disappointed  financially. 

The  direct  result  of  the  failure  of  these  events  to  produce 
the  anticipated  revenue,  combined  with  exhaustion  of  its  appro¬ 
priation,  made  necessary  the  cessation  of  its  activities,  which  were 
to  have  included  an  historic  pageant  "Soul  of  Liberty”,  planned 
for  production  at  Roger  Williams  Park  with  3000  participants. 

The  Cape  Cod  cottage  built  by  the  committee  on  the  lawn  at 
City  Hall  Park  overlooking  the  Mall  in  front  of  the  railroad  station, 
was  kept  open  as  an  information  station,  being  serviced  with 
literature  by  the  State  Commission.  Meanwhile  the  activities  of 
the  Providence  Committee  came  to  an  abrupt  end,  with  a  long 
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drawn  out  investigation  following;  ending  in  discharge  of  the 
committee. 

Early  in  the  Tercentenary  the  Providence  Committee  designed 
and  sold  a  metal  automobile  plate  which  proved  very  popular. 
This  showed  the  landing  of  Roger  Williams  at  Slate  Rock,  as  given 
on  the  city  seal  of  Providence. 

The  Providence  Tercentenary  Corporation,  incorporated 
December  24,  1935  by  the  Providence  Committee  to  handle  con¬ 
tracts,  prepared  and  late  in  1936  issued  a  book  of  the  Tercentenary 
entitled  "Official  Chronicle  and  Tribute  Book  of  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  Plantations.”  The  Corporation  was  composed  of 
Col.  Joseph  Samuels,  Percival  O.  De  St.  Aubin,  Carl  B.  Marshall, 
Michael  F.  Dooley  and  Dr.  Angelo  M.  Parente.  No  criticism 
rested  on  the  corporation. 

The  State  Commission 

The  Tercentenary  program  of  the  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary 
Commission  was  planned  not  as  the  celebration  of  a  transitory 
event,  but  for  its  permanent  value  to  the  people  of  the  State.  The 
program  was  largely  educational  and  its  major  expenditures  were 
for  objectives  of  lasting  worth. 

The  Commission’s  publications  were  in  wide  demand  the 
country  over,  with  many  requests  for  school  use;  its  unique  road 
markers  remain  as  a  lasting  memorial  to  the  event  and  to  the 
founders  of  the  State;  its  log  cabin  information  booths  will  be 
continued  in  service  for  years  to  come  in  the  natural  environment 
of  the  State  parks  and  forests;  its  welcoming  log  portals  still  stand 
at  the  State  border  beside  26  of  the  main  roads  entering  the  State. 

Its  showing  of  a  three  reel  motion  picture  of  the  history  of  the 
State  and  its  people,  continued  throughout  the  Tercentenary,  is 
now  carried  on  by  the  State  Department  of  Education.  Its  new 
historical  and  pictorial  map  of  Rhode  Island,  published  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  Department  of  Education,  is  in  every  room  of  every 
Rhode  Island  school  and  1000  copies,  framed  by  the  Commission, 
provide  at  least  one  for  each  school,  public,  parochial  and  private. 

For  general  distribution  at  its  log  cabins  and  elsewhere,  the 
Commission  provided  72,500  State  highway  maps. 

Not  all  of  its  funds  were  thus  spent  for  projects  which  remain 
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in  service  after  the  occasion  for  them  has  passed  into  memory,  but 
the  greater  part  were  thus  expended.  And  by  taking  advantage 
of  opportunities  afforded  by  existing  agencies  of  the  Federal  Gov¬ 
ernment,  the  Commission  is  able  to  return  to  the  State  Treasury 
a  very  considerable  balance  from  its  appropriation,  while  reporting 
completion  of  a  program  which  without  this  Federal  aid  could 
not  have  been  carried  out  for  less  than  double  the  amount  appro¬ 
priated  by  the  State. 

The  State  Tercentenary  Commission  built  and  serviced  the 
eight  log  cabins  used  as  information  booths  for  motorists,  on  main 
roads  of  the  State.  These  cabins  attracted  much  favorable  atten¬ 
tion  and  the  service  made  an  excellent  record.  At  the  end  of  their 
service,  these  cabins  were  turned  over  to  the  State  parks  and  forest 
service,  for  continued  use  there.  The  important  work  of  these 
cabins  is  described,  further  on. 

The  State  Commission  also  serviced  with  travel  or  other  litera¬ 
ture  on  the  State  and  the  section,  the  four  information  stations 
established  by  local  governments  or  other  agencies.  This  work  is 
described  under  a  special  heading,  later  in  the  report. 

The  Commission  made  and  placed  120  cement  and  aluminum 
road  markers  on  main  highways  where  town  lines  meet  and  also 
at  the  State  borders.  These  markers  were  widely  praised  for  their 
beauty,  novelty  and  their  continuous  usefulness,  being  absolutely 
unique.  They  are  described  under  another  heading,  including 
their  inscriptions  and  coats  of  arms. 

The  Commission  also  erected  the  log  portals  which  still  wel¬ 
come  the  motorist  at  the  State  border  on  36  of  the  roads  entering 
Rhode  Island.  These  are  planned  and  prepared  for  long  years  of 
service,  and  are  described  later  on. 

The  program  of  events  and  exhibits  throughout  the  State  for 
the  year  was  compiled  and  printed  by  the  State  Commission  in  an 
edition  of  75,000  with  three  revisions  as  changing  arrangements 
warranted.  This  was  distributed  from  many  divergent  sources. 

The  Commission  also  issued  the  official  poster  which  was  shown 
in  and  out  of  the  State,  its  appropriate  design  of  a  Puritan  attract¬ 
ing  attention  and  being  generally  taken  for  Roger  Williams,  the 
founder.  From  this  was  made  a  small  sticker  for  use  on  mail.  Of 
this  sticker  405,000  copies  were  privately  distributed,  the  sticker 
being  handled  by  a  local  firm,  with  official  sanction. 
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Its  first  publication  was  a  62 -page  history  of  the  State  and  its 
people,  called  “Rhode  Island’s  Historic  Background,  with  a  Rhode 
Island  Historical  Calendar.”  This  was  issued  in  an  edition  of  26,000 
for  free  distribution  and  went  all  over  these  United  States. 

The  Commission’s  second  publication  was  “Rhode  Island 
Boundaries,  1636-1936”  a  cloth-bound  book  with  six  maps,  on  a 
phase  of  Rhode  Island  history  now  covered  for  the  first  time. 
This  was  issued  in  an  edition  of  1000  copies,  largely  for  the  use  of 
college  and  public  libraries.  It  is  the  first  printed  account  of  the 
changes  in  size  and  boundaries  of  the  State  through  the  years  since 
its  founding. 

An  endowment  from  the  Commission  made  possible  the  com¬ 
pletion  at  Brown  University  of  five  miniature  models  built  to  scale, 
of  historic  Colonial  buildings — all  with  one  exception  being  in 
New  England  and  most  of  them  in  Rhode  Island — as  examples  of 
the  principal  trends  in  Colonial  architecture.  These  were  shown 
throughout  the  State  during  the  summer  months,  by  Brown  Uni¬ 
versity  and  the  Community  Art  Project  and  will  be  used  in  the 
courses  on  architecture  at  Brown. 

A  lecture  series  on  Rhode  Island  Birds  was  financed  by  the 
State  Commission  and  delivered  in  the  winter  of  1935-36  under 
auspices  of  the  Audubon  Society  of  Rhode  Island. 

The  State  Commission  did  much  for  Rhode  Island  Schools, 
both  public,  private  and  parochial.  Several  thousand  copies  of  the 
historical  map  issued  as  a  part  of  the  State  highway  map,  were  sent 
to  these  schools.  Late  in  the  Tercentenary  year  it  printed,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  State  Department  of  Education,  5000  copies  of 
a  new  historical  and  pictorial  map  of  the  State,  in  six  colors,  a 
number  sufficient  to  place  a  map  in  every  school  room. 

At  its  own  expense,  the  State  Commission  framed  1000  of 
these  maps  providing  a  framed  copy  for  every  school. 

Throughout  the  year  it  showed  in  schools  requesting  it,  a  fine 
three-reel  motion  picture  made  by  Providence  school  children 
and  illustrating  the  history  of  Rhode  Island  from  the  time  of  the 
Narragansett  Indians  to  the  passage  of  the  Rhode  Island  Declara¬ 
tion  of  Independence  in  1776.  At  the  end  of  this  service,  the 
Commission  handed  its  motion  picture  equipment  and  films  to  the 
State  Department  of  Education,  that  this  service  might  be  con¬ 
tinued  for  all  schools  desiring  it. 
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Its  contributions  made  possible  a  number  of  events,  including 
the  big  Firemen’s  Muster  in  Providence,  the  reunion  of  the  Society 
of  the  5  5  th  Division,  the  convention  of  the  National  Guard  Asso¬ 
ciation,  the  elaborate  program  of  the  dedication  of  the  State  Air¬ 
port  at  Hillsgrove  on  Decoration  Day,  and  others. 

One  of  its  last  services  was  the  appropriation  of  $2500  to  print 
the  History  of  the  103rd  Field  Artillery  During  the  World  War — 
the  glorious  record  of  one  of  the  finest  light  artillery  regiments  in 
the  A.  E.  F.  in  France — an  organization  which  grew  out  of  the 
Providence  Marine  Corps  of  Artillery,  which  organized  the  first 
light  battery  in  the  militia  of  the  United  States — an  organization 
which  throughout  the  World  War  remained  at  least  eighty  per 
cent  Rhode  Islanders. 

The  full  program  of  the  State  Tercentenary  Commission 
could  not  have  been  completed  without  the  cooperation  received 
from  the  Works  Progress  Administration.  With  the  aid  extended 
by  this  agency  of  the  Federal  Government  both  in  funds  and  per¬ 
sonnel,  the  Commission  was  able  to  accomplish  well  within  its 
appropriation  of  $30,000,  results  which  without  this  aid  could  not 
have  been  attained  for  less  than  twice  the  sum  made  available  by 
the  State. 

Mr.  J.  Burleigh  Cheney,  then  State  Director  of  the  WPA 
took  a  deep  personal  interest  in  the  Tercentenary  program  of  the 
Commission  and  himself  directed  the  efforts  of  his  agency  toward 
ensuring  its  success.  His  successor,  Mr.  Farrell  D.  Coyle,  continued 
this  cooperation  and  to  both  the  special  thanks  of  the  Commission 
are  due.  The  two  main  efforts  of  the  Commission — the  Tercente¬ 
nary  road  markers  and  the  log  cabin  information  booths — both 
were  WPA  projects,  the  markers  as  a  whole,  the  cabins  as  a  part. 

In  the  case  of  the  markers,  the  WPA  furnished  the  labor  for 
the  designing,  casting,  lettering  and  finishing,  as  well  as  for  the 
setting  of  the  markers  on  their  bases.  This  work  was  done  by 
experienced  workmen  of  the  highest  skill.  In  the  case  of  the  cabins, 
the  WPA  furnished  the  guides  who  manned  them — and  Mr.  Cheney 
saw  to  it  that  they  had  a  most  thorough  training  for  their  work, 
through  a  WPA  school  opened  for  this  purpose. 

The  cabins  themselves  were  built  by  another  Government 
agency — the  Civilian  Conservation  Corps — which  also  placed  them 
on  their  designated  sites. 
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In  several  cases  these  sites  were  on  privately  owned  land.  The 
thanks  of  the  Commission  are  thus  due  to  Most  Rev.  Francis  P. 
Keough,  Bishop  of  Providence,  for  the  Woonsocket  site;  to  Rev. 
Joseph  Hardy,  pastor  of  the  Church  of  Our  Lady  of  Compassion, 
who  offered  use  of  the  lawn  of  the  church  rectory  in  Pawtucket; 
and  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  A.  Sayles  of  Chepachet  for  the  log 
cabin  site  in  that  village. 

The  Tercentenary  Commission  also  secured  from  the  WPA 
the  services  of  a  man  whom  it  trained  as  operator  of  the  projector 
showing  its  school  film  "Colonial  Rhode  Island.”  This  service  was 
continued  for  eleven  months  without  cost  to  the  Commission 
other  than  the  expense  of  automobile  mileage  and  maintenance. 
During  the  summer  months  this  man  aided  in  servicing  the  log 
cabin  information  booths  and  the  town  information  stations. 

From  the  National  Youth  Administration  was  secured,  also 
without  State  expense,  the  services  of  a  young  man  for  office  and 
other  work  during  a  period  of  fourteen  months.  The  office  stenog¬ 
rapher  was  furnished  from  the  office  of  Mr.  Farrell  D.  Coyle.  Thus 
of  the  entire  personnel  working  for  the  Commission  or  for  its  pro¬ 
gram,  the  Commission  Secretary  was  the  only  one  on  its  payroll. 
The  opportunity  offered  by  the  available  Government  agencies 
was  taken  advantage  of  to  the  fullest  extent. 

In  the  fall  of  193  5  the  Tercentenary  Commission  received 
from  the  Rhode  Island  Society,  Colonial  Dames  of  America,  headed 
by  Mrs.  Walter  S.  Ball,  State  Regent,  approximately  1100  copies 
of  "Once  Upon  a  Time  in  Rhode  Island”,  an  illustrated,  cloth- 
bound  volume  of  episodes  in  Rhode  Island  history  written  in  story 
form  for  children.  This  was  for  such  distribution  as  the  Commis¬ 
sion  might  decide.  The  books  were  divided  proportionately  among 
the  public,  private  and  parochial  schools  of  the  State  and  were 
distributed  by  the  Commission  through  the  city  and  town  Super¬ 
intendents  of  Schools. 

The  Colonial  Dames  also  provided  as  a  Tercentenary  feature 
of  permanence,  large  metal  markers  set  on  a  metal  standard  and 
bearing  an  outlined  figure  of  Roger  Williams,  together  with  the 
name  of  the  river  which  each  one  is  to  designate.  These  are  the 
five  largest  streams  of  the  State,  the  markers  being  intended  for  the 
Pawtuxet  river  at  Pawtuxet;  the  Woonasquatucket  at  Woon¬ 
socket;  the  Moshassuck  at  Providence  where  it  joins  the  Woonas¬ 
quatucket;  the  Pawtucket  at  Pawtucket  bridge;  and  the  Pawca- 
tuck  at  Westerly. 
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These  markers  are  to  be  placed  at  these  locations  in  early  spring 
of  1937,  by  the  Division  of  Roads  and  Bridges,  Department  of 
Public  Works. 

Another  Tercentenary  service  rendered  by  this  active  organi¬ 
zation,  the  Rhode  Island  Society  of  Colonial  Dames,  was  completion 
of  the  restoration  of  '‘Whitehall”  in  Middletown,  where  Bishop 
Berkeley  wrote  the  immortal  lines  "Westward  the  course  of  Empire 
takes  its  way”,  during  his  residence  in  Rhode  Island,  1728  to  1731. 
The  home  of  the  famous  Irish  philosopher  has  been  restored  to  its 
appearance  in  the  time  of  his  occupancy,  furnished  with  period 
furniture  and  opened  to  the  public  as  another  in  the  series  of  his¬ 
toric  shrines  for  which  Rhode  Island  is  so  distinguished. 

Throughout  the  year  the  Tercentenary  Commission  supplied 
much  information  on  the  Tercentenary  and  its  program  and  on 
Rhode  Island’s  scenic,  vacation  and  other  attractions,  to  news¬ 
papers,  publications  and  individuals.  Many  persons  having  in  mind 
a  vacation  motor  tour  of  the  State  were  furnished  maps,  Commis¬ 
sion  and  State  publications  and  other  literature. 

The  Providence  Directory  for  1936,  the  Providence  telephone 
directory  and  the  telephone  directories  for  all  exchanges  in  Rhode 
Island,  all  had  a  full  page  on  the  Tercentenary,  with  an  outline 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  history  during  the 
300  years,  prepared  and  furnished  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Com¬ 
mission.  The  telephone  directories  for  each  of  the  exchanges  in 
the  State  also  had  as  the  main  feature  on  their  covers,  the  design 
of  the  official  poster  of  the  Tercentenary,  issued  by  the  State  Com¬ 
mission. 

The  newspapers  of  the  State,  particularly  those  published  in 
Providence,  gave  whole  hearted  cooperation  in  publishing  news  of 
the  Tercentenary,  the  local  newspapers,  particularly  the  Journal 
and  Bulletin,  publishing  many  special  features  pertaining  to  the 
Tercentenary.  The  News-Tribune  printed  a  resume  in  90  chap¬ 
ters,  of  Dr.  Charles  Carroll’s  monumental  history  of  Rhode  Island. 
The  Providence  Visitor  published  a  history  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  Rhode  Island,  written  for  the  Tercentenary,  by  Rev. 
Thomas  F.  Cullen,  which  later  was  issued  in  book  form. 

Interest  in  the  event  was  marked  among  Rhode  Island  citizens 
by  adoption.  The  program  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island, 
Order  of  Sons  of  Italy  in  America,  for  the  dedication  of  the  State 
House  tablet  to  Giovanni  da  Verrazzano  on  October  11,  con- 
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tained  an  article  on  the  origin  of  the  name  Rhode  Island  by  Howard 
M.  Chapin,  Librarian  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  and 
a  reproduction  in  English  and  Italian  of  the  letter  of  the  Florentine 
explorer  in  which  he  announced  to  his  patron,  Frances  I  of  France, 
his  visit  to  Narragansett  Bay,  April  21  to  May  5,  1524. 

The  event  was  the  subject  of  many  special  features  in  the 
schools,  especially  those  of  Providence,  although  interest  was  wide¬ 
spread  throughout  the  State.  Pageants  were  written  and  per¬ 
formed,  sketches  were  made,  Colonial  villages  and  dwellings  were 
reproduced  in  manual  training  courses  and  in  one  way  or  another 
Rhode  Island  school  children  learned  more  during  the  Tercentenary 
year,  of  the  history  of  their  home  State  than  they  would  have  been 
likely  to  absorb  in  any  ordinary  year. 

Many  former  Rhode  Islanders  and  many  others  of  Rhode 
Island  descent  wrote  to  the  State  Commission,  asking  for  Rhode 
Island  literature  or  information,  a  number  requesting  aid  in  tracing 
descent  from  Rhode  Island  families.  So  far  as  possible  these  were 
all  answered,  either  from  the  office  of  the  Commission  or  by  refer¬ 
ence  to  authorities.  In  a  number  of  cases  information  was  requested 
on  where  to  go,  what  to  see,  where  the  Rhode  Island  clambake 
could  be  had,  how  to  get  to  Block  Island  and  other  summer  resorts, 
and  the  like,  particularly  the  dates  of  some  of  the  various  events 
scheduled  or  inquiries  as  to  what  events  were  to  be  held  in  desig¬ 
nated  sections. 

In  all  these  queries  the  answer  was  supplemented  by  mailing 
copies  of  the  Commission’s  schedule  of  events  and  the  Commission’s 
publication,  ''Rhode  Island’s  Historic  Background”. 

This  service  was  supplemented  by  distribution  through  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  where  a  State  publicity  bureau  was 
established  by  Secretary  Cappelli  and  through  the  Tercentenary 
Commission’s  log  cabins  information  booths,  of  large  editions  of 
"Rhode  Island  for  Real  Recreation  and  Hospitality”  and  "Know 
Rhode  Island”,  two  elaborately  illustrated  booklets  on  Rhode 
Island’s  vacation  attractions  and  Rhode  Island  cities  and  towns, 
issued  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  well  as  a  number  of  smaller 
folders  from  this  and  other  sources. 

Through  its  information  stations,  the  picturesque  log  cabins 
on  the  roads,  the  State  Commission  also  distributed  a  large  number 
of  other  booklets  and  folders  about  the  State  or  its  sections.  These 
are  listed  elsewhere  in  this  report. 
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Governor  Theodore  Francis  Green  issued  a  proclamation  on 
the  first  of  January  proclaiming  1936  as  the  Rhode  Island  Ter¬ 
centenary  year  and  also  another  in  the  early  summer  designating 
June  7  as  Tercentenary  Sunday — a  day  when  the  people  of  the 
State  should  give  thanks  to  Almighty  God  "for  the  full  religious 
liberty  we  now  enjoy,  due  to  the  principle  upon  which  this  State 
is  founded.” 

Providence  merchants  featured  the  Tercentenary  with  special 
decorations,  many  of  them  elaborate  and  striking,  first  shown, 
through  local  agreement,  on  May  4,  the  official  opening  date  of 
the  Tercentenary.  These  included  a  large  decorative  arch  spanning 
Weybosset  Street,  which  remained  in  place  until  the  end  of  the 
year,  a  beautiful  and  majestic  embodiment  of  the  spirit  of  the 
Tercentenary. 

The  Tercentenary  was  extensively  advertised  without  cost  to 
the  Commission,  through  cooperation  of  business  organizations. 
Four  large  and  unique  billboards  located  on  main  highways  in  the 
State  carried  for  the  period  of  the  Tercentenary,  announcement 
of  this  event,  through  the  courtesy  of  the  advertisers,  the  United 
States  Tire  Company.  The  event  was  featured  on  the  New 
England  maps  of  several  gasoline  companies  and  also  in  monthly 
publications  distributed  at  filling  stations  throughout  New  England 
and  New  York. 

The  Tercentenary  Commission  used  panels  and  half -panels 
on  the  New  England,  the  New  Jersey-Pennsylvania  and  the  Ohio 
maps  of  the  American  Automobile  Association,  to  advertise  the 
Tercentenary  and  the  vacation  attractions  of  the  State  to  repre¬ 
sentative  motorists  in  sections  where  interest  in  Rhode  Island  was 
known  to  be  especially  marked. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  State  Tercentenary  Commission 
the  Tercentenary  received  national  radio  recognition.  On  Sunday, 
May  3,  the  day  before  the  opening  exercises  at  the  State  House,  the 
National  Broadcasting  System  repeated  the  episode  covering  the 
trial  of  Roger  Williams  at  Salem,  from  its  series  on  "Great  Moments 
in  History”,  with  new  material  announcing  the  Tercentenary. 
Rhode  Island’s  event  was  also  featured  in  several  privately  spon¬ 
sored  coast-to-coast  outstanding  programs. 

The  Tercentenary  was  the  subject  of  many  special  features 
and  the  occasion  for  publication  of  special  editions  of  a  number 
of  publications.  The  Providence  Public  Library  in  its  monthly 
magazine  "A  Reader’s  Guide  to  Books”,  in  1936-37  printed  short 
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historical  sketches  of  the  cities  and  towns  of  the  State,  with  a  list 
of  source  books  in  the  library. 

The  Manufacturing  Jeweler  published  in  March  a  Tercente¬ 
nary  edition  with  a  history  of  jewelry  manufacturing  as  it  origi¬ 
nated  here  and  a  reprint  of  the  Commission’s  schedule  of  Tercen¬ 
tenary  events. 

The  Tercentenary  Commission  makes  special  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  the  services  rendered  by  Mr.  Howard  M.  Chapin,  Librarian 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society.  Mr.  Chapin  wrote  the 
inscriptions  used  on  the  town  and  city  tablets  placed  on  the  Ter¬ 
centenary  road  markers,  permitted  use  of  his  sketches  for  the  coats 
of  arms  of  the  towns  and  cities,  followed  this  work  through  the 
foundry  and  checked  its  road  locations,  as  well  as  furnishing  other 
historical  information.  His  courtesy  and  interest  was  typical  of 
that  shown  by  others  in  the  work  of  the  Commission,  to  whom  it 
is  not  possible  to  give  individual  acknowledgment. 

One  markedly  beneficial  result  of  the  State  Tercentenary  has 
been  the  continuation  as  permanent  booster  bodies  for  their  respec¬ 
tive  localities,  of  the  Tercentenary  committees  in  charge  of  the 
celebrations  at  Natick,  Phenix,  Riverpoint  and  possibly  other 
localities.  It  also  produced  a  marked  interest  in  the  history  of  the 
State  and  its  towns,  which  has  resulted  in  the  formation  of  histori¬ 
cal  societies  and  other  organizations  which  may  be  expected  to  do 
much  to  make  the  present  generation  more  familiar  with  their 
heritage  from  the  past. 

Above  all,  it  has  brought  to  the  peoples  of  the  rest  of  the 
United  States  a  deeper  and  fuller  realization  of  the  leadership  of 
Rhode  Island  in  the  establishment  of  religious  freedom  in  the  world 
and  in  the  formation  and  life  of  the  American  Union.  And  it  has 
brought  to  very  many  persons  from  all  sections  of  this  country, 
their  first  actual  experience  of  the  vacation  attractions  and  the 
perennial  charm  of  one  of  the  finest  sections  of  picturesque  New 
England — an  experience  which  it  may  be  hoped  many  will  be  eager 
to  repeat. 
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BOOK  DISTRIBUTION  TO  SCHOOLS 


On  March  9  the  Commission  received  from  the  National 
Society  of  Colonial  Dames  in  Rhode  Island,  1133  copies  of  "It 
Happened  in  Rhode  Island,”  by  Katherine  Pyle,  a  206-page,  cloth 
bound  book  illustrated  by  Helen  B.  Mason  and  published  in  1914 
by  Doubleday,  Page  &  Co.,  New  York,  for  the  Rhode  Island 
Society  of  Colonial  Dames.  The  purpose  of  the  gift,  which  had 
previously  been  accepted  by  the  Commission  through  its  Secretary, 
was  the  distribution  of  these  books  among  the  public,  private  and 
parochial  schools  of  the  State. 

The  book  is  an  excellent  short  historical  account  of  Rhode 
Island  from  the  time  of  the  Northmen  to  Rhode  Island’s  adoption 
of  the  Articles  of  Confederation  in  1789,  written  not  as  a  running 
historical  account,  but  in  a  story  form.  Since  its  publication  it  had 
run  through  three  editions  of  5000  copies  each.  Warmly  endorsed 
in  an  introduction  by  the  late  Prof.  Wm.  MacDonald  of  Brown 
University,  it  was  the  desire  of  the  Colonial  Dames  to  have  the 
remainder  of  the  last  edition  placed  as  a  Tercentenary  gift  in  the 
hands  of  school  children  of  the  State. 

The  books  were  apportioned  among  the  schools,  shipments 
being  made  to  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  of  the  39  cities  and 
towns  with  assistance  of  the  State  Department  of  Education. 
Several  hundred  were  distributed  among  the  parochial  schools, 
through  the  office  of  Rev.  Thomas  V.  Cassidy,  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  Diocese  of  Providence.  Others  were  sent  to  the  Sockanosset 
School  for  Boys,  the  Oaklawn  School  for  Girls  and  to  St.  Andrews 
School  at  Barrington,  the  other  private  schools  having  been  supplied 
by  the  Colonial  Dames  directly. 

With  these  were  distributed  to  each  school  an  equal  number 
of  copies  of  the  Commission’s  Tercentenary  publication  "Rhode 
Island’s  Historic  Background,  with  a  Rhode  Island  Historical 
Calendar.” 
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The  Commission  acknowledges  with  gratitude  this  generous 
gift  by  the  Rhode  Island  Society  of  Colonial  Dames,  voted  by  its 
Board  of  Managers  headed  by  Mrs.  Walter  S.  Ball,  President  and 
carried  out  through  Mrs.  Alice  Adams  Johnson,  one  of  the  original 
board  of  publication.  It  was  an  admirable  supplement  to  the  show¬ 
ing  in  both  public  and  parochial  schools  of  the  six  reel  film  "Colo¬ 
nial  Rhode  Island”  which  the  Commission  carried  on  through  the 
winter  and  spring  months  in  every  part  of  the  State.  This  film  was 
made  possible  by  the  Colonial  Dames  who  defrayed  a  considerable 
part  of  its  original  cost  when  it  was  made  by  children  of  the  Laurel 
Hill  Avenue  School,  Providence,  in  1934.  Permission  for  copying 
it  was  courteously  granted  by  the  Providence  School  Department. 

The  Colonial  Dames  of  Rhode  Island  have  ample  reason  to  feel 
proud  of  their  part  in  the  celebration  of  the  Tercentenary  of  the 
founding  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations. 
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JS  proclamation 

By  His  Excellency 
THEODORE  FRANCIS  GREEN 
Governor 


WHEREAS,  three  hundred  years  ago  the  foundation  was  laid  for  the  present  State  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations  and  the  cornerstone  was  the  purpose,  in  the  words  of  the  founder 
Roger  Williams,  “to  hold  forth  a  lively  experiment,  that  a  flourishing  civil  state  may  stand  and 
best  be  maintained  with  full  liberty  in  religious  concernments,”  and 

WHEREAS,  the  principle  of  the  natural  right  of  man  to  worship  God  in  any  manner  he  may 
choose  has  here  been  proved  not  only  to  be  right  in  principle,  but  to  work  well  in  practice,  and 
the  success  of  this  principle  here  in  our  State  has  inspired  the  foundation  of  our  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment  and  all  the  governments  of  our  sister  states,  and  has  spread  far  beyond  the  boundaries  of  this 
country  and  across  the  seven  seas,  and 

WHEREAS,  it  is  especially  fitting  that  particular  attention  be  given  to  this  phase  of  our 
Tercentenary  Celebration  in  our  churches,  meeting  houses,  synagogues  and  other  houses  of  worship, 
which  have  prospered  under  the  government  founded  on  this  principle, 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  I,  Theodore  Francis  Green,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  do  designate 

Sunday,  the  7th  Day  of  June,  A.  D.  1936 

as  a  day  of 

PUBLIC  WORSHIP 

when  the  people  of  this  State  may  meet  and  worship  Almighty  God  according  to  their  own  choice, 
and  give  thanks  to  Him  for  Flis  care  and  guidance  of  us  during  the  last  three  hundred  years.  Let 
us  thank  Him  especially  for  the  full  religious  liberty  we  now  enjoy,  due  to  the  principle  on  which 
this  State  was  founded.  On  that  day,  let  us  not  only  give  thanks  for  His  care  and  guidance  of  us  in 
the  past,  but  pray  for  His  continuing  aid  to  our  State  in  the  future.  Let  us  ask  Him  to  endow  us 
with  the  same  courage  of  our  convictions  which  inspired  our  forefathers,  and  with  the  ability  to 
make  our  contributions  of  benefit  to  our  State  as  great  and  lasting  as  were  theirs! 

— * — >  IN  TESTIMONY  WHEREOF,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 

hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  State  to  be 
SEAL  f  affixed  this  second  day  of  June  in  the  year  of  Our 

)  Lord,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-six, 

' — *  and  of  Independence  the  one  hundred  sixtieth. 
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TERCENTENARY  EVENTS 


MAY 

May  3 — Forefathers’  Service,  First  Baptist  Church,  Providence. 

May  4 — Rhode  Island  Independence  Day — 160th  anniversary  of  passage  by 
Rhode  Island  General  Assembly  at  Providence,  May  4,  1776,  of  Act  substi¬ 
tuting  authority  of  the  Colony  for  that  of  the  King  in  all  legal  actions. 

State  Tercentenary  officially  opened  by  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  Commis¬ 
sion,  State  House,  Providence,  at  2:30  o’clock.  Gov.  James  M.  Curley  of 
Massachusetts  presents  Gov.  Theodore  Francis  Green  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations,  a  framed  copy  of  Resolution  passed  by  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  General  Court  rescinding  the  decree  of  banishment  against  Roger  Williams 
passed  by  the  General  Court  of  the  Bay  Colony,  October  9,  1635. 

Re-enactment  at  old  State  House,  Providence,  where  the  Act  was  passed 
May  4,  1776,  of  passage  by  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  Declaration  of 
Independence.  Ceremonies  at  10:30  by  descendants  of  original  members  and 
others  in  Colonial  costume.  Auspices  of  Providence  Tercentenary  Committee 
and  Rhode  Island  Colonial  Dames. 

Rhode  Island  Society,  Sons  of  American  Revolution,  plants  and  dedicates 
descendant  of  the  "Washington  Elm”  on  State  House  Grounds,  after  4  o’clock 
exercises  in  State  House. 

Joint  dinner  in  evening  at  Providence  Biltmore  by  Rhode  Island  Societies, 
Sons  of  American  Revolution  and  Daughters  of  the  Revolution. 

Rhode  Island  Declaration  of  Independence  ceremonies  by  Sons  of  the 
Revolution,  in  old  State  House  at  Newport,  where  for  a  century  and  a  half  the 
Governors  of  Rhode  Island  were  inaugurated. 

May  4-5 — New  England  Conference,  Girl  Scouts,  Providence. 

May  4-5 — "The  Return  of  Roger  Williams,”  musical  allegory,  Warren. 

May  9-10 — New  England  Turnerbund  Convention,  Providence. 

May  14 — Providence  high  schools  and  college  glee  clubs  choral  presentation, 
Metropolitan  Theatre,  Providence,  by  Providence  Tercentenary  Committee. 

May  16 — Rhode  Island  high  school  bands,  orchestras  and  glee  clubs  in  musical 
festival — 21  bands,  about  1,000  members,  in  massed  band  concert  in  afternoon 
at  Brown  Stadium,  following  morning  concerts  by  other  units  in  Providence 
school  buildings.  By  the  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  Commission. 

May  16-17 — 82d  Division  Veterans’  Reunion,  Newport. 

May  16 — National  Order  of  Founders  and  Patriots  of  America,  convention, 
Providence. 
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May  16 — Tercentenary  Pageant  by  Girl  Scouts,  Camp  Hoffman,  West  Kingston. 

May  23-24 — R.  I.  Riflemen  Tercentenary  Small  Bore  Matches,  State  Rifle  Range, 
Rumford. 

May  28 — Tercentenary  Costume  Ball,  Cranston  Street  Armory,  Providence,  by 
Providence  Tercentenary  Committee. 

May  3 0-31 — Dedication  Completed  State  Airport,  Hillsgrove.  Famous  flyers, 
stunt  flying,  etc. 

May  3 1 — Early  Colonial  Church  Service  in  costume,  Greenville  Baptist  Church, 
Greenville. 

JUNE 

June  1-6 — Roger  Williams  Family  Association  "Open  House”  for  descendants 
of  the  founder  of  Providence  Plantations.  Registrations  at  Arcade,  Prov¬ 
idence. 

June  2 — R.  I.  State  Grange  historical  pageant,  Arnold’s  Mills. 

June  4 — Pageant,  "Three  Centuries  in  Rhode  Island”  at  First  Baptist  Meeting 
House,  Providence,  with  descendants  of  first  settlers  of  Providence  Planta¬ 
tions  in  the  cast. 

June  7 — Tercentenary  Sunday.  Proclamation  by  Governor  Theodore  Francis 
Green.  Tercentenary  services  or  sermons  in  Rhode  Island  churches  of  every 
denomination. 

June  7 — Newport — New  England  Amateur  Athletic  Union  20-kilometer  Mar¬ 
athon. 

June  7 — Chorus  singing  by  Woonsocket  schools  in  Cold  Spring  Park,  Woon¬ 
socket. 

June  8-13 — "Fashion  Festival”  at  Brown  Stadium  by  Providence  Tercentenary 
Committee.  Cast  of  1200  in  20  scenes,  with  ballet  and  chorus. 

June  8-12 — "The  Progress  of  Independence  in  Rhode  Island” — 20  episodes  at 
West  Warwick  junior  high  school. 

June  10 — 164th  anniversary  of  burning  by  Colonists  of  British  revenue  schooner 
Gaspee  off  Namquit  Point,  Narragansett  Bay,  June  10,  1772. 

First  British  blood  of  the  Revolution  shed  here. 

June  10-13 — New  England  United  Commercial  Travellers  Convention,  Prov¬ 
idence.  Parade,  13  th. 

June  13-20 — Johnston  Old  Home  Week,  Greenville  Avenue  grounds. 

June  14 — Providence  Festival  Chorus  with  Goldman’s  Band  and  Rosa  Tentoni, 
at  Rhode  Island  Auditorium,  Providence. 

June  17-19 — New  England  Coal  Dealers  Association  Convention,  Providence. 

June  18-20 — National  Society  of  Colonial  Wars — Convention,  Providence. 
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June  20 — Barrington  Day — Sports  of  Olden  Times,  Town  Hall  grounds,  Bar¬ 
rington. 

June  20-21 — United  States  Soccer  Referees  Association  convention,  Providence. 

June  20 — Department  of  Rhode  Island,  Disabled  Veterans  of  the  World  War, 
reunion,  Providence. 

June  21 — Providence  Tercentenary  Parade,  Rhode  Island  lodges,  Benevolent 
Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  Providence  Tercentenary  Committee — 22,000 
in  line. 

June  21 — Newport — Olympic  Track  Trials,  New  England  Amateur  Athletic 
Union  meet. 

June  24 — Rhode  Island  State  College,  Kingston — Historic  Pageant,  20  episodes. 

June  26-28 — Boy  Scout  Camp-O-Ree  at  Roger  Williams  Park,  Providence. 
Public  exhibition  of  camping  and  Boy  Scout  activities  by  Boy  Scouts  from 
all  New  England. 

JULY 

July  2-4 — Histadruth  Ivrith,  National  Hebrew  Convention,  Providence. 

July  4-5 — Massada,  National  Youth  Zionist  Convention,  Providence. 

July  3 -4 — Bristol — Military,  Naval  and  civic  celebration  at  old  Colonial  port. 
Historical  pageant,  July  4. 

July  4 — Newport — Annual  meeting,  Rhode  Island  Society  of  the  Cincinnati, 
Old  Colony  House. 

July  4 — National  girls  track  and  field  championships,  Olympic  trials,  Prov¬ 
idence. 

July  4 — West  Warwick — Dedication  of  War  Memorial. 

July  4- 5 — Burrillville-Glocester — Pageant  "The  Coming  of  Roger  Williams  to 
the  Wigwam  of  Canonicus” — Glasko  Farm. 

July  4-7 — Zionist  Organization  of  America,  Convention,  Providence.  Jewish 
Day,  July  5. 

July  6 — Warren — Pageant  of  events  in  the  Town’s  history,  Burr’s  Hill  Park. 

July  7-9 — Narragansett — Horse  races  on  the  beach,  sports,  events,  swimming 
races  at  Galilee,  Costume  Ball,  9th. 

July  8 — Portsmouth — Founders  Day.  Unveiling  memorial  to  founders  of  Ports¬ 
mouth  at  old  "pudding  rock”  at  Founder’s  Brook.  Costume  ball  in  evening. 

July  1 1 — Watch  Hill — New  Memorial  Park  dedicated  by  Tercentenary  Com¬ 
mittee. 

July  10-12 — Olympic  Trials  Swimming  Meet,  Rocky  Point.  Auspices  of  Jubilee 
Committee,  Providence. 
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July  11-12 — R.  I.  Riflemen’s  Tercentenary  .30  Calibre  Rifle  Matches,  State  Rifle 
Range,  Rumford.  Jubilee  Committee,  Providence. 

July  12 — Forefather’s  Service,  Little  Compton  M.  E.  Church. 

July  10-13 — Burrillville-Glocester — Three-act  Operetta  "Samuel  Cranston”  at 
Harrisville — 80  in  cast. 

July  16-18 — National  Association  of  State  Liquor  Administrators  Convention, 
Providence. 

July  1 8 — Foster  Tercentenary  Observance,  Town  House,  Foster  Centre. 

July  19 — Boy  Scout  Camp,  Yawgoog,  Hopkinton.  Historical  pageant  on  lake 
shore. 

July  20-24 — International  Lions  Club,  20th  annual  convention,  Providence. 
Parade,  21;  band  and  bugle  corps  contests,  Dexter  Training  Ground,  22. 

July  23-23 — Old  Port  Days,  Newport.  Opening  of  historic  houses  on  Washington 
Street  and  other  features. 

July  2S — Little  Compton  Old  Home  Week-end.  Clambake  and  events. 

July  25-August  2 — West  Warwick  Old  Home  Week.  Special  Days  at  Cromp¬ 
ton,  July  25.  Phenix,  July  28.  Arctic,  July  29-30.  Old  Home  Day,  29. 
Riverpoint,  Clyde  and  Lippitt,  July  31.  Parade  and  dedication  of  Pastime 
Park  as  WPA  recreation  centre.  Natick,  August  1-2. 

July  27 — Gen.  Nathanael  Greene  birthday  exercises  at  Nathanael  Greene  Home¬ 
stead,  Anthony.  Dedication  of  tablet. 

AUGUST 

August  1-2 — Newport — Regatta  and  Water  Carnival,  Ida  Lewis  Yacht  Club. 

August  1 — Scituate — Pageant,  North  Scituate  Congregational  Church. 

August  2 — Forefather’s  Day  Service,  North  Scituate  Congregational  Church. 

August  2 — Forefather’s  Day  Service  in  costume,  Shawomet  Baptist  Church, 
Warwick. 

August  3-6 — Knights  of  Lithuania  national  convention,  Providence. 

August  5 — Warwick  Tercentenary  Regatta,  Rocky  Point. 

August  5  -7 — Newport  Flower  Show,  Newport  Casino. 

August  6 — Warwick — Tour  of  historic  houses  and  sites,  Warwick  Historical 
Society.  Dedication  of  tablet  to  Samuel  Gorton,  founder  of  Warwick. 

August  8 — Warwick  Day.  Firemen’s  muster,  old  hand  engines.  Parade. 

August  8 — Connecticut  Fifers  and  Drummers  Association  Field  Day,  auspices 
Fire  King  Fife  and  Drum  Corps  of  Pawtuxet.  Parade,  band  and  individual 
contests,  2500  participants.  Dexter  Training  Ground,  Providence. 
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August  8 — Portsmouth — R.  I.  Kennel  Club  show,  Sandy  Point  Farm. 

August  12-14 — 37th  annual  Reunion  National  Society,  Army  of  the  Philippines, 
Providence. 

August  12 — East  Greenwich  Day,  East  Greenwich.  Parade  and  exercises  with 
old  time  chartered  military  commands. 

August  13 -13 — Annual  reunion,  R.  I.  Department,  American  Legion,  Prov¬ 
idence. 

August  15 — Tour  of  historical  houses  in  East  Greenwich  and  vicinity.  Regatta, 
East  Greenwich  Yacht  Club. 

August  16-22 — South  Kingstown  Tercentenary  Celebration.  Church  Day,  July 
16.  Services  in  town’s  churches.  Children’s  Day,  17.  Historic  Pageant,  Old 
Mountain  Field,  Peace  Dale,  18.  Rhode  Island  State  College  Day,  Kingston, 
19.  With  reproduction  of  session  of  Colonial  General  Assembly  in  its  former 
meeting  place,  now  Kingston  Library.  Old  Home  Day,  parade  and  block 
dancing,  Wakefield  and  Peace  Dale,  20.  Oliver  Hazard  Perry  Day,  site  of 
Perry’s  birthplace,  Perryville,  21.  Hannah  Robinson  Day,  with  dedication  of 
tablet  at  site  of  Tower  Hill  village,  Post  Road,  22. 

August  18-23 — Riverside  Old  Home  Week,  Tercentenary  Celebration.  Band 
Concerts,  visits  to  U.  S.  S.  Brooks,  destroyer,  anchored  off  Sabins  Point,  18. 
Parade  and  Addresses,  19.  Children’s  Day,  with  bicycle,  and  doll  carriage 
parade — Hobby  Show,  20.  Girl  Scout  House  dedication,  athletic  events  and 
block  dancing,  21.  Church  services,  23. 

August  24-29 — Westerly  Tercentenary  Week.  Sunday  concert  in  Wilcox  Park 
by  combined  chorus  and  community  orchestra.  Opening  old  houses  and 
visiting  historic  spots.  "Westerlie  Through  the  Years,”  historic  pageant  at 
Wilcox  Park,  26,  by  residents  of  the  towns  that  made  up  old  Westerly — 
Hopkinton,  Richmond,  Charlestown  and  Westerly. 

August  29 — North  Kingstown  Tercentenary.  Parade  and  exercises  at  reproduc¬ 
tion  of  Roger  Williams’  trading  post  on  its  former  site  near  Cocumcussock, 
Post  Road  near  Wickford. 

August  30 — Block  Island  Tercentenary.  Special  church  services  in  morning.  In 
afternoon,  parade  and  exercises  at  Founders  Rock,  Cow  Cove,  with  all  islanders 
80  and  over,  as  guests  of  honor. 

SEPTEMBER 

September  2 — West  Greenwich  Tercentenary  exercises  at  Mishnock. 

September  2-7 — Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  State  Fair,  Kingston. 

September  3 — Reunion  of  Roger  Williams  Family  Association  at  Roger  Williams 
Park,  old  farm  of  Joseph,  son  of  Roger  Williams. 

September  4 — Little  Compton — Dedication  of  marker  at  grave  of  Indian  Squaw 
Sachem,  Awashhonks. 
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September  5-7 — Reunion  of  Society  of  the  Fifth  Division,  Veterans  of  the 
World  War,  Providence. 

September  7 — Union  St.  Jean  de  Baptiste  Drill  Team  Reunion,  Auditorium, 
Providence. 

September  9 — National  Society  of  Mayflower  Descendants,  guests  of  Rhode 
Island  Society  at  Triennial  Congress. 

September  1 0 — Perry  Day,  Newport.  Anniversary  of  Battle  of  Lake  Erie,  won  by 
Commodore  Oliver  Hazard  Perry  of  Newport,  September  10,  1813.  Costume 
Ball,  representing  Colonial  personages,  Old  Colony  House. 

September  1 1 — Newport — Parade  by  Centennial  Legion  of  Historic  Military 
Commands. 

September  11-12 — Centennial  Legion  of  Historic  Military  Commands  of  the 
United  States,  Providence.  Parade  of  45  Commands,  September  12. 

September  1 1-19  Inclusive — Rhode  Island  Industrial  Exposition,  Cranston 
Street  Armory,  Providence,  by  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  Ter¬ 
centenary  Committee,  Inc.  (Jubilee  Committee.) 

September  12 — 17th  Annual  Reunion,  301st  Engineers  Association  of  76th 
Division. 

September  13 — Newport — Tercentenary  religious  service,  all  creeds,  U.  S. 
Naval  Training  Station. 

September  12 — Ballou  Family  Association,  Reunion,  Ballou  Meeting  House, 
Cumberland  Hill. 

September  13 — Thomas  Angell  Family  Association  Reunion,  West  Barrington. 

September  19 — Centennial  Anniversary  of  Providence  Athenaeum,  oldest  Prov¬ 
idence  library. 

September  1 9 — Robert  Wheaton  Descendants  Association  Reunion,  Peleg  Fran¬ 
cis  Farm,  Rehoboth. 

September  20 — Portuguese- American  Civic  League  of  Rhode  Island,  Parade, 
Providence,  3000  participating. 

September  26-27 — Tercentenary  Drum  Corps  Holiday,  Woonsocket,  Lieut. 
Harold  F.  Flynn  Post,  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  with  50  bands  in  competi¬ 
tion.  Ball  at  State  Armory  in  evening.  Drum  and  bugle  corps  from  three  New 
England  States. 


OCTOBER 

October  1-2 — National  Conference  of  Legal  Aid  Organizations,  Providence. 
October  8-10 — National  Guard  Association  Convention,  Providence. 
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October  1 1 — State  House,  Providence — Presentation  of  Bronze  Tablet  by  Grand 
Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  Sons  of  Italy  in  America,  commemorating  visit  of 
Giovanni  da  Verrazzano,  Florentine  navigator,  to  Narragansett  Bay,  April  2 1 
to  May  5,  1524. 

October  1 3 — Pawtucket — Musical  Festival  by  Adult  Choruses,  Pawtucket  Sen¬ 
ior  High  School. 

October  15 — Daughters  of  American  Revolution  Tercentenary  Dinner  to  Mrs. 
William  A.  Becker,  President-General  of  D.  A.  R. 

October  16-18 — 7th  Annual  Convention,  55  th  Artillery  C.  A.  C.,  A.  E.  F.  Asso¬ 
ciation,  Providence. 

October  1 8 — Dedication  of  Roger  Williams  Spring,  Phillipsdale,  East  Providence, 
as  Town  memorial. 

October  24 — Tercentenary  service  honoring  Seventh  Day  Baptists  at  Westerly. 
Dedication  of  granite  marker  on  site  of  first  church. 

NOVEMBER 

November  14-16 — New  England  De  Molay  Alumni  Convention,  Providence. 

DECEMBER 

December  4-5 — American  Association  of  Textile  Chemists  and  Colorists  Con¬ 
vention,  Providence. 

December  4-6 — 47th  Annual  Older  Boys’  Conference,  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  Providence. 

December  26-31 — 51st  Annual  Convention,  American  Historical  Association. 
17th  Annual,  American  Catholic  Historical  Association.  Mississippi  Valley 
Historical  Association.  Conference  of  State  and  Local  Historical  Societies. 
Agricultural  Historical  Society.  History  of  Science  Society.  Bibliographical 
Academy  of  America.  National  Council  for  Social  Studies.  Business  Historical 
Society.  Brown  University  and  Providence  Biltmore,  Providence. 
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TERCENTENARY  EXHIBITS 

PROVIDENCE 


STATE  HOUSE 

The  King  Charles  II  Charter,  under  which 
Rhode  Island  was  governed  from  1663  to 
1843. 

Rhode  Island  Declaration  of  Independence, 
passed  May  4,  1776. 

Royal  Commission  on  burning  of  the  Gaspee, 
June  10, 1772. 

Gilbert  Stuart  full  length  portrait  of  Wash¬ 
ington. 

Declaration  of  Independence,  one  of  13  sent 
to  the  original  States  and  bearing  holo¬ 
graph  signature  of  John  Hancock  as  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Charles  Thompson  as  Secretary  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  with  attestation 
by  Samuel  Ward  as  Secretary  of  the  Rhode 
Island  General  Assembly. 

Roger  Williams  signatures  and  records  written 
by  him  as  Secretary  of  the  General  Court 
which  preceded  the  General  Assembly. 

Early  Colonial  records,  Revolutionary  rolls. 
Revolutionary  War  Commissions,  Indian 
deeds. 

Portraits  of  Rhode  Island  Governors  from 
William  Coddington  (1638). 

CITY  HALL 

Indian  deed  to  Providence  Plantations,  from 
Miantonomi,  Sachem  of  the  Narragansetts, 
to  Roger  Williams. 

Roger  Williams  letters,  documents  and 
records. 

Early  Records  of  the  Town  of  Providence. 

BROWN  UNIVERSITY 

Brown  University,  College  Hill.  Campus  open 
all  summer.  Guides  available,  free. 

University  Hall,  the  College  edifice  of  1770, 
was  used  by  French  and  American  troops 
as  a  hospital  during  Revolutionary  War. 
Many  historic  events  associated  with  this 
building. 

John  Hav  Library,  Brown  University 

In  the  main  Exhibition  Room: 

Roger  Williams — January  1-31. 

Colonial  Rhode  Island — 


February  3 -March  13. 

Rhode  Island  in  Five  Wars — 

March  16- April  30. 

Education  in  Rhode  Island  and  History  of 
Brown  University — May  1-June  30. 

Rhode  Island  Authors  and  Artists — 

July  1 -August  3 1. 

Commerce,  Industries,  Maps — 

September  1-October  31. 

Colonial  Architecture — 

November  1 -December  26. 

In  Harris  Room: 

Autographs  of  Roger  Williams  and  some  of 
his  Contemporaries,  loaned  by  Frederick  S. 
Peck,  March  23-30. 

Poets  and  Poetry  of  Rhode  Island — 

May  1-June  30. 

McLellan  Collection  of  Lincolniana,  one  of 
world’s  outstanding  Lincoln  collections. 
Harris  Collection  of  American  Poetry,  the 
world’s  premier  collection  in  this  field. 
Sidney  S.  Rider  Collection  of  Rhode  Island 
History. 

John  Carter  Brown  Library, 
Brown  University 

The  library  contains  the  world’s  finest  collec¬ 
tion  of  books  on  America,  printed  before 
1800. 

Open  daily  9  to  J  except  Saturday,  9  to  1. 
Closed  Sundays.  Free.  Throughout  the 
summer,  Exhibit  of  Rhode  Island  books  and 
maps.  In  the  Fall,  exhibit  of  books  relating 
to  Roger  Williams.  June  15  to  Novem¬ 
ber  15. 

Lecture — "Roger  Williams”,  October  26  as 
a  special  Marshall  Woods  lecture,  by  Dr. 
Lawrence  C.  Wroth,  Librarian,  John  Car¬ 
ter  Brown  Library. 

RHODE  ISLAND  SCHOOL  OF  DESIGN 

Rhode  Island  School  of  Design,  Waterman 
Street. 

In  the  43  galleries  there  are  permanently  on 
exhibition  oil  and  water  color  paintings  and 
drawings  both  American  and  European, 
with  separate  rooms  devoted  to  early  Span¬ 
ish,  the  French  impressists  and  recent  ac¬ 
cessions;  Gothic  and  Renaissance  originals; 
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Chinese  paintings,  sculpture,  bronzes  and 
potteries;  Japanese  prints;  Islamic  art; 
Egyptian  antiquities,  and  unusual  collec¬ 
tion  of  Classical  sculpture,  bronzes,  coins 
and  ceramics;  a  comprehensive  collection 
of  Old  Blue  china,  early  American  furni¬ 
ture  and  textiles. 

Pendleton  House,  a  part  of  the  Museum, 
shows  in  a  house  built  for  it,  one  of  the 
world’s  finest  collections  of  Colonial  period 
English  and  American  furniture. 

Museum,  including  Pendleton  House,  free 
Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  Saturdays  and  Sun¬ 
days,  10  to  J  weekdays,  2  to  J  Sundays. 
Other  days,  a  small  fee. 

Tercentenary  Exhibitions: 

February  5-March  29 —  Gilbert  Stuart 
paintings,  Goddard  and  Townsend  furni¬ 
ture,  Rhode  Island  early  silversmith’s  work. 
Special  Exhibitions,  July  and  August,  Ter¬ 
centenary. 

Paintings  by  Rhode  Island  artists. 

Early  New  England  Furniture. 

Silver  by  Early  Rhode  Island  Silversmiths. 

Annmary  Brown  Memorial,  Brown  Street  near 
Benevolent — Paintings  by  old  and  modern 
Masters  and  specimens  of  early  printing. 
Open  10  to  5  except  Sunday,  Monday  and 
Saturday.  Free. 

Museum  of  Natural  Flistory,  Roger  Williams 
Park.  Zoological,  botanical,  astronomical, 
mineralogy  and  ethnology  exhibits.  Com¬ 
plete  collection  of  Rhode  Island  birds.  Spe¬ 
cial  table  of  herbs  and  simples  used  in 
Colonial  days  and  plants  used  by  Rhode 
Island  Indians.  Miniature  Narragansett  In¬ 
dian  village.  Free;  open  weekdays  9  to  5, 
Sundays  2  to  5. 

RHODE  ISLAND  HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 

68  Waterman  Street,  Providence 

Historical  and  genealogical  library  and  a  per¬ 
manent  exhibition  of  documents,  pictures, 
historical  relics  and  objects  relating  to 
Rhode  Island  history. 

Open  9  to  4  weekdays,  3  to  J  Sundays,  7  to 
9  Tuesday  evenings.  In  August,  9  to  1 
weekdays  only.  Free. 

Special  Tercentenary  Exhibits — each  one  de¬ 
scribed  and  illustrated  in  current  Provi¬ 
dence  Sunday  Journal: 

May  3,  Compass  and  Sun-dial  used  by  Roger 
Williams. 

May  10,  Old  Indian  Basket. 

May  17,  Window  from  Home  of  Arthur  Fen¬ 
ner. 


May  24,  Commodore  Oliver  Hazard  Perry’s 
jacket,  worn  during  Battle  of  Lake  Erie 
September  10,  1813. 

May  31,  Indian  Soapstone  bowl  from  Soap¬ 
stone  quarry,  Johnston. 

June  7,  Esther  Willett’s  thimble. 

June  14,  Gen.  Nathanael  Greene’s  set  of 
Chessmen. 

June  21,  Indian  thimbles  and  beaded  bracelets. 

June  28,  Gabriel  Bernon’s  rattle. 

July  J,  Hessian  Sword. 

July  12,  Mortar  and  pestle  of  Colonial  days. 

July  19,  Quartz  Indian  spear  blade. 

July  26,  Old  Quadrant. 

August  2,  Old  Axe  blade. 

August  9,  Newport  Town  Council  bowl. 

August  16,  Tammany  Peace  Pipe. 

August  23,  Rubbers  worn  by  Gen.  Lafayette. 

August  30,  Belt  worn  by  King  Philip. 

PROVIDENCE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
Washington  Street  at  Empire 

Tercentenary  Exhibits — Shown  in  glass  cases 
at  Central  Library. 

Corners  and  Characters  of  Rhode  Island — a 
series  of  sketches  by  George  D.  Laswell. 
Opened  January  14. 

Providence  as  it  used  to  be.  Opened  Febru¬ 
ary  7. 

Books  printed  in  Rhode  Island.  Opened  April 
18. 

Photographs  of  Rhode  Island  Doorways,  by 
Harold  Mason.  Opened  June  1 5. 

Historical  Maps  of  Rhode  Island.  Opened 
July  13. 

KNIGHT  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 
Elmwood  Avenue 

Rhode  Island  historical  material,  pictures, 
books,  old  documents,  July  22-29. 

PROVIDENCE  ART  CLUB 
Thomas  Street 

June  15-September  15 — Retrospective  Exhi¬ 
bition  of  work  of  Rhode  Island  Artists. 

HISTORIC  HOUSES 

John  Brown  House  (1786)  J2  Power  Street, 
which  President  John  Quincy  Adams  de¬ 
clared  “the  most  magnificent  and  elegant 
mansion  that  I  have  ever  seen  on  this  con¬ 
tinent.”  With  rare  period  furniture,  open 
daily  except  Mondays,  June  10  to  October 
1,  10  to  6;  Sundays  2  to  6,  for  the  Ter- 
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centenary.  Admission  fee  for  St.  Dunstan’s 
School. 

Stephen  Hopkins  House,  (1742)  Benefit  at 
Hopkins  Street.  Tuesday,  Wednesday, 
Thursday,  2-5  all  summer.  Colonial  fur¬ 
nishings,  including  rare  Rhode  Island  fur¬ 
niture,  by  National  Society  Colonial  Dames 
of  Rhode  Island. 

Home  of  Signer  of  Declaration  of  Indepen¬ 
dence,  10  times  Governor  of  Rhode  Island. 

February  25-June  30 — Loan  Exhibit  of  Colo¬ 
nial  Furniture,  glass  and  silver  at  Stephen 
Hopkins  House,  by  R.  I.  Society,  Colonial 
Dames. 


Esek  Hopkins  House,  (1775)  97  Admiral 
Street.  Home  of  First  Commander-in-Chief 
of  American  Navy.  Colonial  furniture,  etc. 
Open  daily. 

Carrington  House  (1812),  66  Williams  Street. 
Open  daily  1  to  5.  Fee.  Early  American 
antiques,  Chinese  Curios,  Victorian  furni¬ 
ture. 

Gaspee  House,  209  Williams  Street.  Contains 
room  moved  from  Sabin  Tavern,  South 
Main  and  Planet  streets,  where  on  June  9, 
1772,  the  capture  of  the  British  revenue 
schooner  Gaspee  was  planned.  Open  2  to  5, 
Fridays  throughout  the  year.  Chapter 
house  of  Gaspee  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.  Fee. 


NEWPORT 


Old  Colony  House  (1739)  Open  daily.  Here 
Rhode  Island  Governors  were  inaugurated 
until  1901. 

July  4  to  August  2 — Exhibits  of  Colonial  Sil¬ 
ver  made  by  Newport  Silversmiths. 

August  6  to  September  7 — Exhibits  of  Colo¬ 
nial  Furniture  by  John  Goddard  and  Job 
Townsend,  famous  Newport  cabinet  makers. 

September  1 0  through  month — Views  of  "Old 
Newport,”  portraits  of  noted  Newporters. 

Redwood  Library  (1747)  Oldest  library  in 
continuous  use  in  America.  Daily  except 
Sundays.  Showing  of  Gilbert  Stuart  por¬ 
traits,  and  Colonial  furniture. 

Newport  Historical  Society,  82  Tuoro  Street, 
free,  daily  except  Sunday.  Log  of  the  “Law¬ 
rence,”  flagship  of  Commodore  Oliver  Haz¬ 
ard  Perry  at  Battle  of  Lake  Erie;  Commis¬ 
sion  of  William  Coddington  as  first  Gover¬ 
nor,  1651;  will  of  Dr.  John  Clarke,  one  of 
founders  of  Newport  and  agent  who  pro¬ 
cured  King  Charles  Charter;  Pillory  used 
in  Washington  Square  at  old  court  house 
until  1825;  many  other  aticles  of  interest; 
library.  Within  the  building  is  the  building 
of  the  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church,  built 
1729,  with  a  Newport  clock  made  in  1731 
and  still  running  with  the  same  works. 
Many  relics  and  reminders  of  early  New¬ 
port. 


W anton  -  Lyman  -  Hazard  House  ( 1 67  5 ) , 

Broadway,  afternoons  except  Sundays.  Old¬ 
est  house  in  Newport.  Special  weekly  ex¬ 
hibits  of  early  Colonial  handicraft. 

Newport  County  Courthouse.  Gilbert  Stuart 
full  length  portrait  of  Washington. 

Whitehall,  home  of  Bishop  Berkeley,  restored 
by  Colonial  Dames.  Middletown,  three 
miles  from  Newport.  Open  daily. 

Rochambeau  Headquarters,  Clarke  Street, 
Tuesday,  Thursday,  Saturday  afternoons. 
Occupied  by  Commander  of  French  forces 
in  America,  during  American  Revolution. 

Franklin-Weaver  Museum,  U.  S.  Naval  Train¬ 
ing  Station,  daily  except  Sunday. 

U.  S.  S.  Constellation  (1797).  Oldest  war 
vessel  afloat. 

July  25-August  16.  Retrospective  Art  Exhi¬ 
bition  by  Newport  sculptors  and  artists. 
Newport  Art  Association. 

August  10-14.  Sixth  Exhibition  by  National 
Early  American  Glass  Club,  La  Salle  Acad¬ 
emy,  Bellevue  Avenue. 

Tuesdays,  June  3-September  1.  Noted  Newport 
estate  gardens  opened  by  Newport  Garden 
Association. 

Swinburne  House,  noted  Colonial  kitchen,  Pel¬ 
ham  Street.  Afternoons,  except  Sundays. 

Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  Old  Brick  Market 
(1729).  Prints  of  Early  Newport. 


GODDARD  PARK 


Potowomut,  below  East  Greenwich.  June  10 
through  September.  Full  sized  reproduc¬ 
tion  of  Narragansett  Indian  village,  peopled 
by  families  descended  from  Narragansetts. 
Long  house,  round  houses,  stockade,  Narra¬ 


gansett  canoes,  weapons,  relics. 

Permanent  Exhibit,  Department  of  Agri¬ 
culture  and  Conservation,  June  6  to  Oc¬ 
tober. 
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LITTLE  COMPTON 

July  2-Augustl.  Loan  exhibit  of  Colonial 
articles,  daily  except  Sunday,  1  to  8  P.  M., 
Union  Congregational  Church. 

BRISTOL 

Early  Bristol  Exhibit,  Colt  Auditorium,  July 
1-4.  Whaling  implements,  silver,  china, 
furniture,  shawls,  samplers,  guns,  ship  mod¬ 
els.  Throughout  the  summer. 

Permanent  exhibition  of  old  Bristol  articles, 
Burnside  Memorial  Building. 

ANTHONY 

Nathanael  Green  Homestead  (1770).  Home 
of  Washington’s  second  in  command  during 
the  Revolution.  Open. 

WESTERLY 

Westerly  Library.  May  to  November.  Work 
of  early  craftsmen  in  furniture,  silver,  etc., 
early  documents,  pictures. 

Westerly  High  School,  July  to  September. 
Early  guns,  arrowheads,  nautical  relics,  col¬ 
lections  owned  in  Westerly. 

August  24-29,  Westerly  Week.  Mercantile 
and  manufacturing  exhibit  at  Armory. 

Richmond,  Hopkinton  and  Charlestown  ex¬ 
hibits. 


August  2  6-September  1.  Portrait  Exhibit  cov¬ 
ering  history  of  Westerly,  in  Westerly  Pub¬ 
lic  Library,  daily.  Furniture,  pewter,  china 
and  textile  exhibit,  Westerly  Public  Library 
Museum,  daily. 

PAWTUCKET 

August  27-October  17.  Industrial  and  histor¬ 
ical  exhibit  in  old  Slater  Mill,  first  success¬ 
ful  cotton  mill  in  America.  Mondays, 
Wednesdays,  Saturdays. 

EAST  GREENWICH 

August  13,  14,  15.  Historical  Exhibit  and 
Antique  Show  by  East  Greenwich  and  War¬ 
wick  Historical  Societies,  Varnum  Conti¬ 
nental  Armory,  Main  Street. 

Permanent  Exhibit,  Varnum  Continental 
Armory  Military  Museum,  covering  all  the 
Nation’s  wars.  Weapons,  drums,  commis¬ 
sions,  East  Greenwich  and  the  State. 

SOUTH  KINGSTOWN 

August  22,  week  of.  Art  Exhibition  at  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Guild,  Peace  Dale,  under  auspices 
of  Caroline  Hazard. 

NORTH  KINGSTOWN 

Gilbert  Stuart  Birthplace,  Pettaquamscutt 
River.  Colonial  snuff  mill,  restored.  Open 
Saturdays.  Fee. 


•  34  •. 


The  P^hode  Island  Tercentenary  1636-1936 


1744115 

TERCENTENARY  PUBLICATIONS 

Books,  Pamphlets  and  Folders,  Printed  or  Re-printed 
for  the  1936  Anniversary 

Rhode  Island’s  Historic  Background:  With  a  Rhode  Island  Historic 

Calendar. 

A  reprint  of  "Rhode  Island’s  Historic  Background,”  by  Howard  Willis  Preston, 
48  pp.,  with  "Rhode  Island  History  Day  by  Day”  by  Dr.  Charles  Carroll, 
Ph.D.,  LL.D.,  12  pp.  Illustrated,  62  pp.  Paper  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary 
Commission,  Providence,  1936. 

Rhode  Island  Boundaries. 

By  John  Hutchins  Cady,  Consultant  to  State  Planning  Board.  Rhode  Island 
Tercentenary  Commission,  Providence,  1936;  Cloth,  32  pp.,  with  six  maps, 
8/2  x  11. 

Rhode  Island  for  Real  Recreation  and  Hospitality. 

Based  on  "Pleasures  and  Pleasure  Spots  in  Rhode  Island.”  Providence,  1936; 
Secretary  of  State;  3  8  pp.,  Illustrated. 

Know  Rhode  Island:  Facts  Concerning  the  Land  of  Roger  Williams. 

A  reprint,  revised:  Sixth  Edition,  64  pp.,  Illustrated.  Secretary  of  State,  Prov¬ 
idence,  1936. 

The  Charm  of  Providence:  Tercentenary  Year,  1636-1936. 

A  Reprint,  edited:  32  pp.,  Illustrated.  Providence  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Providence,  1936. 

Religion  in  Rhode  Island. 

By  Rev.  Robert  H.  Schacht,  Jr.,  Rev.  Arthur  W.  Cleaves,  Rev.  Thomas  F. 
Cullen,  Rabbi  Israel  N.  Goldman,  1 6  pp.,  Paper.  The  Religious  Committee  of 
the  Providence  Tercentenary  Committee.  Providence,  1936. 

Historical  Edition  of  Tiverton,  Rhode  Island. 

Albion  C.  Cook,  Albert  O.  Earle  and  Others,  John  H.  Greene,  Jr.,  78  pp., 
Illustrated,  Paper.  Tiverton  Tercentenary  Committee,  Tiverton,  1936. 

Old  Westerly,  Rhode  Island:  Now  Constituting  the  Towns  of  Charles¬ 
town,  Hopkinton,  Richmond  and  Westerly. 

24  pp.,  Paper.  Westerly  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Western  Washington 
County  Tercentenary  Committee.  Westerly  1936. 

A  Short  History  of  Jamestown,  on  the  Island  of  Conanicut,  Rhode 

Island. 

By  William  L.  Watson.  Reprint  of  a  paper  prepared  for  the  Rhode  Island  His¬ 
torical  Society.  Providence,  1936:  48  pp.,  Illustrated. 
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Seeing  Providence. 

A  reprint,  edited:  16  pp.,  Illustrated.  Providence  Journal  Company,  Prov¬ 
idence,  1936. 

A  Key  Into  the  Language  of  America. 

By  Roger  Williams  of  Providence  in  Rhode  Island.  With  an  Introduction  by 
Howard  M.  Chaplin.  Fifth  Edition.  London:  Printed  by  Gregory  Dexter, 
1643;  Reprinted  at  Providence  for  the  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Planta¬ 
tions  Tercentenary  Committee,  Inc.,  1936,  the  Roger  Williams  Press.  Cloth, 
208  pp.,  $1.50. 

Rhode  Island  in  Verse. 

Compiled  by  Mary  Louise  Brown.  Roger  Williams  Press,  Providence,  1936. 
Cloth,  260  pp.,  $2.00. 

Official  Chronicle  and  Tribute  Book  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence 

Plantations. 

Compiled  by  Lucia  Hammond  Wheeler.  Published  by  George  D.  Hall,  Inc.,  for 
Providence  Tercentenary  Committee.  Cloth,  160  pp.  Providence,  1936. 

The  Catholic  Church  in  Rhode  Island. 

By  Rev.  Thomas  F.  Cullen,  With  a  Foreword  by  Most.  Rev.  Francis  P.  Keough, 
D.D.,  Bishop  of  Providence.  The  Franciscan  Missionaries  of  Mary,  North 
Providence,  July  3,  1936,  Cloth,  482  pp.,  Illustrated,  $2.50. 

WlCKFORD  AND  ITS  Old  HOUSES. 

By  Hunter  C.  White,  Wickford.  Providence,  1936:  The  Reynolds  Press;  36  pp., 
Paper,  6x9,  25  Cents.  Published  by  the  Main  Street  Association  of  Wickford, 
Rhode  Island. 

Cranston,  Rhode  Island. 

A  1936  Publication  of  the  Cranston  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Cranston,  1936: 
stiff  paper:  44  pp. 

Episodes  in  Warwick  History. 

Compiled  by  Dr.  Ernest  L.  Lockwood,  Providence,  1936:  Imitation  leather,  75 

pp.,  $1.00. 

Roger  Williams,  Peacemaker. 

An  address  delivered  by  George  W.  Gardiner  at  the  North  Kingstown  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  300th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  Rhode  Island,  held  at 
Cocumcussock,  North  Kingstown,  August  29,  1936.  Providence,  1936:  stiff 
paper,  8  pp. 

Historic  Newport. 

A  Reprint,  first  published  1933.  Newport,  1936:  Newport  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  80  pp.,  Illustrated,  Paper. 

Rhode  Island:  the  Land  of  Roger  Williams. 

A  folder.  Secretary  of  State,  8  pp.,  Illustrated.  Providence,  1936. 
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Brown  University,  1764-1936:  One  of  the  Early  Colonial  Colleges. 

A  folder.  10  pp.,  Illustrated.  Providence,  1936:  Brown  University. 

Historic  John  Brown  House,  Built  1786. 

A  folder.  4  pp.,  Illustrated.  Providence,  1936. 

The  Town  That  Saved  the  State  (Westerly)  . 

By  Mary  Agnes  Best.  For  publication  during  1937  as  a  Tercentenary  feature. 
To  include  Western  Washington  County — the  old  Westerly. 

Old  Newport  Verse. 

Collected  by  Helena  Sturtevant.  Newport:  the  Heronshaw  Press.  $1.00. 

Tercentenary  Jubilee — Lower  Blackstone  Valley  District. 

Places  and  Objects  of  Historic  Interest  in  Pawtucket,  Central  Falls,  Lincoln 
and  Cumberland.  By  Roscoe  M.  Dexter,  Chairman  of  the  Lower  Blackstone 
Valley  District,  Tercentenary  Jubilee  Celebration.  Folder,  6  pp.  Illustrated. 

Pages  from  Rhode  Island’s  Album. 

By  J.  Earl  Clauson.  Biographical  sketches  of  Rhode  Islanders  of  the  past.  Bi¬ 
weekly  in  Providence  Journal,  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays,  January  1  to 
December  12,  1936.  Illustrated. 

Old  Rhode  Island  Ships. 

By  Jeff  Davis,  Yachting  Editor,  Providence  Journal.  Tri-weekly  in  Providence 
Evening  Bulletin,  July  6  through  September  14,  1936.  Illustrated  by  George 
Gale. 

Judge  Sewall’s  Gifts  in  the  Narragansett  Country. 

By  Caroline  Hazard  of  Peace  Dale.  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  Edition,  1936. 

Three  Centuries  of  Poor  Law  Administration  in  Rhode  Island. 

By  Margaret  Creech.  University  of  Chicago  Press,  1936. 

Old  "Westerle,”  Rhode  Island. 

Now  Constituting  the  Towns  of  Charlestown,  Hopkinton,  Richmond  and 
Westerly.  Rhode  Island’s  Jubilee  Year,  1636-1936.  66  pp.,  cloth,  The  Utter 
Company,  Westerly.  Text  by  George  B.  Utter,  drawings  by  Milo  R.  Clarke — 
with  two  maps.  Westerly  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Western  Washington 
County  Tercentenary  Committee.  5  0  cents. 

Towns  and  Cities  of  Rhode  Island. 

Short  historical  sketches,  in  monthly  issues  of  A  Readers  Guide  to  Books,  by 
Providence  Public  Library,  January  1936,  through  March,  1937. 

Early  Land  Holders  of  Watch  Hill. 

Reginald  Peck,  Watch  Hill,  author  and  publisher.  $1.00. 

Life  and  Times  of  Judah  Touro. 

By  David  C.  Adelman.  A  tercentenary  address,  delivered  May  13,  1936. 
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Trinity  Church  in  Newport,  Rhode  Island:  A  History  of  the  Fabric. 

By  Norman  M.  Isham,  A.M.,  F.  A.  I. A.  pp.  1 1 1.  B.  B.  Updike,  The  Merrymount 
Press,  Boston,  $5.00. 

Glimpses  of  East  Greenwich,  Rhode  Island. 

A  folder,  Illustrated.  24  pp.,  with  map.  East  Greenwich  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

You’ll  Like  Rhode  Island. 

A  folder,  Illustrated.  Rhode  Island  Hotel  Association. 

Tercentenary  Guide  to  Historical  Points  of  Interest  and  Amusement 

in  Rhode  Island. 

Providence,  1936:  84  pp. 

The  Lower  Blackstone  Valley. 

History  of  Pawtucket,  Central  Falls,  Lincoln  and  Cumberland,  R.  I.  By  John 
W.  Haley,  Roscoe  M.  Dexter,  Mrs.  Agnes  N.  Beede.  With  an  Appendix  con¬ 
taining  a  History  of  the  Old  Slater  Mill,  the  Blackstone  Canal,  a  Chronology 
of  Events  in  these  localities  and  a  Bibliography.  210  pp.,  lavishly  illustrated 
with  reproductions  of  old  prints  and  photographs.  Two  editions  ,  1000  copies 
each:  cloth,  $1.00;  paper,  50  Cents.  Tercentenary  Committee  of  the  Lower 
Blackstone  Valley,  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  Tercentenary 
Committee,  Inc. 

Commemorating  Three  Hundred  Years. 

An  account  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations 
Tercentenary  Committee,  Inc.,  the  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  Commission 
and  the  Providence  Tercentenary  Committee.  88  pp.,  Two  editions:  Leather 
and  cloth  bound,  for  distribution  to  subscribers  and  workers,  to  fund  and 
work  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  Tercentenary  Committee, 
Inc. 

The  Beginnings  of  Providence. 

By  Howard  M.  Chapin,  Librarian  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society.  Pub¬ 
lished  in  19  parts  in  the  Providence  Evening  Bulletin,  January  2 -March  5, 
1936.  Illustrated. 

Your  Plantations. 

By  Dr.  Charles  Carroll,  Late  State  Director  of  Vocational  Education.  A  con¬ 
densation  in  90  articles,  of  Dr.  Carroll’s  four-volume  work  "Rhode  Island — 
Three  Centuries  of  Democracy.”  Printed  with  permission  of  the  copyright 
owners,  Lewis  Historical  Publishing  Co.,  New  York,  by  the  Providence 
News-Tribune,  April  15 -July  29,  1936. 

Handbook  of  Historical  Sites  in  Rhode  Island. 

Published  in  Connection  with  the  Tercentenary  Celebration  of  the  Founding  of 
Providence.  By  the  Department  of  Public  Schools,  Providence,  Rhode  Island, 
1936.  Stiff  paper,  96  pp.  with  Index  and  Tercentenary  Pictorial  Map  of 
Rhode  Island.  Illustrated:  3  5  cents. 
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The  Story  of  the  Jews  of  Newport,  1658-1908. 

By  Morris  A.  Gutstein,  Rabbi  of  Touro  Synagogue,  Newport.  392  pp.  Block 
Publishing  Co.,  New  York. 

Italo-Americans  of  Rhode  Island. 

By  Ubaldo  U.  M.  Pesaturo.  Providence:  Privately  printed  by  Mr.  Pesaturo. 
172  pp.  $3.00. 

The  Story  of  Pettaquamscutt. 

By  Mary  Kenyon  Hiding,  of  Lafayette,  R.  I.  Providence:  The  Reynolds  Press. 
27  pp.  and  Map. 

A  Short  History  of  Beaver  Tail  Light. 

By  William  Gilman  Low.  Jamestown  Historical  Society  Bulletin  No.  7. 

The  Spirit  of  Roger  Williams. 

School  leaflets  Nos  I-XLIII  for  the  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary.  (Elementary, 
Junior  and  Senior  High  Schools.) 

Rhode  Island  Population  Trends. 

By  John  Hutchins  Cady,  Secretary,  Rhode  Island  State  Planning  Board,  1936. 

Rhode  Island  Commercial  Fisheries. 

Rhode  Island  State  Planning  Board,  1936. 

Rhode  Island  Water  Resources. 

By  O.  P.  Sarle,  Engineer,  State  Planning  Board.  Rhode  Island  State  Planning 
Board,  1936. 

A  Catalog  of  an  Exhibition  of  Paintings  by  Gilbert  Stuart,  Furniture 

by  the  Goddards  and  Townsends,  Silver  by  Rhode  Island  Silversmiths. 

Rhode  Island  School  of  Design  Art  Museum,  1936. 

Records  of  Early  American  Architecture  as  Source  Material  (Rhode 

Island)  . 

Appeared  in  alternate  months  of  Pencil  Points  during  1935  and  1936. 

History  of  Greene  and  Vicinity,  1845-1929. 

By  Squire  G.  Wood,  Providence,  1936. 

A  Catalog  of  a  Retrospective  Exhibition  of  the  Work  of  Artists  Iden¬ 
tified  with  Newport.  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary.  July  2  5 -August  16. 

The  Art  Association  of  Newport,  1936. 

Early  Homes  in  Rhode  Island. 

By  Antoinette  F.  Downing,  with  drawings  by  Helen  Mason  Grose  and  photo¬ 
graphs  by  Arthur  LeBoeuf.  Cloth,  180  pp.  text,  with  300  illustrations,  $5.00. 
Garrett  &  Massie,  Richmond,  Va. 

The  John  Brown  House. 

Description  of  the  house,  interior  and  furnishings  as  arranged  for  Tercentenary 
exhibition,  including  pieces  of  the  original  furniture  loaned  for  this  first 
public  showing  of  what  President  John  Adams  termed  the  finest  private 
mansion  in  America.  Printed  by  John  Nicholas  Brown  for  distribution  to 
visitors.  8  pp. 
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TERCENTENARY  MAPS 

Printed  or  Reprinted  for  the  1936  Anniversary 

Rhode  Island  1636-1936  Tercentenary  Historical  and  Highway  Map. 

Issued  by  the  Department  of  Public  Roads,  Division  of  Roads  and  Bridges,  in 
Cooperation  with  the  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  Commission,  in  an  edition 
of  150,000. 

Historical  Map  of  Rhode  Island:  In  Commemoration  of  the  Three 

Hundredth  Anniversary  of  its  Founding. 

Reprint  of  a  part  of  the  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  Road  Map,  by  the  Rhode 
Island  Tercentenary  Commission.  Printed  in  buff.  Edition  of  2000. 

Rhode  Island. 

A  Pictorial  and  Historical  Map  by  Phillips  D.  Booth.  Issued  by  the  Rhode  Island 
Tercentenary  Commission  and  the  Rhode  Island  Department  of  Education 
for  Distribution  to  Rhode  Island  public,  Catholic  and  private  schools  in  an 
edition  of  5000  of  which  1000  were  framed  by  the  Tercentenary  Commis¬ 
sion.  Printed  in  six  colors. 

"South  County”  in  Rhode  Island,  193  5  A.  D. 

A  Pictorial  and  Historical  Map  7  x  10*4.  Designed  by  Phillips  D.  Booth.  Pub¬ 
lished  by  The  Utter  Company,  Westerly.  Distributed  by  Westerly  Chamber 
of  Commerce. 

"South  County”  in  Rhode  Island,  1936  A.  D. 

A  pictorial  and  Historical  Map  7  x  10 14 >  with  descriptive  foot  note.  Designed 
by  Phillips  D.  Booth.  Published  by  The  Utter  Company,  Westerly.  Distrib¬ 
uted  by  Westerly  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Westerly  Tercentenary 
Committee. 

Westerly,  Rhode  Island. 

A  pictorial  map,  10  x  15,  forming  a  part  of  a  Westerly  folder.  Reprint,  1936, 
by  the  Westerly  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Newport  and  the  Historic  Island  of  Rhode  Island. 

Pictorial  and  Historic  Map  in  Color,  arranged  by  John  W.  Haley  and  designed 
by  H.  W.  Hetherington.  With  a  Pictorial  Map  in  color,  of  Newport’s  Ten 
Mile  Drive.  Issued  by  Mount  Hope  Bridge  Corporation,  Bristol. 

A  Tercentenary  Map  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence 

Plantations,  1636-1936. 

Drawn  by  the  State  Planning  Board  for  the  R.  1.  Tercentenary  Committee. 
Issued  by  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  Tercentenary  Committee, 
Inc.  Copyright,  1935.  A  Pictorial  and  Historical  Map  by  William  A.  Perry. 

Tercentenary  Map  of  Early  Hope  Valley  and  Wyoming. 

Published  by  Hopkinton  Tercentenary  Committee. 
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Western  Warwick:  The  Pawtuxet  Valley  of  Rhode  Island. 

An  historical  map,  drawn  by  Charles  A.  Keller.  Published  for  the  Pawtuxet 
Valley  Tercentenary  Committee  by  Pawtuxet  Valley  Daily  Times,  Copy¬ 
right,  1936. 

East  Greenwich. 

An  historical  map  drawn  by  Nancy  Allen  of  Cowesett  and  published  by  the 
Rhode  Island  Pendulum,  East  Greenwich. 

Pictorial  Map  of  the  City  of  Warwick,  Rhode  Island. 

Drawn  by  Hugo  Haeseler.  Prepared  and  compiled  by  Ernest  L.  Lockwood. 
Published  by  the  Warwick  Tercentenary  Committee. 
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THE  THREE  TERCENTENARY  ORGANIZATIONS 


The  State  Commission 


RHODE  ISLAND  TERCENTENARY  COMMISSION 

Very  Reverend  Lorenzo  C.  McCarthy,  O.  P. 
Chairman 

Representative  Frank  E.  Ballou,  of  Providence 
Vice  Chairman 

Mr.  John  Nicholas  Brown,  Newport 
Mr.  Ira  Lloyd  Letts,  Providence 
Senator  Alfred  G.  Chaffee,  Scituate 
Senator  Joseph  P.  Dunn,  Portsmouth 
Representative  James  H.  Kiernan,  Providence 
Horace  G.  Belcher,  Executive  Secretary 
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The  Jubilee  Committee 


RHODE  ISLAND  AND  PROVIDENCE  PLANTATIONS 
TERCENTENARY  COMMITTEE,  INC. 


Executive  Board 


Ira  Lloyd  Letts,  Chairman 
Providence 

Addison  P.  Munroe,  Honorary  Chairman 
Providence 

Arthur  L.  Philbrick,  Vice-Chairman  and  Treasurer 

Providence 


Mrs.  Frank  M.  Adams,  Recording  Secretary 


Howard  V.  Allen 
East  Greenwich 

Monsignor  Peter  E.  Blessing 
Providence 

Miss  Sallie  E.  Coy 
Westerly 

Edward  L.  Coman 
Wakefield 

John  Winthrop  DeWolf 
Bristol 

Hon.  Roscoe  M.  Dexter 
Pawtucket 

Hon.  Joseph  H.  Gainer 
Providence 


Hon.  J.  Jerome  Hahn 
Providence 

Mrs.  Edward  S.  Moulton 
Providence 

Antonio  Prince 
Providence 

Luigi  Scala 
Providence 

Hon.  Mortimer  A.  Sullivan 
Newport 

G.  Benjamin  Utter 
Westerly 

Miss  Edith  K.  Wetmore 
Newport 


T  rustees 

Henry  D.  Sharpe  Walter  F.  Farrell  Mortimer  L.  Burbank 
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District  Chairmen 


Bristol  District 

G.  Andrews  Moriarty 
596  Hope  St. 

Bristol,  R.  I. 

Burrillville — Glocester  District 

Austin  T.  Levy 
Stillwater  Worsted  Mills 
Harrisville,  R.  I. 

Eastern  Washington  District 
Edward  L.  Coman 
830  Industrial  Trust  Bldg. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
or  26  Lake  St. 

Wakefield 

Rent  County  District 
Harry  R.  Lewis 
106  Union  Trust  Bldg. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
or  Frenchtown,  R.  I. 

Newport  District 

Dr.  A.  Hamilton  Rice 
Bellevue  Avenue 
Newport,  R.  I. 


Pawtucket  District 

Hon.  Roscoe  M.  Dexter 
25  5  Main  St. 

Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

Providence  District 
William  B.  Spencer 
24  Exchange  Place,  Room  413 
Providence,  R.  I. 

Watch  Hill  District 
Harry  Parsons  Cross 
1130  Hospital  Trust  Bldg. 
Providence,  R.  I. 

Western  Washington  District 
Arthur  L.  Perry 
Washington  Trust  Co. 

Broad  St.,  Westerly 

Woonsocket 

Eugene  L.  Jalbert 
1  Social  St. 

Woonsocket,  R.  I. 
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The  Providence  Committee 


PROVIDENCE  CITY  COUNCIL  TERCENTENARY  COMMITTEE 
Councilman  David  A.  Dorgan,  Fifth  Ward,  Chairman 
Alderman  Rush  Sturges,  First  Ward 
Alderman  Walter  S.  Grant,  Second  Ward 
Alderman  Frank.  Rao,  Fourth  Ward 
Alderman  Frank  J.  Duffy,  Seventh  Ward 
Alderman  John  F.  Cashman,  Eighth  Ward 
Councilman  Edward  F.  Moran,  Third  Ward 
Councilman  Peter  F.  Reilly,  Sixth  Ward 
Councilman  Joseph  Schlossberg,  Ninth  Ward 
Councilman  Joseph  V.  West,  Tenth  Ward 
Councilman  Frank  Scollard,  Eleventh  Ward 
Councilman  William  A.  Cahir,  Twelfth  Ward 
Councilman  Frederick  B.  Joost,  Thirteenth  Ward 
William  C.  Waugh,  Executive  Secretary 

Sub-Committees 

Ball,  House  and  Coin . Councilman  Edward  F.  Moran 

Pageant,  Bands  Reception . Alderman  John  F.  Cashman 

Mardi  Gras,  Exhibits,  Chronicle . Councilman  William  A.  Cahir 

Girl  Popularity  Contest . Councilman  Frederick  B.  Joost 

Fireworks,  Sports,  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps . Alderman  Frank  Rao 

Marathon,  Football  Game,  Firemen’s  Muster . Alderman  Frank  Duffy 

American  Legion,  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  Military  and 

Religious  Organizations . Councilman  Joseph  V.  West 

Choral,  Transportation,  Decorations . Councilman  Joseph  Schlossberg 

Historical . Alderman  Rush  Sturges 

Floats,  Speakers . Councilman  Frank  Scollard 

Regatta,  Army  and  Navy . Councilman  Peter  F.  Reilly 

Educational,  Mayor  Doyle  Memorial . Alderman  Walter  S.  Grant 

PROVIDENCE  TERCENTENARY  CORPORATION 
Incorporated  December  24,  193  5 
Col.  Joseph  Samuels 
Percival  O.  De  St.  Aubin 
Michael  F.  Dooley 
Carl  B.  Marshall 
Dr.  Angelo  M.  Parente 
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REMARKABLE  EVENT  OPENS 
TERCENTENARY 


N  OCTOBER  9,  163  5,  Mr.  Roger  Williams  of  Salem 
stood  before  the  General  Court  of  the  Bay  Colony,  now 
the  Great  and  General  Court  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  to  receive  sentence. 


He  had  been  ordered  by  the  Clergy,  the  magistrates  and  the 
elders  to  appear  at  Newtown,  now  Cambridge,  October  6  for  a 
second  trial,  the  first  having  proved  inconclusive.  He  had  with¬ 
drawn  from  the  Salem  church  and  renounced  communion  with 
all  the  New  England  churches,  disagreeing  with  their  tenets,  as 
he  denied  the  justice  of  the  form  of  civil  government.  At  that  time 
in  the  Massachusetts  Bay  and  Plymouth  colonies  attendance  at  the 
established  church — Congregational — of  the  colony  was  compul¬ 
sory,  the  ministers  of  the  churches  had  magisterial  power  to  enforce 
and  make  laws,  and  church  membership,  which  was  not  given  to 
everyone,  was  a  requisite  for  voting  or  otherwise  participating  in 
government. 

Two  days  were  spent  in  trying  to  get  Williams  to  recant, 
before  the  trial  opened  on  Thursday,  October  8,  in  the  church  of 
Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  later  founder  of  Hartford,  Conn.  No  spe¬ 
cific  charges  were  entered  into  the  Court  records  against  him,  nor 
were  any  specific  charges  made,  other  than  the  beliefs  he  had  ex¬ 
pressed. 

There  were  present  the  Governor,  magistrates,  deputies,  all 
the  ministers  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  14  in  number,  representing  10 
churches.  In  all,  50  persons  took  official  part  in  the  trial,  repre¬ 
senting  fewer  than  500  freemen  out  of  the  12,000  settlers  who  had 
come  to  New  England  and  settled  on  the  Massachusetts  coast.  Gov. 
Haynes  presided,  acted  as  chief  prosecuting  attorney  and  judge. 

After  the  trial,  Gov.  Haynes  summed  up: 

"Mr.  Williams,”  he  said,  "holds  forth  these  four  particulars: 

"First,  that  we  have  not  our  land  by  Patent  from  the  King,  but 
that  the  Natives  are  the  true  owners  of  it  and  that  we  ought  to 
repent  of  such  a  receiving  it  by  Patent. 
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"Secondly,  that  it  is  not  lawful  to  call  a  wicked  person  to 
swear,  to  pray,  as  being  actions  of  God’s  worship. 

"Thirdly,  that  it  is  not  lawful  to  hear  any  of  the  ministers  of 
the  parish  assemblies  in  England. 

"Fourthly,  that  the  civil  magistrate’s  power  extends  only  to 
the  bodies  and  goods  and  outward  state  of  man,  etc.” 

To  all  of  this,  Williams  made  acknowledgment. 

He  was  sentenced,  October  9,  all  the  ministers  except  John 
Cotton  approving,  the  Court  record  reading: 

"Mr.  Roger  Williams,  one  of  the  elders  of  the  church  at  Salem, 
hath  broached  and  dyvulged  divers  newe  dangerous  opinions, 
against  the  authorities  of  magistrates,  as  also  writ  Ires  (letters)  of 
defamacn,  both  of  the  magistrates  and  churches  here,  &  that 
before  any  conviccon  &  yet  maintaineth  the  same  without  retrac- 
con,  it  is  therefore  ordered  that  the  said  Mr.  Williams  shall  depte 
out  of  this  juristiccon  within  six  weekes  next  ensueing.  Which, 
if  he  neglect  to  perform,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor  and 
two  of  the  magistrates  to  send  him  to  some  place  out  of  their  juris- 
diccon,  not  to  return  any  more  without  license  from  the  Court.” 

Williams  and  his  friends  petitioned  the  General  Court  to  per¬ 
mit  him  to  remain  at  Salem  until  spring  because  of  his  ill  health 
and  the  fact  that  Mrs.  Williams  was  soon  to  become  a  mother.  This 
permission  was  granted  with  an  injunction  "not  to  go  about  to 
draw  others  to  his  opinions.” 

In  that  same  month  his  second  daughter,  Freeborne,  was  born 
to  Roger  and  Mary  Williams. 

Williams  continued  to  hold  private  religious  meetings  in  his 
own  home,  attended  by  many  friends  and  followers.  During  the 
winter  he  planned,  with  Gov.  John  Winthrop  who  remained  his 
friend  and  young  Henry  Vane,  Jr.,  who  had  arrived  from  England 
shortly  after  his  sentence,  to  begin  a  settlement  in  the  Narragansett 
country  based  on  his  two  cardinal  principles,  the  rights  of  man  and 
liberty  of  conscience  with  separation  of  church  and  state.  He  had 
made,  during  1634  and  1635,  verbal  treaties  with  the  Narragansetts 
and  the  Wampanoags  for  land  beyond  the  Bay  territory. 

January  11,  1636,  Gov.  Haynes  and  the  assistants  met  at 
Boston  to  consider  his  case  and  agreed  to  send  him  to  England  on  a 
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ship  then  in  the  harbor,  ready  to  sail.  A  warrant  was  issued  against 
him,  but  he  received  warning  of  this  and  fled  into  the  wilderness, 
eventually  after  more  than  three  months,  to  be  heard  from  again 
at  his  first  settlement  at  Phillipsdale,  in  what  now  is  East  Provi¬ 
dence,  then  claimed  by  Plymouth  Colony. 

His  banishment  was  temporarily  lifted  in  1676,  following  the 
burning  of  Providence  by  the  Indians  in  King  Philip’s  War,  but 
not  by  the  General  Court. 

In  the  Massachusetts  State  archives,  volume  10,  page  233,  is 
the  following : 

"Whereas,  Mr.  Roger  Williams  stands  at  present  under  a  sen¬ 
tence  of  Restraint  from  coming  into  this  colony,  yet  considering 
hos  readyly  &  freely  at  all  tymes  he  hath  served  the  English  interest 
in  this  time  of  warre  with  the  Indians  &  Manefested  his  particular 
respects  to  the  Authority  of  this  colony  in  several  services  desired 
of  him,  &  further  understanding  how  by  the  last  assult  of  the 
Indians  upon  Providence  his  House  is  burned  &  himself  in  his  old 
age  reduced  to  an  uncomfortable  &  disabled  state:  Out  of  com¬ 
passion  to  him  in  this  condition  the  Council  doe  order  &  Declare 
that  if  the  syd.  Mr.  Williams  shall  see  cause  &  desire  it  he  shall  have 
liberty  to  repayre  into  any  of  our  Townes  for  his  security  &  com¬ 
fortable  abode  during  these  Publick  Troubles.  He  behaving  himself 
peaceably  &  inoffensibly  &  not  disseminating  &  venting  any  of  his 
different  opinions  in  matters  of  Religion  to  the  dissatisfaction  of 
any.  1676  E.  R. — s.  Past  by  ye  Council  the  31th  of  March.” 

This  is  endorsed  "Act  of  ye  Council  31  March,  1676;  as  to 
Mr.  Roger  Wms.  Banishment  taken  care  of.” 

The  signature  "E.  R — s”  is  meant  for  Edward  Rawson,  sec¬ 
retary,  as  he  signed  many  of  the  original  papers  in  that  manner. 

There  is  no  reference  to  this  act  in  the  records  of  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Bay  Colony,  as  it  was  an  act  of  the  Council  and  therefore 
had  no  place  among  the  legislative  doings  of  that  year.  The  records 
of  the  Council  for  the  period  including  the  year  1676  are  missing 
from  the  Secretary’s  files.  Thus  this  action,  which  was  nothing 
more  than  a  temporary  revocation  of  the  sentence  of  banishment, 
is  noted  only  in  the  original  records  of  the  Council. 

The  first  action  by  the  body  which  banished  Williams,  came 
three  centuries  after  the  original  sentence,  although  several  efforts 
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were  made  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century  and  the  years 
directly  preceding  the  Tercentenary,  to  secure  passage  of  an  act 
revoking  the  decree  of  banishment. 

Kendrick  H.  Washburn  of  Middleboro,  Representative  from 
the  7th  Plymouth  District,  after  unsuccessful  efforts  in  193  5  and 
preceding  years,  introduced  in  the  1936  session  a  bill  for  revocation 
of  the  banishment  decree.  This  bill,  reported  favorably  by  the 
Legislative  Committee  on  Legal  Affairs,  without  dissent,  was  on 
January  24  ordered  to  its  third  reading,  ensuring  success  after  five 
efforts  to  that  end. 

The  official  presentation  of  this  act  rescinding  the  decree  of 
banishment,  by  Gov.  James  M.  Curley  accompanied  by  a  delegation 
from  both  houses  of  the  Great  and  General  Court,  was  the  feature 
of  the  official  opening  of  the  Tercentenary  by  the  Rhode  Island 
Tercentenary  Commission,  at  the  State  House,  Monday,  May  4. 

Engrossed  and  framed,  with  the  quill  pen  tipped  with  a  gold 
point  by  which  it  was  signed,  attached  by  a  blue  satin  ribbon,  the 
copy  handed  by  Gov.  Curley  to  Governor  Theodore  Francis  Green, 
reads: 

CHAPTER  II 

The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
In  the  Year  One  Thousand  Nine  Hundred  and  Thirty-six 

RESOLVE  providing  for  the  Revocation  of  the  Sentence  of 
Expulsion  of  Roger  Williams  passed  by  the  General  Court  of  Mass¬ 
achusetts  Bay  Colony  in  Sixteen  Hundred  and  Thirty-five. 

RESOLVED  That,  in  so  far  as  it  is  constitutionally  competent 
for  the  General  Court  to  revoke  the  sentence  of  expulsion  passed 
against  Roger  Williams  by  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  Bay 
Colony  in  the  year  sixteen  hundred  and  thirty-five,  the  same  is 
hereby  revoked. 

House  of  Representatives,  February  28,  1936 

Leverett  Saltonstall, 

Speaker 

In  Senate,  April  27,  1936 
James  G.  Moran, 

President 

April  30,  1936  James  M.  Curley, 

Approved,  Governor 


Passed 


Passed 
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Office  of  the  Secretary 

Boston,  May  1,  1936 


A  True  Copy 

Witness  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Commonwealth. 

(Signed)  F.  W.  Cook 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
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Ihink  Island  CBrcgniEftarg 
C  ummissiiin 

REQUESTS  THE  HONOR  OF  YOUR  PRESENCE 

AT  EXERCISES 

Inaugurating  {ht  CnmrBntnnarg 
Cfckliratiun 

TO  BE  HELD  ON  THE 

Sta it  flnnsn  CiEnasE 

MONDAY,  MAY  THE  FOURTH 
NINETEEN  HUNDRED  THIRTY-SIX 
AT  TWO-THIRTY  O’CLOCK 

The  principal  feature  will  be  the  presentation  of  the  official 
revocation  of  the  edict  of  banishment  of  Roger  Williams  from 
Massachusetts.  His  Excellency,  Governor  James  M.  Curley 
will  speak  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.  His 
Excellency,  Governor  Theodore  Francis  Green  will 
reply  for  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations. 
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Inaugurating  the 

RHODE  ISLAND 
TERCENTENARY 

Celebrating  three  centuries  of  "a  lively  experiment , 
that  a  most  flourishing  civil  state  may  stand ,  and 
best  be  maintained ,  with  a  full  liberty 
in  religious  concernments” 

STATE  HOUSE,  PROVIDENCE 
MONDAY,  MAY  4,  1936 
2:30  o’clock 

The  160th  Anniversary  of 
the  Rhode  Island 
Declaration  of  Independence 
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Patriotic  Numbers 

Including  Rhode  Island  State  March  by  George  Spink 
Providence  Festival  Band 
Robert  Gray,  Leader 

“The  Star  Spangled  Banner,”  Arranged  by  O’Hara 
Providence  Festival  Chorus,  300  Voices 
John  B.  Archer,  Conductor 

The  Tercentenary 

Very  Rev.  Lorenzo  C.  McCarthy,  O.  P. 

President  of  Providence  College 
Chairman,  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  Commission 

Invocation 

Rev.  Arthur  W.  Cleaves,  D.  D. 

Pastor,  First  Baptist  Church,  Providence 
Founded  by  Roger  Williams  and  Associates 

Rhode  Island  State  Hymn 

Verses  by  Sarah  E.  Taylor  Tune,  "Duke  Street” 

Presentation  of  Act  of  Massachusetts  General  Court 
rescinding  the  decree  of  banishment  imposed  by  the 
Court  October  9,  1635  upon  "Mr.  Roger  Williams , 

of  Salem” 

His  Excellency,  James  Michael  Curley 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

"Song  of  the  World  Adventurers,”  Converse 
The  Chorus 

Response  for  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations 

His  Excellency,  Theodore  Francis  Green 

Governor 

Benediction 

Rt.  Rev.  G.  Gaylord  Bennett,  D.  D. 

Auxiliary  Bishop  of  Rhode  Island 
Singing,  "America,”  by  Everyone 
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THE  TERCENTENARY  EXERCISES, 

MAY  4 


"More  ideas  which  have  become  national,”  says  the 

HISTORIAN  BANCROFT,  "HAVE  EMANATED  FROM  THE  LITTLE 
COLONY  OF  RHODE  ISLAND  THAN  FROM  ANY  OTHER.” 

On  cover  of  May  4  program 


AY  4,  the  160th  anniversary  of  the  Rhode  Island  Decla¬ 
ration  of  Independence,  was  for  the  first  time  a  legal 
holiday  under  the  terms  of  a  resolution  sponsored  by 

_  Gov.  Green  and  passed  by  the  May  Session,  1935,  of  the 

General  Assembly.  The  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  at  which 
Rhode  Island,  first  of  all  the  American  colonies  replaced  the 
authority  of  the  King  by  that  of  the  Colony,  was  reproduced  with 
stirring  pageantry  during  the  morning,  at  the  old  State  House  on 
Benefit  street  where  the  bold  stroke  for  independence  originally 
was  enacted. 


There  were  present  a  distinguished  gathering  of  State,  city 
and  Brown  University  officials,  with  members  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Society,  Colonial  Dames  in  America,  Daughters  of  the  Revolution 
and  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  many  of  the  representatives 
of  patriotic  societies  wearing  costumes  of  their  ancestors  or  repro¬ 
ductions  of  them.  These  exercises  were  arranged  by  the  Providence 
Tercentenary  Committee.  Miss  Margaret  Stearns  arranged  the 
pageant,  assisted  by  Royal  B.  Farnum,  Mrs.  Walter  S.  Ball  and  Mrs. 
G.  Richmond  Parsons.  The  script  for  the  30 -minute  session  of  the 
General  Assembly  was  by  Gerald  L.  Bronstein  of  the  Brown  Uni¬ 
versity  Sock  and  Buskin  Society. 

The  Speaker,  Metcalfe  Bowler,  impersonated  by  a  direct 
descendant,  L.  Metcalfe  Walling,  mounted  the  rostrum.  The 
Representatives  filed  in  and  took  their  seats,  in  Colonial  costume. 
The  Speaker  called  "the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Colony  of 
Rhode  Island55  to  order  and  recognized  Col.  Jonathan  Arnold,  a 
Deputy  from  Providence,  represented  by  Governor  Theodore 
Francis  Green,  a  direct  descendant  of  the  writer  of  this  immortal 
declaration. 
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Declaring  the  opinions  he  was  about  to  express  were  "the 
sentiments  of  the  whole  citizenry  of  Rhode  Island”,  Col.  Arnold 
said  "The  passage  of  the  act  which  I  hold  in  my  hand  will  be  called 
rebellion.” 

He  continued  with  a  recapitulation  of  the  wrongs  suffered  by 
the  Colonies  at  the  hands  of  the  representatives  of  the  King,  the 
rights  and  duty  of  the  Colony  to  safeguard  its  liberties  and  then 
offered  the  act. 

"In  1775  the  Statute  permitting  and  regulating  appeals  from 
Rhode  Island  courts  to  His  Majesty  was  repealed.  I  now  ask  for  the 
repeal  of  the  allegiance  act  passed  in  1756.” 

He  then  read  the  Rhode  Island  Declaration: 

"An  Act  repealing  the  Act  entitled  'An  Act  for  the  more 
effectually  securing  to  His  Majesty  the  allegiance  of  his  subjects  in 
this,  his  Colony  and  dominion  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence 
Plantations”  and  altering  the  forms  of  commissions,  of  all  writs 
and  processes  in  the  Courts,  and  of  the  oaths  prescribed  by  law,”  as 
the  preamble  reads. 

The  Act  was  seconded  by  John  Fenner,  a  Deputy  from 
Johnston  and  was  amended  by  John  Brown,  a  Deputy  from  Provi¬ 
dence.  This  amendment  was  seconded  by  Col.  Arnold  and  passed 
overwhelmingly. 

When  the  nays  were  called  for  a  Tory  Deputy  from  Newport 
— impersonated  by  Councilman  Edward  F.  Moran,  of  the  Provi¬ 
dence  Tercentenary  Committee — besought  his  fellow  representa¬ 
tives  to  "follow  not  the  blind  path  of  impulse  but  stop  and  think 
of  what  consequences  your  action  today  may  bring”. 

As  he  concluded  his  speech,  the  Speaker  asked  those  in  favor 
of  the  amended  act  to  rise.  All  but  six  of  the  Deputies  rose. 

"In  the  past”  said  the  Speaker,  "we  have  closed  our  meetings 
with  the  words  'God  Save  the  King.’  It  is  fitting  that  we  rise  today 
and  repeat  'God  Save  the  United  Colonies.’  ” 

Preceding  the  ceremony  at  the  State  House  a  colorful  parade 
of  the  participants  and  others  was  held  from  the  campus  of  Brown 
University,  older  than  the  independence  of  the  State,  to  the  old 
State  House.  In  a  rain  that  at  times  was  heavy,  the  participants, 
most  of  them  wearing  costumes  of  the  days  they  were  about  to 
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recall,  marched  through  the  Van  Wickle  gates,  otherwise  opened 
only  for  Commencement  processions,  and  down  to  the  foot  of 
College  Hill. 

Here  the  procession  was  met  by  Governor  Theodore  Francis 
Green  in  Colonial  costume  and  by  Mayor  James  E.  Dunne  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  who  rode  in  an  old  yellow  coach  with  postboys  and  out¬ 
riders.  The  coach,  owned  by  the  Colt  estate,  was  used  by  George 
Washington  on  one  of  his  visits  to  Rhode  Island. 

Riding  in  the  procession  were  Very  Rev.  Lorenzo  C. 
McCarthy,  O.  P.,  President  of  Providence  College  and  Chairman 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  Commission;  Ira  Lloyd  Letts, 
Chairman  of  the  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  Tercen¬ 
tenary  Committee,  Inc.,  the  citizen’s  Jubilee  committee;  and 
Councilman  David  A.  Dorgan,  Chairman  of  the  Providence  City 
Council  Tercentenary  Committee. 

The  State  Exercises 

The  State  exercises  were  held  at  the  State  House  and  were 
opened  at  noon  with  a  luncheon  tendered  by  the  Rhode  Island 
Tercentenary  Commission  to  state  officers,  the  General  Assembly, 
representatives  of  patriotic  and  other  organizations  and  other 
guests,  in  the  assembly  hearings  room  on  the  third  floor.  At  the 
same  time  Governor  Green  received  Gov.  James  M.  Curley  and  a 
delegation  from  the  Great  and  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  at 
luncheon  at  the  Narragansett  Hotel. 

Governor  Curley,  Assistant  Secretary  John  H.  Backus,  Gov. 
Curley’s  military  aides  and  a  number  of  members  of  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  House  of  Representatives,  were  met  at  the  State  line  by  a 
detail  of  State  Police  and  escorted  to  the  hotel  where  they  were 
guests  of  the  Tercentenary  Commission  and  later  to  the  State 
House. 

It  had  been  planned  to  hold  the  exercises  on  the  marble  terrace 
at  the  front  entrance  and  amplifiers  had  been  arranged  to  carry  the 
words  of  the  speakers  as  far  as  the  railroad  station,  but  a  rain  which 
as  the  morning  wore  on  increased  until  it  became  heavy,  necessi¬ 
tated  removal  within  doors,  where  a  second  set  of  amplifiers  had 
been  placed  for  such  an  emergency.  The  addresses  were  broadcast 
over  Station  WEAN. 
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The  speakers  stand  was  arranged  in  front  of  the  State  room  on 
the  second  floor,  the  guests  being  seated  on  all  three  floors,  around 
the  rotunda.  They  included  Chief  Justice  Edmund  W.  Flynn  and 
associate  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Presiding  Justice  Jeremiah 
E.  O’Connell  and  justices  of  the  Superior  Court,  the  General  Offi¬ 
cers  of  the  State,  the  Rhode  Island  General  Assembly,  a  delegation 
from  the  Massachusetts  Senate  and  House,  representatives  from 
patriotic,  historical  and  civic  organizations  and  distinguished 
citizens. 

Color  was  added  by  the  uniforms  of  ancient  chartered  organi¬ 
zations  of  the  State  Militia,  including  the  Kentish  Guards  of  East 
Greenwich,  The  First  Light  Infantry  Regiment  and  the  First  Light 
Infantry  Veterans  of  Providence,  the  United  Train  of  Artillery 
Veterans  of  Providence,  the  Bristol  Train  of  Artillery  of  Bristol 
and  the  Varnum  Continentals  of  East  Greenwich. 

More  than  2000  persons  crowded  into  every  nook  and  corner 
of  the  great  building  to  witness  the  historic  ceremony. 

Preceding  the  opening  of  the  exercises  at  2 : 3  0  o’clock,  a  band 
concert  was  given  by  the  Providence  Festival  Band,  Robert  Gray, 
leader,  which  included  the  "Rhode  Island  State  March”  by  George 
Spink  and  the  "Rhode  Island  Forward  March”,  the  latter  written 
for  the  occasion  by  Raymond  G.  Williams  of  the  Providence  Sym¬ 
phony  Orchestra. 

Very  Rev.  Lorenzo  C.  McCarthy,  O.  P.,  President  of  Provi¬ 
dence  College  and  Chairman  of  the  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary 
Commission,  presided  and  made  the  opening  address. 

"This  is  in  truth  a  very  memorable  occasion,”  he  said.  "We 
are  assembled  to  inaugurate  the  tercentennial  celebration  of  the 
founding  of  Rhode  Island  by  Roger  Williams.  This  celebration 
should  unquestionably  emphasize  the  political  and  social  philoso¬ 
phies  of  the  founder,  but  by  the  same  title  we  should  not  be  un¬ 
mindful  of  the  efforts  of  the  people  who  in  each  succeeding  gener¬ 
ation  have  rendered  those  principles  functional.” 

Citing  that  the  movement  led  by  Williams  was  a  protest 
against  conditions  then  existant,  he  applied  the  lesson  to  today, 
saying: 

"Communism,  Fascism  and  Naziism  are,  in  their  negative 
aspects,  protests  against  certain  social,  political  or  economic  injus- 
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tices.  Russia  has  gone  Communistic  as  a  protest  against  the  unequal 
distribution  of  wealth;  Italy  has  gone  Fascist  as  a  protest  against 
an  economic  order  which  did  not  supply  its  citizens  with  the  means 
of  subsistence;  and  Germany  has  gone  Nazi  as  a  protest  against  a 
threat  to  destroy  its  national  integrity. 

"In  each  instance  there  is  a  justifiable  reaction  against  the 
violation  of  class,  racial  or  national  rights.  And  I  think  that  all 
fair-minded  persons  will  recognize  the  reasonableness  of  their  pro¬ 
testations.” 

The  invocation  followed,  by  Rev.  Arthur  W.  Cleaves,  D.  D., 
pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  Providence,  founded  by  Roger 
Williams  and  associates.  The  "Rhode  Island  State  Hymn”  was  then 
sung  by  the  Festival  Chorus,  accompanied  by  the  Festival  Band. 

Gov.  James  M.  Curley  of  Massachusetts  then  presented  to 
Governor  Theodore  Francis  Green  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence 
Plantations,  the  Act  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Court  rescinding 
the  decree  of  banishment  imposed  by  the  Court  October  9,  1675, 
upon  "Mr.  Roger  Williams,  of  Salem,”  saying: 

Massachusetts  is  indebted  to  Governor  Green  and  the  good 
people  of  Rhode  Island  for  forcibly  directing  our  attention  to  the 
necessity  for  righting  a  grievous  wrong  to  a  great  American  liberal 
with  whom  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  dealt  most  un¬ 
justly  and  severely  three  centuries  ago,  Roger  Williams.  The  great 
philosopher,  John  Ruskin,  said.  "Every  noble  soul  leaves  a  fiber 
of  it  interwoven  forever  in  the  work  of  the  world.”  And  of  no 
single  individual  can  this  be  said  to  be  true  of  than  in  the  case  of 
Roger  Williams. 

The  dominant  characteristic  of  Roger  Williams  was  his 
supremely  high  order  of  moral  courage,  uncompromising  integrity 
and  adherence  to  what  he  regarded  as  duty  regardless  of  conse¬ 
quences.  Roger  Williams’  contention  at  all  times  was  that  Christian 
liberty  was  the  only  true  test  of  Christian  fellowship,  so  that  to 
walk  with  and  understand  this  great  American  it  was  necessary  to 
lay  aside  every  mean  thought  that  savored  of  prejudice. 

The  pronouncement  of  Roger  Williams  for  which  he  suffered 
the  sentence  of  banishment  were  identical  with  the  pronounce¬ 
ments  made  by  the  fathers  of  the  American  Government  more 
than  a  century  and  a  quarter  later.  It  was  a  pronouncement  most 
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remarkable  and  highly  courageous  at  a  time  when  ecclesiastical 
authorities  and  intolerance  walked  hand  in  hand.  It  represented 
the  first  enunciation  of  that  great  principle  which  years  later 
formed  the  cornerstone  upon  which  the  American  Republic  was 
established,  namely,  the  right  of  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness  to  all  men  regardless  of  race,  creed,  or  color. 

What  the  great  poet  Coleridge  said  of  Milton  is  applicable  to 
Roger  Williams,  namely,  "that  he  lived  so  far  in  advance  of  his  age 
as  to  dwarf  himself  in  the  distance.55 

The  chief  offense  of  which  Roger  Williams  was  guilty  was 
that  he  adhered  to  the  belief  that  every  sect  was  entitled  to  worship 
in  the  manner  it  pleased  and  regardless  of  race,  creed  or  color  no 
one  should  be  punished  for  his  belief.  This  liberal  and  mental  atti¬ 
tude  in  1776  was  recognized  as  the  cornerstone  of  American  Gov¬ 
ernment,  but  in  Roger  Williams  day  it  was  in  conflict  with  the 
viewpoint  of  the  established  church  headed  by  the  Reverend  John 
Cotton.  The  insistence  of  Roger  Williams  that  the  secular  courts 
had  no  right  to  punish  a  man  for  canon  defects,  was  the  basis  for 
his  banishment  in  October  of  1635.  The  outstanding  feature  in 
connection  with  the  punishment  of  Roger  Williams  was  that  un¬ 
questionably  the  declaration  that  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony 
did  not  actually  own  the  land  which  they  claimed  and  occupied  in 
the  name  of  the  King,  won  for  him  the  good  will  of  the  Indians  of 
the  Narragansett  Tribe  and  later  made  possible  the  protection 
from  the  massacre  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  by  these  same 
Indians.  The  Massachusetts  General  Court  in  1635  heard  the 
charges,  and  unquestionably  through  fear  of  the  Reverend  John 
Cotton,  pronounced  the  sentence  of  banishment.  With  no  desire 
to  leave  the  field  where  he  had  performed  such  notable  service  in 
the  vineyard  of  God,  Roger  Williams,  with  four  companions,  fled 
to  what  is  now  your  beautiful  state  of  Rhode  Island,  and  in  striking 
contrast  with  other  claim  jumpers,  he  paid  the  Indians  for  the  land 
taken,  now  known  as  the  capitol  city  of  Rhode  Island — Providence. 

His  viewpoint  with  reference  to  mental  reservations  in  wor¬ 
ship  and  civic  matter  is  expressed  in  his  utterance  "God  in  his  in¬ 
finite  wisdom  hath  given  me  to  see  the  city,  court  and  country  the 
schools  and  universities  of  my  native  country,  to  converse  with 
some  Turks,  Jews,  Papists  and  all  sorts  of  Protestants,  and  by  books 
to  know  the  affairs  and  religions  of  all  countries — Being  forced  to 
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observe  the  goings  of  God  and  the  spirits  of  men  both  in  Old  and 
New  England — I  did  humbly  apprehend  my  call  from  America  not 
to  hide  my  candle  under  a  bed  of  ease  and  pleasure  or  a  bushel  of 
gain  and  profit,  but  to  set  it  on  a  candlestick  of  this  public  pro¬ 
fession  for  the  benefit  of  others”. 

The  open  defy  of  ecclesiastical  authorities  representing  as  it 
did  the  pronouncement  of  separation  between  Church  and  State 
was  a  challenge  to  the  doctrine  as  presented  by  the  Reverend  John 
Cotton  who  was  sufficiently  powerful  to  compel  the  adoption  of 
the  order  for  the  banishment  of  Roger  Williams.  His  position  was 
in  line  with  the  pronouncement  of  the  Divine  Master  who  was  the 
first  Advocate  of  the  separation  of  Church  and  State  when  he 
expounded  the  doctrine  of  "rendering  unto  Caesar  the  things  that 
are  Caesar’s  and  to  God  the  things  that  are  God’s”.  To  Roger 
Williams  then  more  than  to  any  other  individual  may  be  traced 
the  inclusion  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence  and  the  Bill  of 
Rights  of  the  principles  of  liberty  of  thought  and  freedom  of 
conscience,  without  which  unquestionably  the  development  and 
progress  of  America  might  have  been  greatly  retarded. 

The  Constitution  as  drafted  by  Roger  Williams  for  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  Rhode  Island  Plantation  in  1647  guaranteed  liberty 
of  person,  liberty  of  estates  and  property  subject  only  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  chosen  by  the  people,  liberty  of  society  and  corpora¬ 
tion;  liberty  of  free  disputes,  debates,  writing  and  printing — in 
other  words — freedom  of  speech  and  freedom  of  the  press,  and 
to  these  principles  of  freedom  expounded  by  Roger  Williams  may 
we  as  Americans  trace  whatever  is  worth  while  in  the  life  of  the 
American  nation. 

From  time  to  time,  even  since  the  pronouncement  of  the 
principles  as  enunciated  by  Roger  Williams  and  as  later  embodied 
in  the  Charter  of  our  Rights  as  Americans,  attempts  have  been 
made  to  abridge  or  restrict  those  rights  by  certain  agencies,  but 
to  the  ground  work  laid  by  Roger  Williams  and  foundationed  by 
the  colonial  fathers,  they  have  been  maintained  without  change 
and  growing  more  virile  through  the  years. 

It  is  fitting  in  this  hour  of  serious  world  travail  when  the  Jew 
is  required  to  suffer  for  conscience  sake  in  Germany  and  the 
Christian  is  required  to  suffer  in  Russia,  and  the  Catholic  is  required 
to  suffer  in  Mexico,  the  pronouncement  of  Roger  Williams  be- 
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comes  more  potent  and  the  necessity  for  maintaining  the  principles 
for  which  he  suffered  banishment  become  more  pronounced. 

That  the  revocation  of  the  order  for  the  banishment  of  Roger 
Williams  should  be  signed  by  a  son  of  immigrant  parents  who  fled 
the  land  of  their  birth  to  escape  misrule  three  centuries  after  the 
order  of  banishment  had  become  effective,  is  but  an  added  indica¬ 
tion  that  the  world  moves  on  and  that  Almighty  God  is  still  Ruler 
of  the  Universe. 

As  he  concluded,  Gov.  Curley  handed  to  Gov.  Green,  the 
copy  of  the  resolution  revoking  the  decree  of  banishment,  framed, 
engrossed  and  embellished  with  the  quill  pen  used  to  sign  the 
original  act. 

The  Providence  Festival  Chorus  sang  “Song  of  the  World 
Adventurers”  led  by  John  B.  Archer. 

Governor  Green’s  reply  to  the  presentation  of  the  Resolution 

was: 

It  is  a  peculiar  privilege,  which  no  man  could  esteem  more 
highly  than  do  I,  to  welcome  to  this  State  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations  the  progressive  Governor  and  other  high 
officials  of  the  neighboring  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  as 
they  come  officially  to  inform  us  of  the  revocation  of  the  decree 
of  banishment  of  our  founder,  Roger  Williams,  300  years  ago. 

The  cynic  and  the  materialist  may  sneeringly  remark  that 
this  revocation  means  nothing  to  Roger  Williams  and  that  this 
ceremony  is  purposeless  and  purely  sentimental.  Let  them  not 
forget,  however,  that  sentiment  is  one  of  the  great  moving  forces 
in  the  world!  This  revocation  on  the  part  of  Massachusetts  is 
definite  proof  that  the  ideas  upon  which  Roger  Williams  founded 
this  colony  have  prevailed.  This  ceremony  is  a  gesture  of  friend¬ 
ship,  than  which  none  could  at  this  time  be  more  significant,  or 
more  heartily  appreciated  by  the  present  citizens  of  the  colony 
Williams  founded.  On  the  one  hand  we  should  be  grateful  to 
Massachusetts  that  it  banished  Williams,  otherwise  this  colony 
might  not  have  come  into  existence.  On  the  other  hand  we  are 
grateful  to  Massachusetts  because  in  the  future  these  two  states 
will  go  forward  with  the  common  high  purpose  to  achieve  as  nearly 
as  possible  the  ideals  Williams  proclaimed  and  which  are  not  yet 
entirely  attained. 


•6 1  • 


<sA  Report  of  the  Tercentenary  Commission 


We  people  of  Rhode  Island  on  commemorating  the  three 
hundredth  year  of  our  State  signalize  a  founding  of  a  large  signifi¬ 
cance  and  a  history  of  particular  liveliness  and  interest.  This  State 
is  usually  referred  to  as  "the  smallest  state  in  the  Union”,  and  so  it 
is  geographically.  Perhaps  this  reference  is  fortunate,  because  it 
is  almost  always  supplemented  by  the  comment  that  it  is  smallest 
only  in  this  one  respect.  The  historians  have  found  that  there  is  a 
great  deal  more  to  be  said.  Living  in  these  Plantations  at  the  start 
was  dangerous.  It  was  also  idealistic  in  things  of  the  mind,  of  the 
spirit  and  of  society.  It  was  a  hard-fought,  often  disastrously  en¬ 
dangered  life.  It  came  through  immensely  trying  periods,  always 
assuming  a  certain  character  unmistakable  among  others,  and 
prominent  among  its  sister  states. 

There  are  some  accomplishments — let  us  admit  the  fact — not 
to  be  accredited  to  Rhode  Island.  We  are  not,  of  course,  high  on 
the  population  lists  of  the  world.  We  have  no  great  metropolis. 
The  sum  total  of  our  productivity  is  not  outstanding.  Yet  even 
among  physical  and  material  things,  little  Rhode  Island  is  not 
without  its  particular  character.  Also  we  have  one  of  the  finest 
harbors,  not  only  in  America  but  in  the  world.  We  can  boast  of 
our  climate;  for  have  not  impartial  college  professors  and  scientists 
assured  us  it  is  unsurpassed? 

But,  of  course,  it  is  not  on  such  things  as  these  that  we  place 
emphasis  in  a  commemorative  year  such  as  this  one.  We  are  glad 
to  be  where  we  are;  we  are  prouder  to  think  of  what  we  have  done 
and  what  we  have  been.  The  three  hundred  years  would  be  as 
nothing  had  they  been  idly  spent  on  the  shores  of  Narragansett 
Bay.  It  is  not  the  time  nor  the  place  that  matters,  but  the  people 
that  matter,  and  what  they  have  accomplished. 

Three  hundred  years  are,  after  all,  a  brief  time  in  the  world’s 
span  of  life.  Only  the  other  day,  the  city  of  Rome  celebrated  its 
two  thousand,  six  hundred  and  eighty-ninth  years!  How  young 
that  makes  us  feel!  These  three  centuries  seem  like  a  day  compared 
to  such  antiquity.  It  is  only  when  we  recall  the  relatively  vast 
progress  of  humankind  in  those  generations  since  Roger  Williams 
came  to  these  shores  that  our  own  history  appears  also  to  reach 
far  back  into  a  very  remote  past. 

Think  for  a  moment  of  the  immense  changes  which  altered 
the  world  since  1636.  Materially,  at  least,  the  world  is  a  new  place. 
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Machines  travel  over  land  and  sea,  and  through  the  air;  they  vibrate 
in  our  mills  and  factories;  they  produce  a  vast  portion  of  the  things 
we  use.  We  have  created  great  material  power.  We  have  accumu¬ 
lated  enormous  wealth.  We  have  known  both  triumph  and  defeat 
in  these  things.  We  have  had  the  chagrin  of  mismanaging  things 
which  we  ourselves  had  made;  even  now  we  are  striving  to  adjust 
ourselves  to  the  industrial  and  financial  conditions  which,  so  rapidly 
brought  into  being,  are  difficult  to  control. 

Politically,  the  world  has  altered  until,  again,  it  has  become 
a  new  place.  There  have  been  tyrants  and  czars,  there  have  been 
weak  thrones  and  strong  ones.  Of  all  these,  almost  none  remains, 
and  the  past  three  hundred  years  have  been  loud  with  their  crashing 
down,  with  revolution  and  war.  Democracy,  spreading  widely 
through  the  world,  has  taken  many  semblances;  and  it  remains 
today,  with  fascism  and  communism,  one  of  three  great  political 
forces. 

Socially,  perhaps,  the  world  has  altered  most  of  all.  The  three 
centuries  have  been  great  levelers.  They  have  torn  down  the  few 
in  high  places  yet,  no  less,  they  have  lifted  millions  to  better, 
healthier  living.  Even  on  happy  occasions  such  as  this,  it  would 
be  absurd  to  picture  the  world  as  a  playground.  We  cannot  forget, 
even  for  a  moment,  the  great  deal  that  remains  to  be  done  to  insure 
the  greater  security  and  peace  of  mankind.  Nevertheless,  the  truth 
remains  that  we  have  traveled  far  since  1636.  Materially,  politi¬ 
cally,  socially — these  three  ways  bound  closely  together, — we  have, 
whatever  our  unsolved  problems,  taken  great  strides  ahead. 

Have  we  so  progressed,  spiritually?  It  is  not  an  easy  question. 
How  would  Roger  Williams  answer  it,  were  he  here  today?  It 
concerns  the  clerics,  the  philosophers  of  the  world;  it  may  well 
baffle  you  and  me  and  laymen  in  general.  Our  material  advances 
have  seemed  to  many  to  oppose  our  spiritual  well  being.  Yet,  I 
think  we  may  say  that  the  larger  democratization  which  has  been 
accomplished  has  been  no  enemy  of  the  mental  and  moral  life  of 
peoples;  indeed,  that  democratization  is  the  child  of  a  growing 
mental  and  moral  life.  In  turn  again,  it  promises  to  advance  that 
life. 

From  one  point  of  view  we  cannot  surpass  the  visions  of 
Roger  Williams.  We  may  recreate  them  in  fact;  we  may  succeed 
in  their  widespread  dissemination;  but  we  cannot  improve  them. 
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We  cannot  think  better  than  Williams  thought  in  his  formulation 
of  a  truly  Christian  community.  We  have  changed  in  this:  that 
now  Williams  is  widely  praised,  then  he  was  widely  blamed.  Even 
Massachusetts — storehouse  of  wisdom — I  should  say  "especially 
Massachusetts”,  found  much  fault  in  this  man.  With  hard,  Yankee 
stubborness,  it  has  taken  our  neighbor-state  exactly  three  hundred 
years  to  recall  its  opposition!  And  we  are  honored  today  by  the 
presence  of  these  Massachusetts  officials  who  have  come  down  to 
hear  our  "What  Cheer!  Netop”  and  to  answer  our  greeting  with 
this  friendly  news  of  the  recall  of  the  edict  of  banishment  of  our 
founder. 

We  must  never  forget  that  the  founding  of  Providence  and 
these  Plantations  differed  radically  from  the  founding  of  all  the 
other  colonies  in  North  America.  Some  were  business  enterprises; 
some  were  the  result  of  exploration;  some  were  havens  of  refuge 
where  a  particular  kind  of  people  might  express  themselves.  But 
Williams,  seeking  a  place  for  his  exile,  founded  this  State  as  a 
Utopean  community.  The  birth  of  Rhode  Island  meant  the  mate¬ 
rializing  of  a  very  certain  set  of  social,  political  and  religious  ideals 
which  Williams  had  definitely  formulated.  Rhode  Island  became 
the  focus  of  his  entire  life.  And  that  life  was  spent  in  striving  to 
realize  a  Christianity-inspired,  truly  democratic  state  where  men 
were  equal  in  each  other’s  sight  and  in  the  sight  of  God. 

To  Roger  Williams’  influence  there  can  be  no  end.  He  ex¬ 
pressed  perfectly  an  ideal  community  for  man.  No  progressive 
system  of  government,  no  progressive  scheme  of  society — what¬ 
ever  name  it  may  take  for  itself — can  lack  those  principles  which 
Williams  set  forth.  They  inspired  the  founders  of  the  United 
States;  their  echo  rings  in  our  State  and  national  Declaration  of 
Independence,  our  Bill  of  Rights  and  our  Constitution.  They  will 
still  be  a  guiding  ideal  wherever  progressive  man  thinks  and  hopes. 

The  Tercentenary  opening  exercises  were  closed  with  benedic¬ 
tion  by  Rt.  Rev.  G.  Gaylord  Bennett,  D.  D.,  Auxiliary  Bishop  of 
Rhode  Island  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  This  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  general  singing  of  "America”. 

All  public  schools  in  the  State  were  closed  on  May  4  by  request 
of  the  General  Assembly,  to  allow  the  pupils  to  attend  the  State 
House  ceremonies.  A  very  large  number  took  advantage  of  this 
opportunity. 


•  64  • 


The  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  1636-1936 


S.  A.  R.  Celebration 

Immediately  on  the  close  of  the  State  celebration,  the  Rhode 
Island  Society,  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  held  in  the  State 
House  rotunda  exercises  originally  planned  for  the  green  lawns  of 
the  State  House  grounds,  where  a  tree  had  been  planted  for  dedi¬ 
cation  as  a  "grand  child”  of  the  famous  "Washington  Elm”  at 
Cambridge,  under  whose  sheltering  boughs  George  Washington 
took  command  of  the  American  Army  at  the  opening  of  the  War 
of  the  Revolution. 

The  tree  is  planted  about  60  feet  in  from  Smith  street,  just 
west  of  Gaspee  street. 

Chairman  Frank  A.  Page  introduced  Col.  Henry  D.  C. 
Dubois,  donor  of  the  tree,  as  the  opening  speaker  following  the 
invocation  by  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  T.  Glines,  S.  A.  R.  chaplain. 
Judge  Dubois  presented  the  tree  to  Col.  Winfield  Scott  Solomon, 
President  of  Rhode  Island  Chapter  and  Col.  Solomon  in  turn  pre¬ 
sented  it  to  Governor  Theodore  Francis  Green  who  accepted  it  on 
behalf  of  the  State.  Dr.  James  F.  Rockett,  Director  of  Education, 
also  spoke. 

A  packet  of  soil  gathered  from  places  that  were  milestones  in 
the  life  of  Washington,  was  scattered  about  the  roots  of  the  tree, 
which  was  grown  from  a  shoot  out  of  an  original  seedling  from  the 
Cambridge  elm.  Included  was  soil  from  Washington’s  birthplace 
in  Wakefield,  Va.;  from  his  boyhood  home  opposite  Fredericks¬ 
burg,  Md.;  from  Fort  Necessity,  scene  of  his  first  real  military 
experience;  from  the  garden  of  his  mother’s  town  house  in  Fred¬ 
ericksburg;  from  Independence  Hall,  Philadelphia,  where  he  was 
appointed  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  American  troops  by  Con¬ 
gress;  from  the  old  State  House  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  where  he 
resigned  his  commission  at  the  end  of  the  war  and  from  Mount 
Vernon,  his  last  home  and  final  resting  place. 

In  the  evening  the  Rhode  Island  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion  and  Daughters  of  the  Revolution,  dined  together  at  the 
Biltmore  Hotel,  the  guests  of  honor  being  Governor  Green,  Mayor 
James  E.  Dunne  of  Providence,  Very  Rev.  Lorenzo  C.  McCarthy, 
O.  P.,  chairman  of  the  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  Commission; 
Ira  Lloyd  Letts,  chairman  of  the  BJiode  Island  and  Providence 
Plantations  Tercentenary  Committee,  Inc.;  and  Councilman 
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David  A.  Dorgan,  chairman  of  the  Providence  City  Council  Ter¬ 
centenary  Committee. 

Col.  Winfield  Scott  Solomon,  president  of  the  S.  A.  R.,  and 
Mrs.  Arthur  M.  McCrillis,  State  Regent  of  the  Rhode  Island 
D.  A.  R.  headed  the  reception  line. 

Speakers  were  the  official  guests,  Dr.  Gus  W.  Dyer,  professor 
of  economics  at  Vanderbilt  University,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  Spencer 
H.  Over,  president  of  the  British  Empire  Club;  Arthur  M. 
McCrillis,  past  president  general,  National  Society,  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution;  Col.  Solomon  and  Mrs.  McCrillis,  the  latter 
two  presiding  as  dual  toastmasters. 

On  the  afternoon  preceding  the  Tercentenary  opening,  a 
Forefather’s  Observance  was  held  at  the  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Providence,  the  oldest  church  of  that  faith  in  America.  The 
pastor,  Rev.  Arthur  W.  Cleaves,  D.D.,  read  from  a  sermon  on  "Self 
Love”,  delivered  at  Plymouth  in  1621  by  Robert  Cushman,  a 
layman.  This  was  the  first  sermon  preached  in  New  England  and 
the  oldest  extant  of  any  delivered  in  America. 

After  hearing  the  beating  of  a  drum  summoning  them,  the 
congregation  filed  into  the  church,  the  deacons  wearing  Colonial 
costume. 

The  service  was  opened  with  a  prayer  first  used  in  1621.  The 
Scripture  was  read  with  interpolations  gathered  for  the  service 
from  old  church  records.  The  hymn  was  chanted  by  a  Presentor 
in  Colonial  garb  who  after  each  line  paused  while  the  congregation 
repeated  it.  While  Dr.  Cleaves  preached  and  the  others  prayed, 
two  tithing  men  with  long  poles,  one  bearing  a  rabbit  foot,  the 
other  a  rabbit  tail,  went  among  the  worshipers  keeping  them  awake 
in  Colonial  fashion.  Musket  men  and  Indians  of  the  American 
Indian  Federation,  added  Colonial  color  to  the  service,  the  first 
of  several  similar  ones  held  during  the  Tercentenary,  in  other 
churches  about  the  State. 
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ROGER  WILLIAMS’  WATCH  IS  SHOWN 

THE  silver  watch  carried  by  Roger  Williams  was  placed  on 
exhibition  in  Providence  as  a  feature  of  the  opening  ceremony 
of  the  Tercentenary.  An  inch  and  a  quarter  thick,  two  and  one- 
eighths  inches  in  diameter,  fully  10  ounces  in  weight,  with  a 
swinging  pendulum  and  a  device  that  changes  every  24  hours  to 
mark  the  day  of  the  month,  the  watch,  still  in  order  and  still 
keeping  good  time,  was  one  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  the 
anniversary. 

The  watch  is  owned  by  H.  Russell  Drowne,  Jr.,  of  New  York, 
who  brought  it  here  for  a  public  showing  in  keeping  a  promise 
made  to  Governor  Green  in  193  5  at  Camp  Pine,  N.  Y.  Even  the 
works  are  of  gilt,  elaborately  decorated.  The  pendulum  is  a  curi¬ 
osity,  seldom  seen  even  in  the  oldest  time  pieces.  The  spring 
originally  was  wound  with  a  catgut  cord,  but  about  a  century 
ago  this  was  replaced  by  a  fine  chain.  It  is  wound  by  a  separate  key 
about  an  inch  long,  inserted  in  a  slot  in  the  back. 

Hands  of  carved  gold  point  to  hours  in  letters  and  to  minutes 
in  numerals.  Behind  a  thick  rock  crystal  glass  is  the  face  of  the 
watch  in  silver,  ornamented  in  the  centre  with  a  Cupid  blowing 
a  bugle  and  following  a  stag  pursued  by  a  hound.  The  name  of  the 
maker,  Cornelius  Uyterweer  of  Rotterdam,  Holland,  is  engraved 
on  the  face.  Below  this  is  the  small  opening  through  which  may 
be  seen  a  rotating  disc  telling  the  day  of  the  month. 

The  case  is  thus  described  by  Mr.  Drowne: 

"The  outside  case  is  silver,  the  work  of  the  celebrated  French 
repousee  worker,  Cochin,  and  is  of  remarkably  fine  workmanship, 
representing  the  parting  of  Hector  and  Andromache  before  the 
walls  of  Troy,  as  described  in  the  Iliad.  Hector  is  taking  leave  of 
his  family  before  going  to  the  battle  in  which  he  is  killed  by 
Achilles.  His  little  son,  Astyanas,  is  frightened  by  his  father’s 
shining  crest  and  nodding  plumes,  and  his  mother  is  passing  him 
to  the  nurse  who  is  kneeling  to  receive  him.  There  are  a  group  of 
figures  in  the  background.  Beneath  appears  'Cochin  Sc.’  The  case 
has  been  worn  until  it  is  exceedingly  thin  but  it  still  gives  evidence 
of  its  former  beauty.” 
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Just  when  or  where  'Williams  came  into  possession  of  the 
watch  is  not  known,  although  family  documents  and  records  prove 
he  once  owned  it,  Mr.  Drowne  said. 

Probably  before  the  turn  of  the  Eighteenth  Century,  Dr. 
Williams  Thayer,  a  lineal  descendant  of  Roger  Williams,  received 
it  as  a  gift  or  possibly  an  inheritance,  from  his  mother,  Betsy 
Williams,  wife  of  David  Thayer.  About  1812,  Dr.  Thayer  gave 
it  to  his  son,  William  Thayer,  Jr.,  who  sold  it  to  his  friend,  William 
Drowne.  After  carrying  it  for  5 1  years,  William  Drowne  sold  it  to 
Henry  Bernardin  Drowne  in  1865.  Drowne  died  in  Providence 
and  in  his  time  was  best  known  as  "the  man  with  the  Roger 
Williams  watch.” 

Thence  it  went  to  Henry  Russell  Drowne  and  then  to  H. 
Russell  Drowne,  Jr.,  the  present  owner,  who  has  refused  to  part 
with  it. 
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RHODE  ISLAND  BOUNDARIES 

ALASTING  memorial  of  the  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  is  the 
publication  “Rhode  Island  Boundaries,  1636-1936”  by  John 
Hutchins  Cady,  Consultant  to  the  State  Planning  Board,  issued 
late  in  the  Tercentenary  year  by  the  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary 
Commission.  This  is  a  3  2 -page  cloth  bound  book,  8  /z  by  1 1  inches 
page,  with  six  full  sized  page  maps  showing  the  territorial  bounds 
of  the  State  at  various  periods  in  its  history.  Like  the  other  pub¬ 
lications  by  the  State  Tercentenary  Commission,  it  was  printed 
for  gratuitous  distribution  to  libraries,  historical  societies  and  other 
organizations  and  individuals  interested  in  Rhode  Island  history. 

It  is  the  first  publication  on  a  most  interesting  phase  of  this 
history.  The  text  and  maps  are  descriptive  of  the  boundaries  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  and  of  her 
counties  and  towns,  as  they  have  been  developed  from  the  first 
settlement  by  the  English  up  to  her  Tercentenary  year,  Nineteen 
Hundred  and  Thirty-six. 

“Rhode  Island  Boundaries”  was  first  issued  in  mimeographed 
form  June  15,  1936  as  a  special  report  of  the  Rhode  Island  State 
Planning  Board.  The  maps  were  designed  by  the  author  and  drawn 
by  William  A.  Perry,  a  staff  artist  of  the  planning  board,  whose 
services  were  made  available  by  the  Works  Progress  Administra¬ 
tion.  The  value  of  the  work  was  at  once  recognized  and  it  was 
issued  in  permanent  form  by  the  State  Tercentenary  Commission 
in  December  of  that  year,  as  one  of  its  last  services. 
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THE  ROGER  WILLIAMS  MEMORIAL 

WHEN  Roger  Williams,  man  of  peace,  was  buried  in  1683 
with  the  honors  paid  a  soldier,  his  grave  on  the  rear  of  his 
home  lot,  now  the  Sullivan  Dorr  estate  109  Benefit  street,  corner 
of  Bowen,  was  left  unmarked  and  in  the  course  of  time  its  exact 
location  was  almost  forgotten.  It  was  finally  identified  by  the 
recollection  of  one  who  as  a  child  had  been  present  at  the  interment 
of  another  member  of  his  family,  and  who  had  then  been  shown 
its  location. 

In  later  years  the  stone  base  of  a  broken  pillar  intended  for 
the  Arcade  was  placed  at  its  head.  This  has  remained  the  only 
marker  of  what  since  1860  has  been  an  empty  grave,  for  in  that 
year  it  was  opened  with  the  idea  of  removing  the  dust  of  the 
founder  to  a  suitable  memorial.  No  traces  were  found  of  any 
coffin;  no  bones  remained;  nothing  more  than  a  strata  of  earth 
somewhat  darker  than  that  which  surrounded  it.  This  was  care¬ 
fully  removed  and  placed  in  the  tomb  of  Stephen  Randall  of 
Providence,  a  direct  descendant  of  the  founder. 

In  this  old  tomb  in  North  Burial  Ground,  the  city’s  oldest 
cemetery,  what  was  believed  to  be  the  dust  of  the  founder  re¬ 
mained  for  72  years  in  an  old  soap  box  until  again  its  location  was 
almost  forgotten.  Then  it  was  rediscovered,  placed  in  a  steel  chest 
and  removed  to  a  second  tomb  in  the  old  cemetery,  to  wait  further 
progress  in  the  effort  to  erect  a  suitable  memorial. 

This  effort,  begun  in  18  50  by  the  Providence  Association  of 
Mechanics  and  Manufacturers,  once  one  of  the  most  outstanding 
of  Rhode  Island  organizations  for  culture  and  progress,  but  now 
only  a  memory,  is  being  brought  to  success  at  long  last  in  this 
Tercentenary  year  by  the  Roger  Williams  Memorial  Association 
and  the  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  Tercentenary 
Committee,  Inc. 

From  the  first  effort  by  the  Providence  Association  of 
Mechanics  and  Manufacturers,  $100  was  raised  by  a  course  of  ten 
lectures  and  by  subscription.  This  was  deposited  in  the  Providence 
Institution  for  Savings  where  it  had  grown  through  subsequent 
additions,  to  $250  by  1867. 
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At  a  meeting  attended  by  nearly  two  hundred  citizens  and 
held  in  1860,  in  Westminster  Hall,  the  Roger  Williams  Monument 
Association  was  organized.  This  association  raised  $50,  deposited 
it  in  the  Union  Savings  Bank  and  later  in  the  Providence  Institu¬ 
tion  for  Savings.  This  fund,  with  subsequent  deposits  and  interest, 
had  increased  by  1878  to  $1,156.02. 

Both  efforts  having  ceased  and  public  interest  having  died 
out,  Stephen  Randall  of  Providence,  proud  of  his  direct  descent 
from  Roger  Williams  and  indignant  at  the  neglect,  deposited 
$1,000  in  the  Peoples  Savings  Bank  on  January  5,  1865  as  the 
nucleus  for  a  fund  for  a  monument.  He  executed  a  deed  of  gift  in 
which  he  stipulated  the  size,  type  and  a  description  of  the  monu¬ 
ment  he  desired  erected,  stipulating  also  that  it  should  be  placed 
on  Prospect  Terrace,  the  highest  point  of  land  in  Providence,  and 
should  be  visible  from  Bunker  Hill  in  Charlestown,  Massachusetts. 

The  trustees  of  the  fund  were  by  the  deed  of  gift  authorized 
"Whenever  this  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  with  such  deposits, 
accumulations,  collections  and  subscriptions  of  responsible  parties 
appropriated  .  .  .  shall  amount  to  a  sum  sufficient  ...  to  buy 
the  land  required  and  erect  and  complete  such  monument  ...  to 
pay  the  entire  sum  ...  to  the  Roger  Williams  Monument  Asso¬ 
ciation  ...  or  to  some  other  responsible  body  incorporated  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  a  monument  to  Roger  Williams.” 

Mr.  Randall’s  $1,000  had  grown  by  1886,  the  year  of  the 
250th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  Providence,  to  $4,353.11 

Mr.  Randall  died  in  1874  without  seeing  further  action  and 
the  suitable  recognition  of  the  founder  for  which  he  had  planned, 
was  forgotten.  The  State  of  Rhode  Island  placed  in  Statuary  Hall 
in  the  Capitol  at  Washington,  a  marble  statue  of  Roger  Williams, 
executed  by  Franklin  Simmons  of  Maine.  The  City  of  Providence 
erected  in  Roger  Williams  Park  in  accordance  with  a  stipulation 
in  the  will  of  Betsy  Williams  presenting  the  old  Williams  farm 
to  the  city  for  a  public  park,  a  bronze  statue  on  a  marble  base, 
also  executed  by  Simmons. 

A  statue  was  erected  at  Geneva,  Switzerland,  a  bust  was  placed 
in  the  Hall  of  Fame  in  New  York,  but  no  further  move  was  made 
toward  a  monument  to  Roger  Williams  in  the  city  and  State  he 
founded,  until  1934  when  the  General  Assembly  incorporated  the 
Rhode  Island  Roger  Williams  Memorial  Association.  This  was  an 
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organization  of  leading  citizens  in  all  parts  of  the  State,  with  the 
Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  State,  the  Mayors  of  each 
of  its  five  cities,  the  presidents  or  heads  of  historical  societies  and 
of  the  hereditary  and  patriotic  organizations  of  the  State  as  ex- 
officio  members. 

In  October  of  the  Tercentenary  year  the  various  funds  in  the 
two  savings  banks,  accumulated  for  the  erection  of  a  monument, 
totaled  about  $44,300.  These  funds  were  placed  to  the  credit  of 
the  newly  organized  association,  and  to  them  were  added  about 
$15,000  from  the  funds  of  the  so-called  Jubilee  Committee,  the 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  Tercentenary  Commit¬ 
tee,  Inc. 

While  the  stipulations  in  the  original  deed  of  gift  by  Stephen 
Randall  have,  through  action  by  the  State,  the  city  and  the  courts, 
been  so  altered  as  to  remove  the  impossible  restrictions  he  imposed, 
his  desire  to  have  the  Williams  monument  on  Prospect  Terrace  has 
been  respected  and  the  design  finally  accepted  by  the  association 
will  rise  from  the  commanding  height  off  Congdon  street,  over¬ 
looking  the  entire  west  side  of  the  city.  The  statue  will  stand 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  spot  where  he  was  buried  with  the 
honors  due  one  who  was  a  leader  in  war  as  in  peace. 

The  design  is  by  Ralph  T.  Walker  of  New  York,  a  noted 
architect  and  a  Rhode  Islander  by  birth  and  heritage,  who  led  1 5 
competitors.  The  statue  of  Williams  will  be  14  feet  high,  mounted 
on  a  column  of  Rhode  Island  granite.  Immediately  behind  the 
statue  will  be  deposited  the  remains  of  Williams,  sealed  in  a  steel 
casket  14  by  20  inches. 

The  statue  will  be  atop  a  smooth  granite  retaining  wall  which 
will  rise  from  the  lower  level,  above  Benefit  street,  to  the  upper 
terrace,  which  is  nearly  level  with  Congdon  street.  An  arch  will 
rise  behind  the  statue,  25  feet  above  the  upper  terrace  and  52  feet 
above  the  lower  level. 

The  architect  also  submitted  plans  which  the  association  hopes 
to  see  carried  out  eventually,  calling  for  a  much  more  imposing 
memorial.  The  statue,  arch,  retaining  wall  and  the  rest  of  the  con¬ 
struction  planned  for  the  present  would  remain,  but  it  would  be 
materially  enhanced  by  an  imposing  entrance  at  North  Court 
Street,  with  massive  granite  steps  and  landings;  a  mosaic  walk 
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along  the  front  of  the  retaining  wall  and  an  approach  by  graded 
flights  of  steps  to  the  upper  terrace.  A  pool  would  extend  along 
the  front  of  the  statue  and  arch. 

Under  the  present  plans  the  retaining  wall  of  rough  granite 
will  be  rebuilt  with  smooth  granite  and  on  its  face  will  be  the 
inscription: 

1636 

Roger  Williams  purchased  these  lands  from  Canonicus  and 
Miantonomo,  sachems  of  the  Narragansett  Indians  and  founded 
PROVIDENCE  in  the  spirit  of  tolerance  and  brotherly  love  and 
democratic  responsibility.  Here  they  continue  to  endure. 

1936 

To  the  right  of  this  inscription  will  be  the  figures  of  two 
Indians  in  bas  relief  representing  Canonicus  and  Miantonomo, 
with  arms  outstretched. 

Work  on  the  statue  and  its  surroundings  will  be  pushed  to 
completion  in  1937,  as  early  as  the  weather  permits. 
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THE  ROGER  WILLIAMS  SPRING 

ONE  of  the  results  of  the  Tercentenary  has  been  the  marking 
and  preservation  for  posterity,  of  the  spring  where  Roger 
Williams  made  his  first  settlement  in  the  country  of  the  Wampa- 
noag  Indians  after  fleeing  from  Salem  in  January,  1636  when  he 
received  advance  news  that  the  decree  of  banishment  from  the 
Bay  Colony  passed  in  October,  1635  by  the  General  Court  of  the 
Colony,  was  to  be  enforced. 

Although  located  just  off  Wilson  Avenue  in  the  Phillipsdale 
section  of  East  Providence,  hardly  half  a  dozen  miles  from  Provi¬ 
dence  and  in  one  of  the  most  thickly  settled  sections  of  the  State, 
this  spring  was  yet  as  Williams  found  it,  flowing  in  a  meadow  as 
it  has  flowed  for  the  last  three  centuries.  As  late  as  a  half-century 
ago  when  Providence  celebrated  the  250th  anniversary  of  its 
founding,  remains  of  the  cellar  holes  of  the  houses  of  Williams  and 
his  few  companions,  might  still  be  seen  in  its  vicinity. 

The  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Tercentenary  Committee, 
Inc.,  provided  the  funds  to  buy  the  spring  and  a  section  of  the 
land  surrounding  it.  The  East  Providence  Tercentenary  Commit¬ 
tee  of  this  body  raised  an  equal  amount  with  which  to  beauty 
these  surroundings. 

The  spring  flows  from  a  hillside  just  north  of  Wilson  Avenue 
and  running  under  Roger  Williams  Avenue,  empties  into  Omega 
Pond.  The  East  Providence  committee  has  terraced  and  beautified 
the  parcel  of  land  50  by  170  feet,  which  surrounds  the  spring.  A 
stone  retaining  wall  has  been  built  on  the  side  of  the  hill  and 
through  an  opening  in  a  large  stone  once  a  grindstone,  the  water 
can  be  seen  flowing  to  the  outlet  in  front  of  the  wall,  thence  to 
its  natural  course  to  the  edge  of  the  highway.  At  the  street 
boundary  a  rustic  fence  has  been  erected. 

The  spring  was  dedicated  by  the  committee,  Sunday,  Novem¬ 
ber  8,  1936.  The  deed  for  the  property,  purchased  for  $600  from 
Mrs.  Gertrude  Koehler,  was  presented  to  the  Town  of  East  Provi¬ 
dence  and  accepted  by  Leon  E.  Smith,  president  of  the  Town 
Council. 
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Here,  after  gaining  permission  from  Massasoit,  who  gave  him 
a  grant  of  land,  Williams  made  his  home  and  planted  his  first  crops. 
Here  he  remained  until  warned  by  Winslow  that  he  was  yet  within 
the  limits  claimed  by  Plymouth  Colony.  From  here  he  left  on  the 
canoe  trip  down  the  Seekonk  river  around  the  Tockwotten  bluffs 
and  up  the  fresh  river  to  that  other  spring  "beside  the  Mooshassuck” 
where  he  found  his  final  refuge  and  founded  Providence  Plan¬ 
tations. 
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TERCENTENARY  ROAD  MARKERS 


F  ALL  the  features  of  the  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary, 
none  is  more  distinguished  for  lasting  worth,  beauty 
and  usefulness  than  the  120  Tercentenary  road  markers 
set  beside  the  roadside  where  town  lines  meet  on  main 
travelled  highways.  They  are  unique,  their  appearance  is  most 
striking,  they  stand  as  an  ever  present  lesson  in  Rhode  Island’s 
early  history.  For  they  give  on  tablets  set  in  cement,  the  origin 
of  the  name  of  each  town,  the  date  of  its  founding  and  in  most 
cases  some  short  summary  of  its  history. 


They  are  a  reminder  whose  worth  will  grow  with  the  years, 
of  the  three  hundredth  anniversary  of  an  event  which  like  the 
markers  that  commemorate  it,  was  a  new  departure  from  the 
established  order.  They  have  proved  perhaps  the  most  popular 
feature  of  the  anniversary  celebration. 

These  town  line  markers  were  designed  by  Alfred  E.  Tickell 
of  Warwick.  The  historical  inscriptions  were  written  by  Howard 
M.  Chapin,  Librarian  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society. 
The  armorial  designs  were  reproduced  from  drawings  by  Dr. 
Harold  Bowditch,  published  in  "Rhode  Island  Municipal  Arms”, 
a  brochure  by  Mr.  Chapin  issued  in  1931  as  Publication  Number 
Three  of  the  Pavilion  Club,  Providence.  Dr.  Bowditch’s  rendi¬ 
tion  of  the  arms  of  the  39  Rhode  Island  cities  and  towns  has  been 
described  as  "in  the  finest  heraldic  style  of  the  best  period  of 
Gothic  art.” 

The  castings  for  the  coats  of  arms  and  the  shields  of  historical 
data  were  made  at  a  foundry  established  by  the  Rhode  Island 
Tercentenary  Commission  at  Oakland  Beach,  where  the  markers 
themselves  were  poured  from  the  finest  waterproof  cement,  rein¬ 
forced  with  steel  rods.  Here  the  armorial  designs  were  also  sculp¬ 
tured  and  modeled  by  graduates  of  the  Rhode  Island  School  of 
Design  or  former  bronze  foundry  workers. 

The  work  was  done  as  a  Works  Progress?  Administration 
project,  the  United  States  Government  allotting  $9,030  for 
labor,  the  Tercentenary  Commission  $3,397  for  materials.  Their 
final  cost  was  somewhat  higher  than  this,  for  the  project  exceeded 
the  original  estimates  both  in  time  and  cost  of  execution. 
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The  markers  are  five  feet  four  inches  in  height,  triangular 
in  shape,  tapering  toward  the  top  which  has  a  triangular  form 
of  30  inches  at  the  plinth,  which  is  slightly  dome  shaped.  The 
base  of  the  triangle  forms  the  rear,  the  two  sides  each  having 
near  the  top  a  shield  of  aluminum  bearing  in  relief  the  coat  of 
arms  of  the  town  it  faces. 

Below  these  shields,  which  are  6/2  by  8%  inches  in  size, 
is  an  aluminum  tablet  14  by  18  inches,  inscribed  with  historical 
data  of  the  town,  the  lettering  being  a  pleasingly  artistic  design 
easily  read,  cut  in  and  outlined  in  black.  The  surface  of  the 
metal  is  coated  with  a  special  lacquer  to  resist  the  weather.  The 
back  of  the  marker  is  plain.  Each  marker  weighs  about  800  pounds. 

The  markers  stand  well  back  from  the  right  of  way,  replacing 
in  the  same  locations  the  wooden  posts  with  arms  showing  the 
names  of  the  two  towns,  formerly  maintained  by  the  State  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Roads  and  Bridges  to  designate  where  town  lines  cross 
the  main  roads.  The  lettering  on  the  historical  plates  is  large 
enough  to  be  read  from  a  passing  automobile  and  as  each  marker 
on  a  road  differs  from  another,  they  form  a  succession  of  his¬ 
torical  reminders,  most  interesting  to  travelers  and  townsmen 
alike. 

Nothing  quite  like  this  was  ever  done  before.  Several  cen¬ 
turies  ago  Spain  placed  on  roads  in  the  Philippines,  cement  markers 
to  serve  as  mile  posts.  During  the  Pilgrim  Tercentenary  of  1920, 
stone  posts  were  set  by  the  roadside  in  the  various  towns  in 
Plymouth  County,  Massachusetts,  bearing  the  arms  of  Plymouth 
Colony  in  metal,  but  these  were  all  alike  in  design  and  in  the  arms 
they  bore. 

In  the  Rhode  Island  markers  every  one  of  the  39  towns  and 
cities  is  represented  by  its  individual  arms,  the  few  towns  which 
had  not  previously  adopted  arms  being  supplied  with  a  suitable 
design  which  later  was  adopted  by  the  town.  For  the  shields  on 
the  markers  the  carving  of  the  coats  of  arms  has  followed  with  one 
or  two  slight  exceptions,  the  artistic  treatment  of  Dr.  Bowditch. 
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TERCENTENARY  ROAD  MARKERS 


Placed,  to  the  number  of  120,  where  town  and  city  lines  meet 

ALONG  MAIN  TRAVELLED  ROADS. 


Burrillville  and  Burrillville . 

North  Smithfield  and  State  Line . 

North  Smithfield  and  State  Line . 

Woonsocket  and  State  Line . 

Woonsocket  and  State  Line . 

Cumberland  and  State  Line . 

Woonsocket  and  Cumberland . 

North  Smithfield  and  Woonsocket 
North  Smithfield  and  Woonsocket 
North  Smithfield  and  Woonsocket 
Burrillville  and  North  Smithfield... 
Burrillville  and  North  Smithfield .... 

Glocester  and  State  Line . 

Glocester  and  Burrillville . 

Glocester  and  Burrillville . 

Glocester  and  Burrillville . 

North  Smithfield  and  Smithfield . 

North  Smithfield  and  Smithfield . 

North  Smithfield  and  Lincoln . 

Smithfield  and  Lincoln . 

Cumberland  and  Lincoln . 

Pawtucket  and  State  Line . 

Pawtucket  and  State  Line . 

Central  Falls  and  Cumberland . 

Central  Falls  and  Lincoln . 

Cumberland  and  Lincoln . 

Pawtucket  and  Central  Falls . 

Pawtucket  and  Lincoln . 

North  Providence  and  Lincoln . 

North  Providence  and  Smithfield .... 
North  Providence  and  Smithfield.. 

Johnston  and  Smithfield . . 

Johnston  and  Smithfield . 

Johnston  and  Smithfield . 

Glocester  and  Scituate . 

Glocester  and  Smithfield . 

Glocester  and  Scituate . 

Glocester  and  Foster . 

Scituate  and  Foster . 

Scituate  and  Foster . 

Foster  and  State  Line . 

Foster  and  Scituate . 

Johnston  and  Scituate . 

Johnston  and  Scituate . 

Cranston  and  Scituate . 


Wallum  Lake  Road  (Hospital) 

. Louisquisset  Pike 

. Road  to  Millville 

. Harris  Avenue 

. Road  to  Milford 

. Wrentham  Road 

. Mendon  Road 

. Park  Avenue 

. Providence  Street 

. South  Main  Street 

. Route  102 

. Douglas  Pike 

. Putnam  Pike 

. Lake  Road 

. Harrisville  Road 

. Victory  Highway 

. Farnum  Pike 

. Providence  Pike 

. Louisquisset  Pike 

. Washington  Highway 

. Albion  Road 

. Newport  Avenue 

. . . . Broadway 

. Broad  Street 

. . . Lonsdale  Avenue 

. Mendon  Road 

. Lonsdale  Avenue 

. ...  Smithfield  Avenue 

. Charles  Street 

. Douglas  Pike 

. Farnum  Pike 

. Putnam  Pike 

. Fountain  Spring  Road 

. „  Winsor  Road 

. West  Greenville  Road 

. Putnam  Pike 

. Victory  Highway 

. Hartford  Pike 

. Hartford  Pike 

. Danielson  Pike 

. Danielson  Pike 

. Victory  Highway 

. Hartford  Pike 

. Plainfield  Pike 

. . . Scituate  Avenue 
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Coventry  and  Foster . 

Coventry  and  Foster . 

Coventry  and  Scituate . 

Cranston  and  West  Warwick . 

Cranston  and  Warwick . 

West  Warwick  and  Warwick . 

West  Warwick  and  Coventry . 

West  Warwick  and  Coventry . 

Warwick  and  East  Greenwich . 

Coventry  and  West  Greenwich . 

Coventry  and  West  Greenwich . 

Coventry  and  State  Line . 

Exeter  and  State  Line . 

Exeter  and  Richmond . 

Exeter  and  West  Greenwich . 

Exeter  and  West  Greenwich . 

Hopkinton  and  Richmond . 

Hopkinton  and  State  Line . 

Westerly  and  State  Line . 

Hopkinton  and  Westerly . 

Hopkinton  and  Richmond . 

Westerly  and  Charlestown . 

South  Kingstown  and  Charlestown . 

Narragansett  and  South  Kingstown . 

Richmond  and  Charlestown . 

Richmond  and  South  Kingstown . 

Charlestown  and  Richmond . 

Exeter  and  South  Kingstown . 

North  Kingstown  and  South  Kingstown. 

North  Kingstown  and  Narragansett . 

Exeter  and  North  Kingstown . 

Exeter  and  North  Kingstown . 

East  Greenwich  and  North  Kingstown . 

East  Greenwich  and  North  Kingstown . 

East  Greenwich  and  Warwick . 

Cranston  and  Warwick . 

Cranston  and  Warwick . 

Cranston  and  Providence . . 

Cranston  and  Providence . 

Cranston  and  Providence . 

Cranston  and  Providence . 

Johnston  and  Providence . 

Johnston  and  Providence . 

North  Providence  aind  Providence . 

North  Providence  and  Providence . 

North  Providence  and  Providence . 

North  Providence  and  Providence . 

Pawtucket  and  Providence . 

Pawtucket  and  Providence . 


. Plainfield  Pike 

. Victory  Highway 

. East  Road 

. New  London  Turnpike 

. Bald  Hill  Road 

. Quaker  Lane  Road 

. New  London  Turnpike 

. Nooseneck  Hill  Road 

. Quaker  Lane  Road 

. Victory  Highway 

. Nooseneck  Hill  Road 

. . . Plainfield  Pike 

. Beach  Pond 

. Nooseneck  Hill  Road 

. Victory  Highway 

. Nooseneck  Hill  Road 

. ...Nooseneck  Hill  Road 

. Nooseneck  Hill  Road 

. Post  Road,  Route  1 

. Bradford  Road 

. Alton-Carolina  Road 

. Shore  Road 

. Post  Road 

. Old  Point  Judith  Road 

. . Carolina 

. South  County  Trail 

. South  County  Trail 

. South  County  Trail 

. Tower  Hill  Road 

. Boston  Neck  Road 

. South  County  Trail 

. Ten  Rod  Road 

. Quaker  Lane  Road 

. Post  Road 

. Post  Road 

. Elmwood  Avenue 

. Warwick  Avenue  Bridge 

. Narragansett  Boulevard 

. Elmwood  Avenue 

. Reservoir  Avenue 

. Cranston  Street 

. Plainfield  Street 

. Hartford  Avenue 

Woonasquatucket  Avenue 

. Smith  Street 

. Douglas  Avenue 

. Louisquisset  Pike 

. Smithfield  Avenue 

. North  Main  Street 
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95 

96 

97 
9  8 
99 

100 

101 

102 

103 

104 

105 

106 

107 

108 

109 

110 
111 
112 

113 

114 

115 

116 

117 

118 

119 

120 


Pawtucket  and  East  Providence . 

Pawtucket  and  East  Providence . 

East  Providence  and  State  Line . 

East  Providence  and  State  Line . 

East  Providence  and  State  Line . 

Barrington  and  State  Line . 

Warren  and  State  Line . 

Warren  and  State  Line . 

Tiverton  and  State  Line . 

Tiverton  and  State  Line . 

East  Providence  and  Barrington... 
East  Providence  and  Barrington... 

Bristol  and  Warren . 

Bristol  and  Warren . 

Middletown  and  Portsmouth . 

Middletown  and  Portsmouth . 

Newport  and  Middletown . 

Newport  and  Middletown . 

Jamestown  . 

Tiverton  and  Little  Compton . 

Tiverton  and  Little  Compton . 

New  Shoreham . 

Pawtucket  and  North  Providence 

East  Greenwich  and  Warwick . 

Warren  and  Barrington . 

Westerly  and  Hopkinton . 


. Prospect  Street 

. Newport  Avenue 

. Taunton  Avenue 

. Warren  Avenue 

. Barrington  Road 

. New  Meadow  Road 

. Market  Street 

. Child  Street 

. Highland  Avenue 

. Stafford  Street 

. Willett  Street 

. Old  Barrington  Road 

. South  Main  Street 

. Metacom  Road 

. West  Main  Street 

. East  Main  Street 

. Broadway 

. Aquidneck  Road 

. Narragansett  Avenue 

. Sakonnet  Point  Road 

. Stafford  Road 

. Main  Read,  Old  Harbor 

. Mineral  Spring  Avenue 

. First  Avenue  and  Division  Street 

. South  Main  Street 

. Nooseneck  Hill  Road 
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THE  RHODE  ISLAND  MUNICIPAL  ARMS 
USED  ON  STATE  MARKERS 


Barrington 

New  Shoreham 

Bristol 

Newport 

Burrillvelle 

North  Kingstown 

Central  Falls 

North  Providence 

Charlestown 

North  Smithfield 

Coventry 

Pawtucket 

Cranston 

Portsmouth 

Cumberland 

Providence 

East  Greenwich 

Richmond 

East  Providence 

Scituate 

Exeter 

Smithfield 

Foster 

South  Kingstown 

Glocester 

Tiverton 

Hopkinton 

Warren 

Jamestown 

Warwick 

Johnston 

West  Greenwich 

Lincoln 

West  Warwick 

Little  Compton 

Westerly 

Middletown 

Woonsocket 

Narragansett 

si 
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INSCRIPTIONS  ON  TERCENTENARY 
ROAD  MARKERS 


PROVIDENCE 

“HAVING  A  SENCE  OF 
GOD’S  MERCIFULL  PROVIDENCE 
UNTO  ME  IN  MY  DESTRESSE 
CALLED  THE  PLACE  PROVIDENCE.” 
ROGER  WILLIAMS  1636 

★ 

BARRINGTON 

INCORPORATED  1717 
ANNEXED  TO  RHODE  ISLAND  1746 
REINCORPORATED  1770 
PROBABLY  NAMED  FOR 
BARRINGTON,  ENGLAND 

★ 

BRISTOL 

INCORPORATED  1681 
ANNEXED  TO  RHODE  ISLAND  1746 
NAMED  FOR 
BRISTOL,  ENGLAND 

★ 

WARREN 

ANNEXED  TO  RHODE  ISLAND  1746 
INCORPORATED  1746 
NAMED  FOR 

ADMIRAL  SIR  PETER  WARREN 

★ 

PORTSMOUTH 

SETTLED  IN  163  8  AS  POCASSET 
RENAMED  IN  1639 
PROBABLY  FOR 
PORTSMOUTH,  ENGLAND 

★ 

MIDDLETOWN 

INCORPORATED  1743 
NAMED  FOR  ITS  LOCATION  IN 
THE  MIDDLE  OF  THE  ISLAND 


NEWPORT 

SETTLED  1639 

INCORPORATED  AS  A  TOWN  1784-1787 
INCORPORATED  AS  A  CITY  18  53 
PROBABLY  NAMED  FOR 
NEWPORT,  ENGLAND 

★ 

NARRAGANSETT 

INCORPORATED  1901 
NAMED  FOR  THE 
NARRAGANSETT  INDIANS 

★ 

NORTH  KINGSTOWN 

INCORPORATED  1674 
AS  KINGS  TOWNE 
CALLED  ROCHESTER  168  6-1689 
NAMED  FOR  THE 
KING  CHARLES  II 

★ 

JAMESTOWN 

INCORPORATED  1678 
NAMED  FOR 
KING  JAMES  II 

★ 

NEW  SHOREHAM 

INCORPORATED  1672 
NAMED  FOR 
SHOREHAM,  ENGLAND 

* 

CRANSTON 

INCORPORATED  1754 
INCORPORATED  AS  A  CITY  1910 
NAMED  FOR 

GOVERNOR  SAMUEL  CRANSTON 
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FOSTER 

INCORPORATED  1781 
NAMED  FOR 

SENATOR  THEODORE  FOSTER 

★ 

JOHNSTON 

INCORPORATED  1759 
NAMED  FOR 
ATTORNEY  GENERAL 
AUGUSTUS  JOHNSTON 

★ 

NORTH  PROVIDENCE 

INCORPORATED  1765 
SET  OFF  FROM 
PROVIDENCE 

★ 

SCITUATE 

INCORPORATED  1730 
NAMED  FOR 

SCITUATE,  MASSACHUSETTS 
NAME  OF  INDIAN  ORIGIN 

★ 

COVENTRY 

INCORPORATED  1741 
PROBABLY  NAMED  FOR 
COVENTRY,  ENGLAND 

★ 

EAST  GREENWICH 

INCORPORATED  1677 
NAMED  FOR  EAST  GREENWICH 
IN  COUNTY  OF  KENT,  ENGLAND 
BECAUSE  IT  WAS  MENTIONED 
IN  THE  CHARTER  OF  1663 
CALLED  DEDFORD  1686-1689 

★ 

WARWICK 

PURCHASED  1642 
SETTLED  AS  SHAWOMET 
NAMED  WARWICK  IN  1648  FOR 
ROBERT,  EARL  OF  WARWICK 
WHO  GRANTED  THE 
CHARTER  OF  1643 
INCORPORATED  AS  A  CITY  1931 


SOUTH  KINGSTOWN 

INCORPORATED  1722 
WHEN  KINGS  TOWNE  WAS  DIVIDED 
NAMED  FOR  THE 
KING  CHARLES  II 

★ 

RICHMOND 

INCORPORATED  1747 
PROBABLY  NAMED  FOR 
ATTORNEY  GENERAL 
EDWARD  RICHMOND 

★ 

WESTERLY 

INCORPORATED  1669 
NAMED  BECAUSE  OF 
ITS  GEOGRAPHIC  POSITION 
CALLED  HAVERSHAM  1686-1689 

★ 

WEST  GREENWICH 

INCORPORATED  1741 
TAKEN  FROM 
EAST  GREENWICH 

★ 

WEST  WARWICK 

INCORPORATED  1913 
TAKEN  FROM 
WARWICK 

★ 

TIVERTON 

ANNEXED  TO  RHODE  ISLAND  1746 
INCORPORATED  1746 
PROBABLY  NAMED  FOR 
TIVERTON,  ENGLAND 

★ 

LITTLE  COMPTON 

INCORPORATED  1682 
ANNEXED  TO  RHODE  ISLAND  1746 
NAMED  FOR 

LITTLE  COMPTON  IN  ENGLAND 
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EAST  PROVIDENCE 

INCORPORATED  1862 
PREVIOUSLY  PART  OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 

★ 

CHARLESTOWN 

INCORPORATED  1738 
NAMED  FOR 
KING  CHARLES  II 
WHO  GRANTED  CHARTER  OF  1663 

★ 

EXETER 

INCORPORATED  1742 
PROBABLY  NAMED  FOR 
EXETER,  ENGLAND 

★ 

HOPKINTON 

INCORPORATED  1737 
NAMED  FOR 

GOVERNOR  STEPHEN  HOPKINS 

★ 

BURRILLVILLE 

INCORPORATED  1806 
NAMED  FOR 

SENATOR  JAMES  BURRILL 

★ 

GLOCESTER 

INCORPORATED  1730 
NAMED  FOR 
FREDERICK  LEWIS 
DUKE  OF  GLOCESTER 
SON  OF  KING  GEORGE  II 

★ 

NORTH  SMITHFIELD 

INCORPORATED  1871 
TAKEN  FROM  SMITHFIELD 
AT  FIRST  INCORPORATED  AS 
THE  TOWN  OF  SLATER 


SMITHFIELD 

INCORPORATED  1730 
PERHAPS  NAMED  FOR 
SMITHFIELD  IN  LONDON 

it 

WOONSOCKET 

INCORPORATED  1867 
BECAME  A  CITY  1888 
NAME  OF  INDIAN  ORIGIN 

★ 

LINCOLN 

INCORPORATED  1871 
NAMED  FOR 
ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

★ 

CUMBERLAND 

INCORPORATED  1746 
NAMED  FOR  WILLIAM 
DUKE  OF  CUMBERLAND 
FORMERLY  CALLED 
ATTLEBORO  GORE 
PART  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
UNTIL  1746 

★ 

CENTRAL  FALLS 

INCORPORATED  1893 
NAMED  FOR  THE  FALLS  IN 
THE  BLACKSTONE  RIVER 

★ 

PAWTUCKET 

INCORPORATED  1862 
INCORPORATED  A  CITY  1883 
NAME  OF  INDIAN  ORIGIN 
MEANING 

FALLS  AT  TIDE  WATER 
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COATS  OF  ARMS  OF  THE  TOWNS 


BARRINGTON 

Gules  a  sword  palewise  argent  hiked  or. 
On  a  red  held  in  a  vertical  position  a  silver 
sword  with  gold  hilt. 

The  sword  symbolizes  Barrington’s  part  in 
the  American  Revolution. 

BRISTOL 

Barry  undy  azure  and  argent  on  a  chief  of 
the  second  a  mount  vert.  Shield  divided  hor¬ 
izontally.  Upper  third  silver  with  a  green 
hill,  lower  two  thirds  wavy  blue  and  silver 
horizontal  stripes.  The  green  mount  represents 
Mount  Hope,  and  the  wavy  blue  and  white 
bars  represent  water;  that  is  Mount  Hope  bay. 

BURRILLVILLE 

Or  a  saltire  gules,  on  a  chief  azure  a  cres¬ 
cent  between  two  etoiles  pierced  of  six  points 
or.  On  a  gold  field  a  red  diagonal  cross,  with 
a  blue  stripe  at  the  top  of  the  field,  on  which 
is  a  gold  crescent  between  two  golden  six- 
pointed  stars  pierced  with  a  hole  through  the 
centre. 

These  are  the  arms  used  by  the  Burrill 
family  in  New  England.  James  Burrill,  for 
whom  Burrillville  was  named,  belonged  to  this 
family. 

CENTRAL  FALLS 

Gules,  on  a  pale  argent  three  pallets  wavy 
azure.  On  a  red  field  a  vertical  white  stripe 
charged  with  three  narrow  wavy  vertical  blue 
stripes.  An  heraldic  representation  of  a  water¬ 
fall. 

Central  Falls  was  named  from  the  falls. 
CHARLESTOWN 

Argent  an  Indian  gules.  A  red  Indian  on  a 
silver  shield.  The  Royal  Indian  Burial  Ground 
is  located  in  Charlestown. 

COVENTRY 

Per  fess  gules  and  vert,  an  elephant  and 
castle  or.  Shield  divided  horizontally  red  and 
green,  with  a  golden  elephant  and  castle. 

Coventry  was  named  for  Conventry  in  Eng¬ 
land,  and  the  arms  of  the  English  town  of 
Coventry  are:  “Per  pale  gules  and  vert  an 
elephant  and  castle  or.”  The  change  from  per 
pale  to  per  fess  is  to  difference  the  arms  of  the 


Rhode  Island  town  from  those  of  her  English 
namesake,  in  accordance  with  good  heraldic 
usage. 

CRANSTON 

Gules  three  cranes  within  a  border  embat¬ 
tled  argent.  On  a  red  shield  three  silver  cranes 
within  an  embattled  silver  border. 

Cranston  was  named  for  Governor  Samuel 
Cranston  and  these  are  his  arms. 

CUMBERLAND 

Argent  on  a  pile  gules  a  lozenge  of  the  first. 
Silver  shield  with  red  triangle  with  point 
downward,  on  which  is  a  silver  diamond. 

Cumberland  was  formerly  called  the  Attle¬ 
boro  Gore,  which  is  symbolized  by  the  heraldic 
pile.  The  lozenge  or  diamond  on  the  pile  refers 
to  Diamond  Hill  and  its  quartz,  one  of  the 
well-known  features  of  Cumberland. 

EAST  GREENWICH 

Or  on  a  pale  azure  an  hour  glass  argent  on  a 
chief  of  the  second  two  anchors  of  the  first. 
Gold  shield,  with  a  silver  hour  glass  on  a 
vertical  blue  stripe,  and  at  the  top  of  the 
shield  two  gold  anchors  on  a  horizontal  blue 
stripe. 

East  Greenwich  was  named  for  East  Green¬ 
wich,  England.  The  significant  feature  in  the 
arms  of  Greenwich,  England,  is  azure  an  hour 
glass  argent,  in  recognition  of  the  fact  that 
time  and  longitude  are  based  on  the  Greenwich 
observatory.  This  salient  feature  is  signifi¬ 
cantly  combined  with  two  gold  anchors,  one 
to  show  that  East  Greenwich  is  in  Rhode  Is¬ 
land,  and  the  other  to  show  it  has  a  harbor. 

EAST  PROVIDENCE 

Argent  three  geese  volant  sable.  Three  black 
geese  flying  on  a  silver  shield.  The  black  goose 
is  derived  from  the  former  name  of  the  district 
Seekonk,  which  in  the  Indian  tongue  means 
black  goose. 

EXETER 

Per  fess  gules  and  sable,  a  triangular  triple 
towered  castle  or.  Shield  divided  horizontally 
red  and  black,  with  a  golden  castle.  These  arms 
are  those  of  Exeter  in  England,  "Per  pale  gules 
and  sable  a  triangular  triple  towered  castle  or,” 
differenced  by  changing  per  pale  to  per  fess. 

Exeter  was  named  for  Exeter,  England. 
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FOSTER 

Argent  a  chevron  vert  between  three  hunt¬ 
ing  horns  sable,  within  a  border  of  the  second. 
On  a  silver  shield  a  green  chevron  between 
three  blackhunting  horns  all  within  a  green 
border. 

Foster  was  named  for  Senator  Theodore 
Foster,  and  the  arms  are  the  ancient  Foster 
coat  with  a  border  for  difference,  on  account 
of  the  fact  that  there  is  no  evidence  that  Theo¬ 
dore  Foster  himself  used  arms. 

GLOCESTER 

Or  three  chevrons  between  three  Indian 
arrowheads  gules.  On  a  golden  shield  three 
red  chevrons  between  three  red  arrowheads. 
This  device  is  based  on  the  arms  of  Gloucester, 
England,  which  uses  “or  three  chevrons, 
gules,”  the  arms  of  the  ancient  family  of 
Clare,  who  were  Earls  of  Gloucester,  differ¬ 
enced  by  the  addition  of  ten  torteaux.  In  the 
above  arms  the  torteaux  have  been  changed  for 
difference  to  three  Indian  arrowheads,  to  sig¬ 
nify  that  Glocester,  R.  I.,  is  in  America. 

HOPKINTON 

Sable  a  chevron  ermine  between  three  pistols 
or,  on  a  chief  gules  a  quill  pen  argent.  On  a 
black  shield  an  ermine  chevron  between  three 
golden  pistols,  with  a  silver  quill  pen  on  a  red 
strip  at  the  top.  The  chief  motive  of  the  device 
is  the  ancient  arms  of  the  Hopkins  family, 
but  as  there  is  no  evidence  that  Stephen  Hop¬ 
kins  himself  used  any  coat  of  arms,  a  chief 
has  been  added  for  difference  in  accordance 
with  heraldic  usage,  and  this  chief  is  charged 
with  a  quill  pen,  significant  of  the  fact  that 
Hopkins  was  a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence. 

The  town  was  named  for  Stephen  Hopkins. 
JAMESTOWN 

Vert  a  sheep  argent.  A  silver  sheep  on  a 
green  shield.  This  device  appears  on  the  seal 
of  Jamestown,  which  dates  from  the  early 
colonial  period.  The  device  was  chosen  because 
of  the  importance  of  the  sheep  raising  industry 
in  early  days. 

JOHNSTON 

Argent  a  saltire  sable,  on  a  chief  gules  three 
cushions  or.  On  a  silvershield  a  black  diag¬ 
onal  cross,  with  three  golden  cushions  on  a 
red  stripe  at  the  top. 

The  town  of  Johnston  was  named  for 
Attorney  General  Augustus  Johnston,  who 
came  from  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J.  The  family  of 
Johnstons  residing  there  used  these  arms. 


LINCOLN 

Argent,  on  a  cross  gules  a  fleur-de-lis  or,  on 
a  chief  of  the  second  an  axe  of  the  third.  A 
golden  fleur-de-lis  on  a  red  cross  on  a  silver 
shield,  with  a  golden  axe  on  a  red  stripe  at 
the  top.  These  are  the  arms  of  Lincoln,  Eng¬ 
land,  differenced  by  the  addition  of  a  chief 
with  an  axe,  emblematic  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
for  whom  the  town  was  named. 

LITTLE  COMPTON 

Argent  on  a  bend  azure  between  two  geese 
volant  sable,  an  Indian  arrow  of  the  first. 
A  silver  arrow  on  a  diagonal  blue  stripe,  on 
a  silver  shield,  with  a  flying  black  goose  on 
either  side  of  the  stripe. 

The  Indian  name  of  the  district  was 
Sakonet,  signifying  the  land  of  the  black  goose. 
The  Indian  Squaw  Sachem  Awashonks  lived 
within  the  confines  of  the  town. 

MIDDLETOWN 

Vert  a  Dutch  windmill  argent.  A  silver 
windmill  on  a  green  shield.  The  device  of  a 
Dutch  windmill  appears  on  the  town’s  seal. 

NARRAGANSETT 

Per  fess  in  chief  argent  on  a  mount  vert  a 
lighthouse  sable,  in  base  azure  a  native  fishing 
boat  of  the  first.  Shield  divided  horizontally. 
In  the  upper  part  a  black  lighthouse  on  a  green 
point  on  a  silver  field.  In  lower  part  a  silver 
boat  on  a  blue  field. 

NEW  SHOREHAM 

Per  pale,  dexter  argent  crusily  sable  a  lion 
rampant  contourne  azure;  sinister,  per  fess  in 
chief  azure  a  native  boat  (i.  e.  Block  Island 
double-ender)  argent,  in  base  gules  a  fish  or. 
Shield  divided  vertically.  Right  side  a  blue 
rampant  lion  facing  towards  the  center  of  the 
shield  and  surrounded  by  black  crosses  on  a 
silver  field.  Left  side  divided  horizontally,  on 
the  upper  half  a  silver  boat  on  blue,  and  on 
the  lower  half  a  golden  fish  on  red.  These  are 
the  arms  of  Shoreham  in  England,  differenced 
by  having  on  the  sinister  half  of  the  shield, 
devices  of  local  significance  instead  of  the  arms 
of  England. 

New  Shoreham  was  named  for  Shoreham  in 
England. 

NEWPORT 

Azure  an  arched  tower  argent.  The  arched 
tower  argent  is  the  old  stone  mill  shown  in 
silver  or  white,  which  is  the  heraldic  tincture 
most  nearly  approaching  its  color.  It  appears 
on  a  blue  shield.  This  device  appears  upon  the 
Newport  City  Flag. 
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NORTH  KINGSTOWN 

Argent  a  chevron  between  three  leopards’ 
faces  gules,  on  a  chief  of  the  last  two  Indian 
arrowheads  of  the  first.  On  a  silver  field  a  red 
chevron  between  red  leopard’s  faces,  with  two 
silver  arrowheads  on  a  red  stripe  at  the  top. 
These  are  the  arms  of  Richard  Smith,  the  first 
permanent  settler  in  the  town,  differenced  by 
a  chief  charged  with  two  arrowheads  for  the 
Indian  natives. 


NORTH  PROVIDENCE 
Gules  a  fountain,  a  chief  dancetty  argent. 
A  ball  striped  horizontally  with  blue  and 
white  wavy  lines,  on  a  red  shield  with  a  silver 
stripe  at  the  top  of  the  shield.  The  lower  edge 
of  the  stripe  is  zig  zag.  The  dancetty  or  in¬ 
dented  line  in  these  arms  alludes  to  the  two 
hills  (Fruit  Hill  and  Windmill  Hill)  and  the 
fountain  to  Mineral  Spring,  three  salient  fea¬ 
tures  of  the  town. 


NORTH  SMITHFIELD 
Vert  a  chevron  between  three  smith’s  ham¬ 
mers  argent,  on  a  chief  azure  an  etoile  of  the 
second.  A  silver  chevron  bteween  three  silver 
hammers  on  a  green  field,  with  a  silver  star 
with  wavy  rays  on  a  blue  stripe  at  the  top. 
These  are  the  arms  of  Smithfield  differenced 
by  a  chief  charged  with  a  north  star,  similar 
to  the  one  on  the  arms  of  Sir  Francis  Drake. 


PAWTUCKET 

Argent,  a  waterfall  azure  and  argent  with 
a  bridge  sable,  flanked  by  building  gules.  On  a 
silver  shield  a  waterfall  in  proper  colors,  with 
a  black  bridge  flanked  by  red  buildings.  This  is 
a  gothic  or  heraldic  treatment  of  the  view  of 
the  falls,  that  appears  on  the  city  seal. 

The  name  is  an  Indian  word  meaning  falls. 


PORTSMOUTH 

Azure  seven  etoiles  of  eight  points  on  in  an 
orle  of  six  around  the  seventh.  On  a  blue  shield, 
seven  eight-pointed  gold  stars,  six  in  a  circle 
around  the  seventh.  This  device  of  six  stars 
around  a  seventh  was  used  on  the  seal  of  the 
Town  Council  of  Portsmouth  as  early  as  1676. 
The  colors  are  taken  from  the  arms  of  Ports¬ 
mouth,  England,  viz.:  Azure  a  crescent  within 
its  jaws  an  etoile  of  eight  points  or. 

The  town  was  named  for  Portsmouth,  Eng¬ 
land. 


PROVIDENCE 

Argent,  the  landing  of  Roger  Williams 
proper.  On  a  silver  shield  the  landing  of  Roger 
Williams  depicted  in  proper  colors.  This  device 
was  officially  adopted  as  the  city’s  seal  in  1845, 
and  was  placed  on  a  shield  on  the  seal,  so  that 
it  became  the  arms  of  the  city.  The  previous 
coat  of  arms  of  the  city  is  now  the  coat  of 
arms  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


RICHMOND 

Azure  a  colonial  house  argent.  A  silver 
house  on  a  blue  field.  This  house  has  been  used 
so  long  on  the  seal  of  Richmond,  that  nobody 
now  knows  what  house  it  originally  repre¬ 
sented. 


SCITUATE 

Per  fess  in  chief  or  a  plow  sable,  in  base 
gules  a  fountain.  Shield  divided  horizontally. 
Upper  part  a  black  plow  on  gold,  lower  part 
an  heraldic  fountain  (See  North  Providence) 
on  red.  The  heraldic  fountain  a  ball  with 
wavy  horizontal  lines  of  blue  and  white  is 
used  to  represent  springs,  wells  and  water 
supply  in  general. 


SMITHFIELD 

Vert  a  chevron  between  three  smith’s  ham¬ 
mers  argent.  (See  North  Smithfield.)  The 
hammers  are  for  smith  and  the  vert  (green) 
for  field. 


SOUTH  KINGSTOWN 

Gules,  an  Indian  arrowhead  argent.  A  sil¬ 
ver  arrowhead  on  red. 


TIVERTON 

Azure,  a  fret  or.  A  gold  net  on  blue. 


WARREN 

Cheeky  or  and  azure  on  a  bend  argent  an 
Indian  arrowhead  sable.  A  black  arrowhead  on 
a  diagonal  silver  stripe  on  a  field  of  gold  and 
blue  checks. 

Warren  was  named  for  Admiral  Sir  Peter 
Warren,  and  these  arms  are  those  of  Warren, 
differenced  by  a  bend  bearing  the  Indian 
arrowhead,  significant  of  the  fact  that  the 
town  was  the  home  of  Indians. 
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WARWICK 

Gules  a  chevron  between  three  crosses 
botonne,  or,  on  a  chief  of  the  last  an  eagle 
displayed  of  the  first.  A  gold  chevron  between 
three  gold  crosses  on  a  red  field,  with  a  red 
spread  eagle  on  a  gold  stripe  at  the  top. 

Warwick  was  named  for  Robert  Rich,  Earl 
of  Warwick,  and  these  arms  are  those  of  the 
Earl,  differenced  by  the  eagle  displayed,  which 
was  the  device  used  on  the  seal  of  the  Town 
Council  of  Warwick  during  the  colonial 
period. 

WEST  GREENWICH 

Azure  an  hour  glass  argent,  on  a  chief  or  a 
demi-sun  in  splendor  issuant  gules.  A  silver 
hour  glass  on  a  blue  field,  with  a  golden  stripe 
at  the  top  on  which  is  a  red  setting  sun.  The 
arms  are  a  modification  of  those  of  East 
Greenwich  differenced  with  the  setting  sun 
significant  of  the  West. 


WEST  WARWICK 

Gules  a  chevron  between  these  crosses 
botonne  or,  on  a  chief  of  the  last  a  demi-sun 
in  splendor  issuant  of  the  first.  (See  Warwick 
and  West  Greenwich.) 

WESTERLY 

Or  three  salmon  gules.  The  red  salmon  on  a 
gold  shield.  The  Indian  name  for  Westerly  was 
Misquanicutt,  which  meant  red  fish  or  salmon. 

WOONSOCKET 

Per  pale  dexter  argent  a  hill  vert,  sinister 
azure  three  pallets  undy  argent  (representing 
a  water  fall),  on  a  chief  gules  a  shuttle  argent. 
Shield  divided  vertically.  The  right  side  a  green 
hill  on  silver,  the  left  side  the  vertical  wavy 
stripes  on  blue,  with  a  red  stripe  across  the 
top  of  the  shield  on  which  is  a  silver  shuttle. 
The  shuttle  is  of  course  symbolic  of  the  tex¬ 
tile  industry. 
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THE  SCHOOL  FILM, 
"COLONIAL  RHODE  ISLAND” 

ROM  January  to  the  end  of  the  school  year  in  June 
and  from  September  to  November  20,  the  Rhode 
Island  Tercentenary  Commission  showed  in  the  schools 
of  the  State  and  before  various  organizations,  a  three 
reel  film  representing  episodes  in  Rhode  Island  history  and  phases 
of  the  life  of  the  Rhode  Island  colonists.  The  picture  began  with 
the  life  and  customs  of  the  Narragansett  Indians  and  ended  with 
the  session  of  the  General  Assembly  which  on  May  4,  1776, 
passed  the  Rhode  Island  Declaration  of  Independence — the  first 
formal  repudiation  of  British  rule,  by  any  of  the  thirteen  English 
colonies  in  America. 

The  picture,  shown  by  courtesy  of  the  Providence  School 
Department,  was  made  in  1934  by  the  teachers  and  pupils  of  the 
Laurel  Hill  Avenue  platoon  school,  in  Providence,  the  scenario 
being  by  Mrs.  Alice  Collins  Gleeson,  a  Providence  teacher.  Eight 
hundred  and  forty  children  in  grades  three,  four,  five  and  six, 
took  part  in  the  production;  three  hundred  and  seventy-eight 
different  pupils  appear  on  the  screen. 

"Colonial  Rhode  Island”  is  in  three  episodes,  each  of  which 
is  made  up  of  two,  four-hundred  foot  reels  of  1 6mm  film. 

The  first  episode  shows  Indian  life  in  Rhode  Island  before 
and  after  the  coming  of  the  white  man,  the  participants  being 
children  of  grades  three  and  four.  This  was  filmed  in  the  open 
at  Johnston  and  in  the  Laurel  Hill  Avenue  school. 

The  second  part  of  Episode  One  shows  the  home  of  Roger 
Williams  in  Salem,  his  flight  after  his  banishment  and  his  arrival 
at  the  home  of  Massassoit,  his  first  settlement  at  what  now  is 
East  Providence — the  episode  being  filmed  at  the  actual  spring 
where  Williams  and  his  companions  first  settled — and  the  trading 
post  at  Sowans,  now  Warren.  It  ends  with  the  voyage  of  Williams 
down  the  Seekonk  and  up  the  Providence  River  to  "the  spring 
beside  the  Mooshassuck”  where  he  founded  Providence  Plantations. 
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The  second  episode  shows  the  history  of  home-making  in  the 
Colonies  and  its  influence  on  life  today.  Opening  with  the  white 
men  and  Indians  living  in  harmony  in  Rhode  Island,  it  continues 
with  scenes  in  the  community,  shows  William  Blackstone  on  his 
famous  bull,  the  death  of  Canonicus  in  the  Narragansett  country, 
Roger  Williams  as  keeper  of  the  tollgate  at  Providence  in  1640, 
and  the  arrival  of  Williams  from  England,  with  the  new  charter. 
It  ends  with  the  Coddington  Commission  at  Newport,  and  the 
second  charter  for  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations. 

In  the  third  episode  is  shown  how  communications,  occupa¬ 
tions  and  early  travel  were  carried  on,  the  industries  carried  on 
in  the  homes,  early  trading  and  commerce  in  Rhode  Island  and 
the  early  schools. 

It  opens  with  privateering  days,  1762,  Esek  Hopkins  and 
Abraham  Whipple  selling  two  prize  cargoes.  Market  Day  in 
1770,  the  brick  schoolhouse  and  Shakespeare’s  Head,  the  first 
printing  office,  on  Gaol  street,  now  Meeting  street;  the  first  school 
and  the  visit  of  Moses  Brown  which  led  to  the  Moses  Brown 
school;  these  cover  the  first  two  episodes. 

Social  life  at  Newport  is  shown  with  a  ball  at  the  Wanton 
home,  in  episode  three.  The  Providence  Tea  Party,  March  1, 
1775  is  shown,  filmed  in  front  of  the  old  Market  House  on  Market 
Square,  where  it  occurred.  The  episode  ends  with  the  meeting 
of  the  General  Assembly  at  the  old  State  House  in  Providence  and 
the  passage  of  the  act  replacing  the  authority  of  the  British  King 
by  that  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  on  all  legal  papers,  May 
4,  1776. 

This  film  has  been  called  one  of  the  best  teaching  instruments 
ever  devised.  For  its  better  use  to  this  end,  the  Tercentenary 
Commission  printed  a  Teacher’s  Manual,  prepared  by  the  Provi¬ 
dence  School  Department,  explaining  the  picture,  its  object  and 
its  use.  Of  this  manual,  2000  copies  were  distributed. 

The  film  was  shown  in  public  schools  throughout  the  State, 
in  several  private  schools  and  in  most  of  the  schools  in  the  Catholic 
school  system.  The  Tercentenary  Commission  furnished  an  oper¬ 
ator,  projector,  screen  and  window  shades  when  needed.  For 
schools  having  a  projector  and  furnishing  their  own  operator,  an 
extra  film  was  provided  for  loan.  The  Commission’s  operator  was 
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assigned  by  the  Works  Progress  Administration  which  paid  his 
wages,  the  Commission  making  reimbursement  for  use  of  his 
automobile.  Through  weather  fair  and  foul  he  filled  assignments 
without  fail,  not  only  for  schools,  but  also  for  parent-teacher 
organizations,  churches,  boy’s  clubs  and  others. 

During  the  summer,  when  the  schools  were  closed,  the  oper¬ 
ator  was  used  to  distribute  literature  to  the  log  cabin  information 
booths  maintained  by  the  Tercentenary  Commission.  He  served 
the  Commission  until  November  20,  when  the  torch  was  passed  to 
the  State  Department  of  Education,  which  continued  the  work 
with  the  equipment  turned  over  to  it  by  the  Tercentenary  Com¬ 
mission. 

For  here,  again,  the  Tercentenary  Commission’s  funds  were 
spent  with  a  view  to  permanent  benefits  and  its  equipment — 
projector,  three  sets  of  the  picture,  display  screen  and  the  rest — 
will  continue  to  be  used  for  years  to  come,  to  teach  Rhode  Island 
children  visually,  the  glorious  history  of  the  most  individual  of  the 
thirteen  original  States. 


SHOWING  OF  FILM,  "COLONIAL  RHODE  ISLAND” 


No.  of 
pupils 

Wednesday,  Jan.  29,  1936 

St.  Charles  Hall,  Woonsocket . A.M.  37 3 

St.  Anne’s  Hall,  Woonsocket . P.M.  700 

Thursday,  Jan.  30,  1936 

Social  School  Hall,  Woonsocket  ...A.M.  410 

Summer  Street,  Woonsocket . A.M. 

Pothier,  Woonsocket  . 200 

Kendrick,  Woonsocket  .  270 

McFee  School,  Woonsocket  . P.M.  210 

Harris  School,  Woonsocket .  200 

Boy  den  Street,  Woonsocket .  30 


Friday,  Jan.  31,  1936 

Fifth  Ave.  School,  Woonsocket . A.M. 

Fairmount  School,  Woonsocket . 

Center  St.  School,  Woonsocket . 

Hope  St.  School,  Woonsocket .  S 10 

Chateau  Hall,  Jeanne  D’Arc  School, 
Woonsocket  . P.M.  323 

Monday,  Feb.  3,  1936 

Andrews  St.  School,  Woonsocket  . A.M.  100 
Prov.  St.  School,  Woonsocket .  210 


No.  of 
pupils 

Wednesday,  Feb.  3,  1936 

Junior  High  Auditorium,  Willow  St. 
School,  Park  Ave.  School,  Grove  St. 

School,  Woonsocket  . A.M.  30# 

2  Senior  High  Schools,  Woonsocket .  800 

Junior  High,  Woonsocket . P.M.  700 

Junior  High,  Woonsocket .  673 

Thursday,  Feb.  6,  1936 

Jesus  Marie  Convent  Hall,  Woon.  ,A.M.  800 

East  Woonsocket  School,  Woonsocket..  60 

Friday,  Feb.  7,  1936 

Mt.  St.  Charles  Auditorium,  Woon¬ 


socket  . A.M.  300 

St.  Louis  Hall,  Woonsocket . P.M.  300 

Monday,  Feb.  10,  1936 

Bushee  School,  No.  Smithfield .  106 

Union  Village  School .  89 

Slatersville  School  .  230 

Mansfield  School  .  30 

Forest  Dale  School .  40 
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No.  of 
pupils 

Tuesday,  Feb.  11,  1936 

Waterford  School,  Blackstone .  20 

Andrew  School,  Greenwood  Road .  19 

Thursday,  Feb.  13,  1936 

Saylesville  School . A.M.  96 

Saylesville  School  . P.M.  101 

Prospect  Hill,  Lonsdale,  in  John  Mc- 

Keown  Post  No.  31  Hall . P.M. 

Lincoln  Memorial  School . 

Prospect  Hill  School .  300 

Thursday,  Feb.  20,  1936 

Holy  Trinity,  Central  Falls . A.M.  543 

Notre  Dams  Girls’  School,  Prov . P.M.  900 


Monday,  Feb.  24,  1936 

Arlington  School,  Cranston  (two  show¬ 


ings)  .  368 

Tuesday,  Feb.  25,  193  6 

Chester  Barrows  School .  54 

Rhodes  School  .  81 

Norwood  Grammar .  500 

Wednesday,  Feb.  26,  1936 

Dutemple  School  .  160 

Eden  Park  School .  118 

Waterman  School  (2  shows) .  120 

Thursday,  Feb.  27,  1936 

Meshanticut  Park  School .  130 

Taunton  School  .  206 

Oaklawn  School .  66 

Gladstone  St.  School .  44 

Sanders  School  . P.M.  8  5 

Friday,  Feb.  28,  1936 

Valentine  Almy  School .  240 

Valentine  Almy  School  (2nd  show) .  250 

Clarendon  School .  160 

Highland  Park  School  .  110 

Highland  Park  School  (2nd  show) .  105 

Tuesday,  March  3,  1936 

Fruit  Hill  School  (2  shows) .  345 

St.  Thomas  School  (1  show) .  120 

Wednesday,  March  4,  1936 

Central  C.  School  and  Bray  ton  School  .  307 

Greystone  (1  show) .  132 

Woodville  W.  School  (2  shows) .  300 

Thursday,  March  5,  1936 

Presentation  School  .  200 

Marieville  School  (1st  show) .  210 

Marieville  School,  higher  grades .  340 


No.  of 
pupils 


Friday,  March  6,  1936 

Lymansville  School  .  123 

Lymansville  School  (2nd  show) .  136 

Wednesday,  March  11,  1936 

Central  Falls  High,  Broad  St.,  Westside 
St.,  and  Hunt  St .  430 


Friday,  March  13,  1936 

Central  Falls  High  (Grades  3  and  4) 

from  Broad  St.,  Central,  Hunt, 

Washington,  Dexter,  Kendall,  Hed- 

ley,  and  West  Side  Grammar . P.M.  500 

Central  Falls  High,  Central  Falls  Junior 
High  School . A.M.  500 

Monday,  March  16,  1936 

Valley  Falls,  Clark  St.  School  and  St. 

Patrick’s  School .  520 

Mt.  St.  Rita’s  Convent,  Diamond  Hill  .  75 

Tuesday,  March  17,  1936 

Edgemere  School  . A.M.  54 

Cumberland  Hill  . P.M.  132 

Community  School  . P.M.  97 

Wednesday,  March  18,  1936 

Garvin  Memorial  School .  75 

Berkeley  School  .  14 

Ashton  School  . 89 

Thursday,  March  19,  1936 

Cumberland  High,  Blackstone  and  Val¬ 
ley  Falls  Schools .  265 

Central  Grammar  School  at  same  school  250 

Lincoln  School .  66 

Lincoln  School  (2nd  show) .  67 

Friday,  March  20,  1936 

Lincoln  Community  School .  115 

Quinnsville  School .  48 

Monday,  March  23,  1936 

Sacred  Heart  School,  Pawtucket...  A.M.  650 

Lady  of  Consolation . P.M.  575 

Goff  Junior  High  School . P.M.  600 

Atwood  School,  Thornton . P.M.  600 

Tuesday,  March  24,  1936 

St.  Edward  School,  Pawtucket . A.M.  325 

Slater  Junior  High . P.M.  5  50 

Nathanael  Greene  Junior  High . P.M.  3  50 

Wednesday,  March  25,  1936 

Prospect  St.  School,  Pawtucket .  425 

Grove  St.  School . P.M.  375 
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Thursday,  March  26,  1936 

Fairlawn  School . A.M.  17  5 

Jenks  Junior  High  (1st  show) . P.M.  32  5 

Jenks  Junior  High  (2nd  show) . P.M.  600 

Cottage  St.  School  (2  shows) .  300 

H.  B.  Bain  School  (WPA).... . P.M.  32 

Friday,  March  27,  1936 

J.  C.  Potter  School . A.M.  500 

St.  John  School . P.M.  525 

Monday,  March  30,  1936 

St.  Ambrose  and  Albion  Schools  (Farm¬ 
er’s  Hall,  Albion) . A.M.  225 

St.  James  and  Manville  Schools,  Church 
Hall  (Lincoln  and  Manville) .  100 

Wednesday,  April  1,  1936 

Warwick:  Pawtuxet  School  (2  show¬ 
ings)  . A.M.  300 

Spring  Green  . P.M.  84 

Thursday,  April  2,  1936 

Lakewood  Grammar  School  (3  shows) 

A.M.  and  P.M .  374 

Friday,  April  3,  1936 

Conimicut  School  (3  shows),  A.M. 
and  P.M .  327 

Monday,  April  6,  1936 

Prov.  St.  Primary  and  Grammar  Schools  600 
W.  Warwick  Junior  High,  at  W.  War¬ 


wick  Junior  High . P.M.  400 

Tuesday,  April  7,  1936 

At  W.  Warwick:  St.  James  School,  A.M. 

Odeon  Hall,  Natick . P.M.  375 

9t.  John’s  and  Christ  the  King . P.M.  800 

Notre  Dame  School,  Phenix . P.M.  387 

Wednesday,  April  8,  1936 

East  Greenwich  Grammar . A.M.  175 

East  Greenwich  Grammar . P.  M.  200 

Thursday,  April  9,  1936 

Frenchtown  School  . A.M. 

E.  Greenwich  Grammar,  3rd,  Kinder¬ 
garten  School .  115 

E.  Greenwich  Grammar  .  120 

E.  Greenwich  Grammar,  high  grades, 

P.M .  175 

Friday,  April  10, 1936 

Private  School,  Angell  St . A.M.  80 


No.  of 
pupils 

Tuesday,  April  14,  1936 

Harmony  School,  Glocester . P.M.  100 

Wednesday,  April  15,  1936 

Chepachet  School,  Glocester . P.M.  175 

Thursday,  April  16,  1936 

Baker  School,  W.  Barrington . A.M.  200 

Nayatt  School,  Nayatt . A.M.  105 

Hampden  Meadow  School . P.M.  78 

H.  B.  Bain  School .  48 

Friday,  April  17,  1936 

Maple  Ave.  School,  Barrington  (1st 

show)  .  150 

Maple  Ave.  School,  Barrington  (2nd 

show)  .  150 

Peck  Junior  High,  Barrington . P.M.  526 

April  20,  1936 

Windmill  School,  Warren . A.M.  47 

Touisset  School,  Warren .  21 

April  21,  1936 

Child  St.  School,  Warren . A.M.  150 

Child  St.  School  Warren . P.M.  128 

April  22,  1936 

H.  B.  Bain  School,  Cranston .  47 

Liberty  School,  Warren . A.M.  175 

Joyce  St.  School,  Warren . P.M.  300 

April  23,  1936 

Aquidneck  Grange,  Middletown .  100 


April  24,  1936 

Nooseneck  Hill  .. 


April  27,  1936 

Bristol  Junior  High  (1st  show)  ....A.M.  220 

Bristol  Junior  High  (2nd  show) .  340 

Byfield  School  in  Reynolds  School  Hall  400 

April  28,  1936 

Reynolds  School  . A.M.  460 

Whallin,  Oliver  and  Burton  Schools, 

A.M .  3  50 

St.  Mary’s  School . P.M.  160 

April  30,  1936 

Graniteville  School  . A.M.  250 

H.  B.  Bain  School .  45 


Tuesday,  May  5, 1936 

Wakefield  Grammar  (1st  show)  ....A.M.  250 

Wakefield  Grammar  (2nd  show)  ...  P.M.  250 
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Wednesday,  May  6,  1936 


So.  Kingston  High  School .  3  50 

Peace  Dale  Grammar  School .  3  50 


Friday,  May  8,  1936 

West  Greenwich:  Plain  St.  School, 
Sharpe  St.  Annex,  Kitts  Corner 
School,  Nooseneck  School,  Hitty 
Corner  School,  Greenwich  Baptist 


Church  .  225 

Monday,  May  11,  1936 

Richmond  School,  Hope  Valley. ...A, M.  3  50 
Charlestown  School  . P.M.  200 

Tuesday,  May  12,  1936 

Hope  Valley  Grammar,  Rockville 

Grammar  . A.M.  200 

Hope  Valley  Grammar . P.M.  100 

Hope  Valley  Junior  High .  200 


Wednesday,  May  13,  1936 

Ashaway  School  (3  shows)  A.M.-P.M.  375 

Thursday,  May  14,  1936 

Anthony  School,  Quidnick  Primary, 


Quidnick  Grammar  .  400 

Harris  Heights  Grammar .  158 


Night  Show,  Works  Progress  Admins...  65 

Friday,  May  15,  1936 

Washington  School,  Reid  School  ...P.M.  175 

Washington  and  Spring  Lake  Schools  ...  150 


Coventry  Center  School . P.M.  72 

Sunday,  May  17,  1936 

Mt.  Pleasant  Baptist  Church . A.M.  67 

Monday,  May  18,  1936 


Greene  School,  Rice  City  School.  .. A.M.  40 
Summit  School,  Bald  Hill  School.. ..P.M.  34 

Tuesday,  May  19,  1936 

Coventry  High  School . A.M.  3  50 

Wednesday,  May  20,  1936 

Hartford  Ave.  School,  Franklin  School 
and  invited  friends . A.M.  250 

Thursday,  May  21,  1936 

W.  Warwick  Junior  High  School,  Har¬ 
ris  and  Phenix  School . A.M.  675 

Arctic  School,  Centerville  School  and 
Crompton  School  . P.M.  775 

Friday,  May  22,  1936 

St.  Mary’s  Polish  Church,  Coventry .  3  50 


No.  of 
pupils 

Monday,  May  26,  1936 

Simmonsville  School  (1st  show)  ...P.M,  75 

Tuesday,  May  27,  1936 


E.  Providence  Junior  High . A.M.  550 

E.  Providence  Junior  High . P.M.  575 


Wednesday,  May  28,  1936 

Riverside:  Platt  St.  School,  East  St. 
School,  Turner  Ave.  School,  showing 


at  Junior  High  Hall . 

....A.M. 

650 

Riverside  Junior  High . 

. P.M. 

500 

Thursday,  May  29,  1936 

Sacred  Heart  School,  E.  Prov . A.M. 

Union  Primary,  Lewiston  Grammar, 

75 

Roger  Williams  . 

. P.M. 

500 

Friday,  May  30,  1936 

East  Providence:  A.  P.  Hoyt  School, 
Potter  St.  and  Bridgwich  St.  School, 

A.M .  600 

Warren  Ave.,  Kent  Heights,  Tristem- 
Grove  Ave.,  Broadway,  Central  Jun¬ 
ior  High  School . P.M.  450 

Bliss  School  .  3  50 

Monday,  June  1, 1936 

Woodlawn:  South  Woodlawn  School, 

Pidge  Ave.  School . A.M.  450 

Tuesday,  June  2,  1936 

Providence:  Portuguese  Chapel  .  P.M.  48 

Wednesday,  June  3,  1936 

Warwick:  Conimicut  Grammar. ...A.M.  62 


Hoxsie  School  .  65 

Hoxsie  School . P.M.  75 

Thursday,  June  4,  1936 

Warwick:  Warwick  Grammar . A.M.  175 

Bayside  School  . .  150 

Oakland  Beach . P.M.  200 

Friday,  June  5,  1936 

Oakland  Beach  School . P.M.  213 

Monday,  June  8,  1936 

West  Warwick:  Apponaug  Grammar 

School  . A.M.  150 

Pontiac  Grammar  School . P.M.  110 

Tuesday,  June  9,  1936 

Lincoln  Park  Grammar  School . A.M.  23 

St.  Paul  School . P.M.  505 


94 


The  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  1636-1936 


No.  of 
pupils 

Wednesday,  June  10,  1936 


Cowesett  Grammar  School . A.M.  60 

St.  Joseph’s  Parochial  School . P.M.  600 


Thursday,  June  11,  1936 

Norwood:  Norwood  School . A.M.  114 


Norwood  School  (2nd  show) . P.M.  143 

Friday,  June  12,  1936 

Tiverton:  Fort  Barton . A.M.  118 

Nonquit  School  . P.M.  109 

Monday,  June  15,  1936 
Tiverton:  Bay  View  and  Lincoln 

Schools  . A.M.  140 

Barker  School . P.M.  98 

Tuesday,  June  16,  1936 

North  Tiverton:  No.  Gardner  School, 

A.M .  160 


Ranger  and  Commodore  Perry  School.  ..  175 

Wednesday,  June  17,  1936 

No.  Tiverton:  Ranger  School . A.M.  175 

Thursday,  June  18,  1936 

Woonsocket:  Holy  Family  School, 

P.M .  630 

Friday,  June  19,  1936 

Little  Compton:  J.  Wilbur  School, 

A.M .  3  JO 

Monday,  June  22,  1936 

Newport:  Mercy  Home  and  School .  68 

September  8,  1936 

Greenville  Grange,  9  P.M . 

September  23,  1936 

Cleary  School,  75  John  St.,  at  1  o’clock  J07 
Woonsocket  Community  Center,  Nat’l 
Youth  Administration,  at  8  P.M... 

October  2,  1936 

Riverside  Branch,  Providence  Boys’ 

Club,  7:30  . 

October  5,  1936 

Nat’l  Youth  Administration,  Tate  Hall, 

Dyer  Ave.  and  Cranston  St.,  at  8  P.M. 

I.  C.  I.  Hall,  Immaculate  Conception 
Parish,  Palmer  and  Walling  Streets,  2 

October  6,  1936 

Tyler  School,  Point  St.,  at  9  A.M .  796 

Apponaug  Catholic  Church,  7:30 . 


No.  of 
pupils 


October  7,  1936 

Blessed  Sacrament  Church,  Academy 
Ave.,  basement,  1:30 .  811 

October  8,  1936 

Blessed  Sacrament  Church,  Academy 
Ave.,  basement,  1:30 .  811 


October  9,  1936 

Riverside  Branch,  Providence  Boys' 
Club,  7:30  . 

October  16,  1936 

Riverside  Branch,  Providence  Boys’ 
Club,  7:30  . 

October  22,  1936 

Hope  Street  Congregational  Church . 

October  23,  1936 


East  Providence  Boys’  Club .  17  J 

Riverside  Boys’  Club .  200 

October  26,  1936 

Arnold  Street  School,  Providence .  17  J 

Benefit  Street  School,  Providence .  210 

October  27,  1936 

Friendship  Street  School,  Providence  ...  160 

Montague  School,  Providence .  12  J 

October  28,  1936 

Riverside  Boys’  Club .  200 

East  Providence  Boys’  Club .  23  J 

October  29,  1936 

Ralph  Street  School,  Providence .  300 

October  30,  1936 

Rochambeau  School,  Providence .  160 

November  4,  1936 

Alfred  Williams  School,  Johnston .  300 

International  Institute .  40 

November  5,  1936 

International  Institute,  Providence .  40 

November  9,  1936 

St.  Pius  School,  Providence .  400 

November  10,  1936 

St.  Raymond’s  School,  Providence .  J00 

Elmhurst  Academy,  Providence .  90 
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November  12,  1936 


Our  Lady  of  Lourdes,  Providence .  400 

November  13,  1936 

Mapleville  School .  126 

Nasonville  School  .  210 

East  Providence  Boys’  Club .  175 

Riverside  Boys’  Club .  160 

November  16,  1936 

St.  Charles  School,  Harrison  Ave .  800 

St.  Anne’s  School,  Branch  Ave .  3  75 

St.  Andrews  Industrial  School,  Barring¬ 
ton  .  76 


No.  of 
pupils 


November  17,  1936 

St.  Aloysius’  Home,  Providence . 

Sacred  Heart  School,  Woonsocket .  450 

November  19,  1936 

St.  Patrick’s  School,  Smith  St .  650 


St.  Teresa’s  School,  Pope  St.,  Providence  3  50 


November  20,  1936 

St.  Francis  Orphanage,  Providence .  150 

Holy  Name  School,  Mt.  Hope  Ave., 
Providence  .  475 


The  picture  had  previously  been  shown  by  the  Providence  School  Department  in  Providence 
schools  requesting  it. 
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THE  LOG  CABIN  INFORMATION  BOOTHS 

NE  of  the  most  colorful  features  of  the  Tercentenary 
and  one  whose  influence  was  far  reaching  and  will  be 
found  lasting,  was  the  log  cabin  information  booths 
located  at  strategic  points  on  main  travelled  roads. 
There  were  eight  of  these  cabins,  built  in  the  style  of  the  earliest 
Colonial  homes,  with  weathered  logs  and  shingled  roofs.  They 
were  manned  by  a  selected,  specially  trained  group  of  WPA 
workers,  many  of  them  from  the  teacher’s  group  and  were  kept 
open  ten  hours  a  day,  seven  days  a  week,  from  June  24  to  October  1. 

During  that  period  of  fourteen  weeks  they  supplied  maps, 
information  and  Rhode  Island  literature  to  motorists  from  every 
State  in  the  Union  with  the  exception  of  Idaho  and  Nevada  and 
registered  callers  from  Canada,  England,  Ireland,  Scotland, 
Rumania,  Poland,  Spain,  China,  Panama,  South  Africa,  Denmark, 
Italy,  the  Canal  Zone,  Hawaii,  Cuba  and  Honduras  in  Central 
America. 

The  information  included  not  only  road  directions  for  Rhode 
Island,  New  England  and  the  Eastern  United  States,  but  also 
details  of  Rhode  Island’s  historic  and  scenic  attractions,  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  Tercentenary  events  and  exhibits,  lists  and  schedules  of 
amusements.  Their  attendants  were  practical  guides  on  what  to 
see,  when  and  how  to  see  it.  In  cabins  located  in  or  near  thickly 
settled  communities — as  that  on  Broadway,  in  Pawtucket — they 
gave  a  varied  neighborhood  service  epitomized  by  one  woman 
in  the  plaintive  query  "Where  are  we  going  to  get  information 
after  the  cabins  close?” 

She  had  decided  to  move  while  her  son  was  away,  on  his 
vacation  and  had  told  him  to  call  at  the  cabin  on  his  return,  to 
learn  where  his  new  home  was. 

The  cabins  were  10  by  12  feet  in  size,  with  a  door  of  broad 
boards,  a  wide  information  window  on  each  side  closed  by  board 
shutters  meeting  in  the  centre  and  with  a  small,  glass-sashed 
window  in  the  rear  wall.  The  rafters  were  of  log?,  the  sides  of 
half -logs  that  appeared  whole.  The  floor  was  of  wide  boards,  the 
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hardware  of  wrought  iron.  The  logs  were  peeled  and  treated  with 
zinc  chloride  forced  by  pressure  into  the  wood,  a  process  which 
weathered  them  and  ensure  a  life  of  at  least  30  years  in  the  State 
parks  and  forests  where  they  were  removed  after  their  service  for 
the  Tercentenary. 

For  like  every  other  major  expenditure  by  the  State  Ter¬ 
centenary  Commission,  they  were  planned  for  continued  service 
long  after  this  anniversary  has  become  but  a  memory. 

This  zinc  chloride  treatment  was  responsible  for  the  opening 
of  the  cabins  three  weeks  after  the  date  originally  selected.  The 
process  is  a  patented  one  and  is  performed  at  a  mill  on  the  banks 
of  the  Merrimac  in  New  Hampshire.  On  the  day  before  the 
logs  were  to  be  shipped  to  Rhode  Island,  the  river  rose  in  the 
great  flood  caused  by  the  spring  rains  in  Northern  New  England 
and  carried  them  away.  It  was  necessary  to  prepare  another  lot 
of  logs — and  meanwhile  the  men  and  women  who  were  being 
trained  to  service  them  continued  to  go  to  school  in  Providence, 
continued  to  study  maps  and  Rhode  Island  history  to  prepare 
themselves  for  the  flood  of  queries  they  must  answer  from  visitors. 

The  cabins  were  built  at  the  Beach  Pond  Camp  of  the 
Civilian  Conservation  Corps  with  the  cooperation  of  the  National 
Park  Service  and  under  direction  of  Col.  Thomas  J.  Hill  Peirce, 
Chief  of  the  Division  of  Forests,  Parks  and  Parkways,  of  the  State 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  Conservation.  They  were  hauled 
on  a  large  trailer,  to  sites  where  they  served  the  main  highways 
most  used  by  motorists  entering  the  State  from  Massachusetts  or 
Connecticut. 

These  sites  were: 

Route  1,  Dixon  House  Square,  Westerly,  on  the  main  route 
from  New  York. 

This  site  was  later  sold  by  the  owners  and  in  mid-September 
the  booth  was  moved  to  a  small  park  near  the  Pawcatuck  bridge, 
owned  by  the  State  through  the  Division  of  Roads  and  Bridges. 

Route  1,  Broadway,  Pawtucket,  at  Barton  street,  near  the 
Massachusetts  State  line,  covering  travel  from  Boston  and  North¬ 
eastern  New  England. 
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Routes  1A  and  6,  on  the  south  side  of  the  square  at  the 
easterly  end  of  Washington  Bridge,  in  East  Providence,  covering  the 
Walpole  and  Norwood  route  from  Boston  and  the  roads  to  Cape 
Cod,  Taunton,  Brockton,  Boston  and  Middleboro,  Massachusetts, 

Route  146  at  the  junction  of  Louisquisset  Pike  and  Park 
Avenue,  Woonsocket,  covering  the  Uxbridge,  Worcester  and 
Springfield  roads. 

Route  44,  Chepachet  Village  next  to  Chepachet  Public 
Library,  for  the  Putnam  and  Springfield  routes. 

Routes  6  and  101,  at  junction  of  the  Danielson  and  old  Hart¬ 
ford  Pikes,  North  Scituate  for  Danielson,  Willimantic  and  Hart¬ 
ford,  the  Hartford  Pike  —  Route  101  —  and  by  communicating 
roads  to  the  Putnam  Pike — Route  44 — and  the  network  of  roads 
running  up  into  central  Massachusetts. 

Route  3,  the  Nooseneck  Hill  road  south  of  Route  102,  the 
Pine  Hill  Road,  at  Dawley  Park  on  the  Richmond-Exeter  town 
line,  to  serve  Norwich,  New  London,  Plainfield  and  connecting 
roads  to  the  east. 

Routes  1C  and  2,  at  the  junction  of  the  New  London  Turn¬ 
pike  and  Oaklawn  Avenue,  at  the  foot  of  Reservoir  Avenue  at 
Bald  Hill  in  Cranston,  for  roads  entering  from  the  Pawtuxet 
Valley  and  Eastern  Connecticut. 

Many  of  these  locations  were  on  privately  owned  land,  whose 
owners  gave  its  use  rent-free,  during  the  Tercentenary.  The 
Pawtucket  cabin  occupied  the  lawn  of  the  rectory  of  the  Church 
of  Our  Lady  of  Compassion,  the  nearest  available  site  to  the 
State  line,  where  work  on  a  new  bridge  was  expected  to  begin 
during  the  Tercentenary.  The  Woonsocket  cabin  was  placed  on 
land  owned  by  the  diocese  of  Rhode  Island,  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church — the  only  open  space  at  this  junction  of  main  roads  from 
the  north. 

The  Chepachet  cabin  was  on  the  land  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry 
A.  Sayles. 

The  Westerly  cabin  was  on  land  long  vacant,  where  a  fill 
was  needed.  This  fill  was  made  by  the  Westerly  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  which  also  at  its  own  expense  fitted  the  cabin  with 
electric  lights  and  had  a  pay  telephone  installed — the  only  one 
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of  the  cabins  with  these  conveniences.  During  its  entire  period 
of  service  this  cabin,  whose  location  made  it  a  leader  in  impor¬ 
tance,  had  the  benefit  of  the  oversight  of  Mr.  G.  Benjamin  Utter, 
President  of  the  Westerly  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  the  time  of 
its  location.  It  was  placed  first  of  all  and  was  ready  for  occupancy 
on  May  4,  the  day  the  Tercentenary  was  officially  opened  by  the 
State  Commission. 

The  Westerly  cabin  was  unique  among  the  group  in  having 
three  attendants  instead  of  the  two  provided  for  each  of  the 
others  and  in  the  fact  that  all  three  were  women.  They  were 
unusually  efficient  and  throughout  its  service  the  cabin  set  a  high 
standard  in  its  operation. 

This  was  also  true  of  the  Pawtucket  and  the  East  Providence 
cabins,  which  shared  with  Westerly  the  distinction  of  registering 
the  largest  number  of  callers.  In  this  East  Providence  led  with 
3,425,  followed  by  Westerly  with  2576  and  by  Pawtucket  with 
1911.  Woonsocket  was  next,  although  handicapped  by  work  on 
removal  of  street  car  rails  in  front  of  it  during  a  part  of  the 
busiest  season. 

From  these  cabins  were  distributed  a  large  amount  of  litera¬ 
ture  on  Rhode  Island  and  its  attractions,  including  a  variety 
furnished  by  local  Chambers  of  Commerce  as  well  as  the  Com¬ 
mission’s  publication,  "Rhode  Island’s  Historic  Background”,  and 
the  Tercentenary  road  map  issued  by  the  Division  of  Roads  and 
Bridges  with  the  Tercentenary  Commission.  For  this  literature, 
listed  in  Note  A,  the  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  Commission 
makes  grateful  acknowledgment  to  the  donors. 

This  literature  was  also  supplied  to  the  four  additional  sta¬ 
tions  opened  under  town  or  city  auspices  as  supplementary  to  the 
State  booths  and  also  manned  by  the  WPA  forces.  These  stations 
were: 

The  house  on  the  Mall,  Exchange  Place,  Providence,  by  the 
Providence  Tercentenary  Committee. 

Route  1A  at  Rumford,  for  travel  from  Boston  and  north¬ 
eastern  New  England — Pawtucket  and  Newport  Avenues.  This 
was  established  by  the  East  Providence  committee  of  the  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations  Tercentenary  Committee,  Inc. 
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Route  114,  in  the  Town  Hall  at  Warren,  for  Bristol  and 
Newport  travel  via  Mount  Hope  Bridge.  This  was  a  town 
established  station. 

Route  138,  Gas  House  Hill,  Tiverton,  established  by  the 
town  of  Tiverton. 

With  the  exception  of  the  House  on  the  Mall,  none  of  these 
was  in  a  separate  building.  The  Providence  and  East  Providence 
stations  had  a  large  number  of  callers. 

They  were  serviced  with  literature  and  supplies  from  the 
office  of  the  Tercentenary  Commission  at  least  once  a  week  and 
during  the  busiest  season  and  with  the  busiest  of  them  for  the 
entire  period,  twice  a  week  or  oftener,  the  distribution  being 
made  by  another  WPA  worker  whom  the  Commission  paid  for 
use  of  his  automobile. 

Each  station  was  provided  by  the  WPA  with  a  first  aid  kit 
and  by  the  Tercentenary  Commission,  with  lists  of  tourist  camps, 
hotels  and  inns,  sailing  time  and  fares  on  steamers  leaving  Rhode 
Island  points,  camps  for  boys  and  girls,  ferry  times  and  fares — in 
short,  with  answers  to  every  question  the  visiting  motorist  was 
likely  to  ask. 

The  WPA  force  in  the  log  cabins  and  in  the  other  stations 
also  had  the  benefit  of  supervision  by  a  WPA  inspector  during 
the  entire  period  they  remained  open.  Previous  to  their  opening, 
the  guides  were  given  a  daily  schooling  at  the  Candace  street 
branch  of  the  Providence  Public  Library,  where  they  were 
instructed  by  experts  in  the  routing  of  motorists,  were  given 
lectures  on  Rhode  Island  history  and  were  otherwise  prepared  for 
their  coming  tasks.  Mr.  J.  Burleigh  Cheney,  then  Rhode  Island 
Administrator  for  the  Works  Progress  Administration,  took  a 
keen  personal  interest  in  this  cooperation  by  this  Government 
agency  and  left  nothing  undone  to  ensure  its  entire  success. 

The  thanks  of  the  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  Commission 
are  due  to  him  for  this  and  for  his  continued  and  earnest  coopera¬ 
tion  in  every  other  activity  in  which  his  aid  was  asked.  The  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  Tercentenary  could  not  have  been  carried  through 
without  this  aid. 

The  log  cabin  at  Dawley  Park,  the  Richmond -Exeter  town 
line,  was  closed  in  mid-August,  its  situation  in  the  middle  of  an 
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open  stretch  on  a  road  with  high  speed  limits,  detracting  from 
its  usefulness.  The  cabin  at  Chepachet  and  the  station  at  North 
Tiverton,  closed  September  14.  That  at  Warren  was  closed  Sep¬ 
tember  10  and  the  town  station  at  Rumford,  September  14,  it 
being  evident  that  from  various  causes,  their  usefulness  was 
limited.  Some  of  these  closings  were  due  to  the  opening  of  the 
schools  and  the  fact  that  the  booth  attendants  were  school 
teachers,  whose  replacement  at  that  late  period  was  impractical. 

The  booths  at  Westerly,  Pawtucket,  Woonsocket,  Bald  Hill 
and  East  Providence,  remained  open  to  the  end  of  the  touring 
season,  October  first. 

Throughout  the  summer,  these  log  cabins  attracted  much 
attention  and  much  favorable  comment  both  from  Rhode 
Islanders  and  from  the  visiting  motorists  serviced  by  them.  They 
were  given  an  ideal  setting  by  Col.  Thomas  J.  Hill  Peirce,  Chief 
of  the  Division  of  Forests,  Parks  and  Parkways,  to  whom  the 
Commission  owes  much  and  for  whose  efforts  it  extends  its 
thanks.  They  were  surrounded  by  shrubbery,  planted  by  men  of 
the  division;  and  walks  of  field  stone  were  laid  to  the  information 
windows  on  either  side  of  the  cabins. 

Beside  each  cabin  was  placed  a  rustic  signpost  of  cedar,  with 
a  copy  of  the  Tercentenary  Commission’s  "Welcome  to  Historic 
Rhode  Island”  poster  suspended  in  a  rustic  cedar  frame  from  the 
cross  bar.  On  either  side  of  each  cabin  was  one  of  the  portals 
described  under  another  heading  and  in  front  of  each  cabin  was 
a  flagpole  of  native  cedar,  on  which  was  flown  daily  a  regulation 
State  flag.  The  cabins  were  unique  and  handsome,  something 
to  be  remembered  as  a  feature  of  a  motor  visit  to  historic  Rhode 
Island  during  its  Tercentenary. 

They  cost  $243.72  each  or  $1949.76  for  the  eight,  the  entire 
cost  being  for  materials,  the  labor  being  supplied  by  the  Civilian 
Conservation  Corps  as  a  winter  project  for  the  Beach  Pond  Camp. 
At  the  close  of  the  Tercentenary,  in  accordance  with  agreement 
at  the  time  of  their  building,  they  were  turned  over  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Forests,  Parks  and  Parkways,  for  continued  use  during 
years  to  come,  in  State  parks  and  forests,  Furnishing  and  supplies 
$96.32  and  servicing  $175.23  made  the  total  cost  of  the  cabins 
and  maintenance  $2221.33. 
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The  total  number  of  visitors  to  the  booths  and  stations  was 
for  the  14  weeks,  21,334.  Massachusetts  led  with  3921,  followed 
by  New  York,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio, 
Michigan,  Canada,  Illinois,  California,  Maine,  New  Hampshire, 
Maryland,  and  the  District  of  Columbia  in  that  order,  the  three 
last  named  being  tied  with  114  each.  Vermont,  Florida,  Missouri, 
Virginia,  Indiana,  Texas,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Delaware,  North 
Carolina,  Iowa,  West  Virginia,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Oklahoma, 
Kansas,  Alabama,  Nebraska,  Tennessee,  Colorado,  followed.  The 
full  list  will  be  found  on  another  page. 

The  smallest  representation  from  any  State  was  three  regis¬ 
tered  from  New  Mexico.  California  was  well  represented  through¬ 
out  the  summer,  this  Pacific  Coast  State  standing  tenth  in  the 
number  of  visitors  in  the  Tercentenary  summer. 

The  total  number  of  callers  at  booths  and  stations — 21,334 — 
was  an  average  of  1523  weekly.  August  was  the  heaviest  touring 
month,  with  the  week  ending  August  29  leading  with  a  registra¬ 
tion  well  over  2000  cars.  The  second  heaviest  week  was  that 
ending  August  8,  while  the  first  week  in  September  was  little 
behind  the  figures  of  August.  In  the  week  of  September  19  the 
figures  dropped  below  1000  for  the  first  time  since  the  first  week 
in  July. 

The  total  was  very  evenly  divided  between  out  of  State  and 
Rhode  Island  motorists.  There  was  a  very  general  demand  among 
drivers  in  this  State  for  the  Tercentenary  road  map  and  for  the  other 
literature  distributed,  much  of  it  being  new  to  the  greater  number 
of  local  callers.  The  total  of  out  of  State  registrations  was  11,003. 
Many  of  these  motorists  from  other  States  were  visiting  Rhode 
Island  for  the  first  time  and  a  number  expressed  their  desire  to 
return  during  another  year. 

The  suggestion  that  the  State  information  booths  take  the 
form  of  log  cabins  came  from  the  State  Planning  Board,  through 
Mr.  John  Hutchins  Cady,  Consultant,  to  whom  the  Commission 
makes  grateful  acknowledgment.  The  Planning  Board  also  made 
the  first  designs  and  suggested  locations.  The  portals  beside  the 
roads  at  the  State  line  were  also  planned  and  designed  by  the 
Planning  Board,  of  which  Mr.  John  Nicholas  Brown,  a  member 
of  the  Tercentenary  Commission,  is  chairman. 
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Conclusions 

It  is  very  evident  from  the  experience  of  the  Tercentenary 
summer,  that  a  real  need  exists  for  maintenance  of  a  similar 
system  of  road  information  stations  in  this  State  during  the 
touring  season  every  year.  The  conclusion  is  inevitable  that  such 
a  system  of  stations  would  do  much  to  create  a  good  will  among 
the  touring  public  which  would  react  to  the  material  benefit  of 
the  State  and  its  people. 

Maintained  in  conjunction  with  a  State  tourists  bureau  oper¬ 
ating  from  the  State  House,  backed  with  general  advertising  and 
furnished  with  attractive  literature  outlining  the  advantages  and 
recreational  attractions  of  the  State,  and  with  local  Chambers  of 
Commerce  cooperating,  it  would  be  the  first  organized  effort  to 
present  the  attractions  of  one  of  the  finest  sections  of  old  New 
England,  to  the  people  of  the  other  States  of  the  Union. 

The  first  move  in  that  direction  was  made  during  the  Ter¬ 
centenary  summer  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  who  from  a  small 
appropriation  by  the  General  Assembly  secured  a  limited  amount 
of  newspaper  advertising  for  the  State  as  a  recreation  centre  and 
also  reprinted  booklets  as  well  as  printing  new  folders  calculated 
to  rouse  desire  to  visit  Rhode  Island.  These  were  distributed  from 
his  office  and  from  the  log  cabins  and  the  other  stations.  Secretary 
of  State  Cappelli’s  work  was  well  planned  and  very  effective,  but 
it  should  be  continued  every  year  on  a  much  larger  scale  than  was 
possible  in  1936. 

The  experience  of  the  Tercentenary  Commission  with  the 
information  booths  leads  to  the  conclusions  that: 

A  limited  number  of  these  booths  should  be  maintained 
during  the  touring  season,  each  year. 

They  should  be  located  where  they  can  best  serve  the  largest 
number  of  incoming  motorists,  at  strategic  points  on  main  trunk 
roads. 

Three  or  at  most,  four,  would  suffice:  one  at  Westerly,  for 
travel  from  Connecticut,  New  York  and  the  Central  States;  one 
at  Pawtucket,  for  Boston  and  Northeastern  New  England;  one  at 
East  Providence,  at  or  near  the  location  of  the  Tercentenary 
booth;  and  possibly  one  at  Woonsocket,  or  perhaps  at  Bald  Hill 
in  Cranston. 
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They  should  be  opened  in  mid-June  and  closed  in  mid- 
September,  a  season  shorter  than  that  of  the  Tercentenary  sum¬ 
mer  but  long  enough  to  cover  the  normal  touring  season,  which 
begins  and  ends  at  these  two  periods. 

They  should  be  open  at  least  1 0  hours  daily — the  hours  which 
were  found  adequate  for  the  Tercentenary  log  cabins — from  nine 
in  the  morning  until  seven  at  night — and  open  seven  days  a  week. 
In  this  way  each  station  could  be  operated  with  two  men  working 
the  usual  WPA  hours. 

The  cost  of  this  service  would  be  returned  many  times  over 
in  the  tourist  dollars  it  would  bring  to  Rhode  Island  —  the  only 
New  England  State  now  without  an  established  program  of 
advertising  its  attractions,  the  only  one  failing  to  make  a  bid  for 
its  share  of  summer  tourist  trade. 

The  New  England  Council,  in  whose  program  of  advertising 
New  England  as  a  whole,  Rhode  Island  participates  without 
maintaining  a  similar  system  of  advertising  itself  alone,  estimates 
that  in  1936,  three  million  tourists  or  summer  visitors  spent 
$475,000,000  while  in  the  New  England  area.  Of  this  sum  it  is 
believed  that  between  $40,000,000  and  $45,000,000  would  be  a 
fair  estimate  of  the  amount  they  spent  in  Rhode  Island. 

This  golden  flood  went  to  Rhode  Island  merchants,  hotel,  inn 
and  guest  home  keepers,  service  station  operators,  markets,  amuse¬ 
ments,  resorts  and  others.  How  much  more  might  be  brought  to 
this  State  by  additional  advertising  and  publicity,  can  only  be 
imagined. 

It  rests  with  the  General  Assembly  as  to  whether  or  not  this 
source  of  additional  prosperity  shall  be  increased. 

MATERIAL  DISTRIBUTED  FROM  TERCENTENARY 
INFORMATION  BOOTHS 

Commission  Publication  —  Rhode  Island’s  Historic  Background 
Tercentenary  Historical  and  Road  Map  of  Rhode  Island 
Tercentenary  Calendar  of  Events  and  Exhibits 

From  the  Secretary  of  State: 

Rhode  Island  for  Real  Recreation  and  Hospitality — 3  6  page  booklet 
Welcome  to  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  Celebrations — Folder 
Inns  and  Hotels  in  Rhode  Island — with  their  rates — Folder 
The  Rhode  Island  State  House — 3  6  page  booklet 
Know  Rhode  Island — 64  page  booklet 
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From  Providence  Journal  Company: 

Seeing  Providence — 16  page  double  folder  Guide 

From  Brown  University: 

Folder  describing  the  University — Illustrated 

From  Standard  Oil  Company  of  New  York: 

New  England  Maps 
New  York  State  Maps 
United  States  Maps 
Citigraph  of  Providence 

From  John  Nicholas  Brown: 

Illustrated  four-page  folder  describing  the  John  Brown  House 

From  Westerly  Chamber  of  Commerce: 

South  County  Historical  Maps 
Westerly  Shores — Illustrated  pamphlet 
"Old  Westerly” — 24  page  booklet 
Second  Series  of  South  County  historical  maps 

From  Mt.  Hope  Bridge  Company: 

Newport  and  the  Historic  Island  of  Rhode  Island — Historical  Map  and  map 
of  the  famous  Ten  Mile  Drive 

From  Narragansett  Chamber  of  Commerce: 

4-page  folder — "Come  to  Narragansett  by  the  Sea” 

From  Jamestown  &  Newport  Ferry  Company: 

Time  Tables  and  Ferry  Rates — card  and  circular 

From  East  Greenwich  Chamber  of  Commerce: 

East.  Greenwich  Folders — Illustrated — with  Map 

From  Rhode  Island  Hotel  Association: 

You’ll  Like  Rhode  Island — Illustrated  folder 

From  Cranston  Chamber  of  Commerce: 

Cranston,  Rhode  Island.  48  page  illustrated  pamphlet 

From  Providence  Y.  W.  C.  A.: 

Folders  on  the  Providence  "Y.  W.” 

From  Providence  Chamber  of  Commerce: 

The  Charm  of  Providence — Illustrated  pocket  booklet 

From  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  Company: 

Rhode  Island  Shores 

Southern  New  England  Summer  Resorts — 1936 
Marthas  Vineyard 
Cape  Cod 
Nantucket 

About  10,000  of  these  publications,  covering  Southern  New  England  were 
distributed  from  the  eight  Tercentenary  log  cabins,  for  the  benefit  of  motor 
tourists  coming  to  Rhode  Island,  many  of  them  enroute  to  eastern  points. 
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REGISTRATIONS  AT  INFORMATION  BOOTHS 


Week  Ending  Total  Out  of  State 

June  26-6-28  .  760  301 

July  4  .  15  52  492 

July  11  .  1280  719 

July  18  .  1326  648 

July  25  .  1551  886 

August  1  .  1881  1193 

August  8  .  1920  1229 

August  15  .  1984  1240 

August  22  .  1892  1282 

August  29  .  2039  1170 

September  5  .  1752  1158 

September  12  . 1526  935 

September  19  .  912  596 

September  26  .  725  383 

September  30  .  234  134 


21,334  12,366 


REGISTRATIONS  BY  STATES 
At  Log  Cabins  and  Information  Booths 


Alabama  . 

Arizona  . 

.  14 

.  6 

Nevada  . 

New  Hampshire . 

.  0 

.  114 

Arkansas  . 

.  7 

New  Jersey . 

.  756 

California  . 

.  137 

New  Mexico . 

.  3 

Colorado  . 

.  11 

New  York . 

.  2176 

Connecticut  . 

.  1302 

North  Carolina . 

.  25 

Delaware  . 

.  32 

North  Dakota . 

.  6 

Florida . 

.  81 

Ohio . 

.  300 

Georgia  . 

.  21 

Oklahoma  . 

.  19 

Idaho  . 

.  0 

Oregon  . 

.  8 

Illinois  . 

.  188 

Pennsylvania  . 

.  582 

Indiana  . 

.  44 

Rhode  Island  . 

. 10,331 

Iowa  . 

.  24 

South  Carolina  . 

.  5 

Kansas  . 

.  17 

South  Dakota  . 

.  6 

Kentucky  . 

.  19 

Tennessee . 

.  11 

Louisiana  . 

.  7 

Texas . 

.  38 

Maine  . 

.  126 

Utah  . 

.  6 

Maryland  . 

.  114 

Vermont  . 

.  82 

Massachusetts  . 

.  3921 

Virginia . 

.  53 

Michigan  . 

.  218 

Washington . 

.  12 

Minnesota  . 

.  34 

West  Virginia . 

.  23 

Mississippi  . 

.  4 

Wisconsin  . 

.  35 

Missouri . 

.  59 

Wyoming  . 

.  4 

Montana  . 

.  4 

Washington,  D.  C. . 

.  114 

Nebraska  . 

.  13 
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REGISTRATIONS  FROM  FOREIGN  COUNTRIES 

At  Log  Cabins  and  Information  Booths 


Canada  . 

Great  Britain 

Scotland . 

China . 

Panama  . 

Roumania  . 

Poland  . 

Spain  . 

Ireland .  1 


Philippine  Islands .  1 

Denmark  .  1 

South  Africa .  1 

Italy .  1 

Canal  Zone .  1 

Hawaii .  1 

Cuba  .  1 

Honduras .  1 

Lithuania .  1 


189 

13 

4 

2 

2 


ITEMIZED  SUMMARY  OF  REPORTS  FROM  OFFICIAL 
TERCENTENARY  GUIDES 
Calls  at  Tercentenary  Informations  and  Stations 


Week  Ending  June  27 


Westerly  .  38 

East  Providence  .  79 

Rumford .  25 

Pawtucket .  17 

Dawley  Park  .  3 

Cranston  .  23 

Woonsocket  . 140 

Scituate .  12 

House  on  the  Mall  .  423 


760 

Week  Ending  July  4 


Westerly  .  128 

Dawley  Park .  1 3 

Bald  Hill .  49 

East  Providence  .  114 

Pawtucket .  44 

Scituate  .  23 

Chepachet,  .  43 

Woonsocket  . 179 

Rumford  .  91 

Warren  .  22 

Tiverton  .  37 

House  on  the  Mall  .  809 


1552 


Week  Ending  July  11 


Westerly  .  154 

Dawley  Park .  1 6 

Cranston  .  48 

East  Providence  .  119 

Pawtucket . .  35 

Woonsocket  .  174 

Chepachet  .  2  5 

No.  Scituate  .  31 

House  on  the  Mall  .  503 

Rumford  .  107 

Warren  .  27 

Tiverton  .  4 1 


1280 

Week  Ending  July  18 


Woonsocket  .  163 

Westerly  .  142 

Pawtucket  . 47 

Scituate  . .  5  3 

Dawley  Park .  9 

Chepachet  .  48 

Bald  Hill .  51 

East  Providence  .  162 

Rumford .  107 

Warren  . 13 

Tiverton  .  48 

House  on  the  Mall .  483 


1326 
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Week  Ending  July  25 

Week  Ending  Aug. 

15 

Woonsocket  . 

44 

East  Providence  . 

420 

No.  Scituate  . 

72 

House  on  the  Mall  . 

398 

Chepachet  . 

91 

Westerly  . 

295 

E.  Providence  . 

269 

No.  Scituate  . 

239 

Pawtucket  . 

149 

Pawtucket  . 

206 

Dawley  Park . 

14 

Cranston  . 

128 

Cranston  . 

70 

Rumford  . 

87 

Westerly  . 

203 

Chepachet  . 

75 

Warren  . 

31 

Woonsocket  . 

58 

Rumford . 

59 

Dawley  Park . 

48 

House  on  the  Mall . 

549 

Tiverton  . 

22 

Warren  . 

8 

1551 

1984 

Week  Ending  Aug.  1 

Week  Ending  Aug. 

22 

Westerly  . 

402 

East  Providence  . 

413 

House  on  the  Mall  . 

380 

House  on  the  Mall  . 

388 

E.  Providence  . 

359 

Scituate . 

302 

Pawtucket  . 

180 

Westerly  . 

215 

Scituate . 

178 

Pawtucket  . 

212 

Chepachet . 

88 

Cranston  . 

132 

Cranston  . 

83 

Chepachet  . 

80 

Rumford  . 

74 

Rumford . 

72 

Woonsocket  . 

62 

Woonsocket  . 

35 

Tiverton  . 

3  6 

Tiverton  . 

23 

Warren  . 

20 

Dawley  Park . 

18 

Dawley  Park . 

19 

Warren  . 

2 

1881 

1892 

Week  Ending  Aug.  8 

Week  Ending  Aug. 

29 

East  Providence  . 

373 

House  on  the  Mall  . 

638 

House  on  the  Mall  . 

317 

East  Providence  . 

343 

Westerly  . 

293 

Westerly  . 

269 

No.  Scituate  . 

273 

Pawtucket  . 

209 

Pawtucket  . 

225 

No.  Scituate  . 

200 

Cranston  . 

128 

Cranston  . 

146 

Rumford  . 

100 

Chepachet  . 

78 

Chepachet  . 

98 

Rumford . 

65 

Woonsocket  . 

57 

Woonsocket  . 

41 

Dawley  Park . 

29 

Tiverton  . 

.  30 

Tiverton  . 

19 

Warren  . 

13 

Warren  . 

8 

Dawley  Park . 

7 

1920 

2039 
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Week  Ending  Sept.  5 


House  on  the  Mall  .  460 

East  Providence  .  343 

No.  Scituate  .  245 

Pawtucket  .  190 

Westerly  .  175 

Cranston  .  160 

Chepachet  .  61 

Rumford .  60 

Woonsocket  .  37 

Tiverton  .  21 


1752 


Week  Ending  Sept.  12 


House  on  the  Mall .  430 

East  Providence  .  295 

North  Scituate  .  193 

Cranston  .  179 

Pawtucket  .  158 

Westerly  .  127 

Rumford .  69 

Woonsocket  .  49 

Tiverton  .  26 


1526 


Week  Ending  Sept.  19 


House  on  the  Mall  .  3  58 

East  Providence  .  125 

Pawtucket .  113 

Cranston  .  Ill 

Westerly  .  105 

Rumford .  58 

Woonsocket  .  33 

Tiverton  .  9 


912 

Week  Ending  Sept.  26 


House  on  the  Mall .  264 

East  Providence  .  122 

Cranston  . 105 

Westerly  .  94 

Pawtucket  .  79 

Rumford .  38 

Woonsocket .  23 


725 

Week  Ending  Sept.  30 


Woonsocket  Cabin  .  16 

Westerly  Cabin .  14 

Pawtucket  Cabin  .  49 

East  Providence  .  36 

Rumford  Station  .  24 

House  on  the  Mall  .  95 


234 
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THE  ROAD  PORTALS  — 

"ENTERING  RHODE  ISLAND” 

RHODE  ISLAND’S  welcoming  portals,  erected  at  the  State 
k.  border  on  each  side  of  every  main  highway  as  it  crosses  the 
State  line,  remain  as  permanent  reminders  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Tercentenary.  Those  erected  on  either  side  of  the  eight  log  cabin 
information  booths  maintained  by  the  State  Commission,  are 
being  utilized  by  the  State  Division  of  Forests,  Parks  and  Park¬ 
ways.  They  proved  one  of  the  most  attractive  features  of  the 
celebration  of  the  300th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  State. 

These  portals,  built  to  match  the  log  cabin  information 
booths,  consist  of  two  cedar  tree  trunks  nine  feet  seven  inches 
high  and  six  inch  diameter,  connected  by  a  cross  bar  five  feet  six 
inches  long.  Like  the  logs  used  in  building  the  cabins,  they  were 
treated  with  zinc  chloride  for  permanence. 

From  the  cross  bar  hangs  an  oak  slab  on  whose  smooth  side  is 
cut  the  legend  "Entering  Rhode  Island”  for  the  portals  on  the 
right  side  of  the  road  and  "Rhode  Island  Tercentenary,  1636-1936” 
on  the  left  side.  The  traveller  leaving  the  State  sees  "Leaving  Rhode 
Island”  on  the  portal  on  his  right.  There  are  52  of  these  portals, 
marking  3  6  of  the  highways  entering  the  State. 

They  were  designed  by  the  State  Planning  Board  and  the 
National  Park  Service  and  were  placed  by  the  State  Division  of 
Forests,  Parks  and  Parkways.  Like  the  log  cabins,  they  were  built 
at  the  Beach  Pond  Camp  of  the  Civilian  Conservation  Corps  under 
direction  of  Col.  Thomas  J.  Hill  Peirce,  Chief  of  the  Division  of 
Forests,  Parks  and  Parkways,  with  the  cooperation  of  the  National 
Park  Service. 
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THE  POSTER  AND  STICKER 

THE  figure  of  a  man  wearing  the  conical  hat  and  the  brown  garb 
of  a  pilgrim,  featured  the  Tercentenary  poster.  His  left  hand 
held  a  large,  thick  book  under  his  arm.  His  open  right  hand  was 
outstretched  in  welcome.  His  open  countenance  bore  a  look  of 
earnestness,  his  eyes  gazing  off  into  the  distance.  His  right  foot  was 
extended  as  though  he  were  walking.  It  was  a  figure  of  action,  of 
life,  of  zeal. 

Behind  this  man,  who  appeared  as  though  mounting  the  crest 
of  a  hill,  stretched  a  lush  green  valley  with  a  winding  river  in  the 
distance.  The  scene  was  the  upper  valley  of  the  Pettaquamscutt 
river  as  beheld  from  Hannah’s  Rock  in  Narragansett  near  the 
Moorsfield  and  Tower  Hill  roads.  The  figure  was  generally  taken 
to  be  that  of  Roger  Williams,  although  it  was  not  so  intended  by  the 
artist,  Donald  Cowell  of  Providence. 

River  and  sky  behind  the  figure  were  the  same  deep  blue. 
Against  this  background  was  the  motto  in  white  lettering 

WELCOME 

TO  HISTORIC  RHODE  ISLAND 
Below  the  figure  stretched,  in  black  lettering,  the  word 

TERCENTENARY 

Beneath  this,  again  in  black,  were  the  dates 
1636  MAY-OCTOBER  1936 

The  poster  was  20  x  30  inches,  printed  in  six  colors,  non¬ 
fading,  washable,  by  the  silk-screen  process  using  paint  instead  of 
ink,  on  14-ply  board  and  on  70-pound  offset  stock,  1000  of  each 
weight. 

It  was  shown  by  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  and 
other  New  England  railroads  in  their  stations,  and  by  the  N.  Y. 
Central  in  New  York.  Automobile  clubs  affiliated  with  the 
American  Automobile  Association  used  it  in  their  touring  informa- 
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tion  centres.  It  was  used  in  schools,  public  and  private,  in  this  and 
other  States.  It  was  shown  in  public  libraries  and  it  was  sent  to 
collectors.  Altogether  it  had  a  wide  distribution,  including  displays 
by  Rhode  Island  merchants. 

Its  central  figure  was  used  by  the  Providence  Tercentenary 
Committee  in  the  signboard  hung  as  a  swinging  sign  in  front  of 
the  House  on  the  Mall.  It  was  used  by  one  of  New  England’s 
largest  department  stores  as  a  window  display  early  in  the  Ter¬ 
centenary  period.  The  figure  was  used  by  permission  from  the 
Tercentenary  Commission,  in  national  advertising  for  several 
Rhode  Island  business  houses.  It  was  one  of  the  most  attractive 
cachets  issued  on  the  opening  day  of  the  Tercentenary,  May  4, 
the  day  the  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  postage  stamp  went  on  sale. 

And  the  New  England  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  used 
the  design  in  miniature  on  the  cover  of  the  telephone  directories 
for  Providence  and  its  other  exchanges  in  Rhode  Island,  in  addition 
to  giving  over  the  page  directly  facing  the  first  telephone  listings, 
to  the  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary,  as  written  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commission. 

The  poster  was  reproduced  in  miniature  form,  2/g  x  1/2 
inches,  as  a  sticker.  This  was  done  through  arrangement  with  the 
Tercentenary  Commission,  by  a  Providence  lithograph  house,  the 
Foxon  Company,  Inc.,  probably  the  largest  label  house  in  the 
country.  This  reproduction  was  an  accurate  miniature  of  the  poster, 
even  to  the  six  colors.  It  was  very  extensively  used  on  mailing  pieces, 
more  than  400,000  stickers  being  sold.  This  was  a  private  enterprise, 
with  which  the  Tercentenary  Commission  had  no  connection.  The 
Commission  sold  nothing  and  declined  all  business  connections 
during  the  Tercentenary. 

Of  the  405,000  stickers  sold,  105,000  were  taken  through  the 
Providence  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  9  5  %  of  the  total  were  taken 
in  Providence.  The  use  of  this  sticker  did  much  to  carry  the  news 
of  the  Tercentenary  throughout  the  United  States. 
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GOVERNOR  THEODORE  FRANCIS  GREEN 

AND  THE 

RHODE  ISLAND  TERCENTENARY 
COMMISSION 

Request  the  honor  of  your  presence 
at  Luncheon  on 

SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  THE  ELEVENTH 
At  Twelve  O’Clock  Noon 

in  THE 

PROVIDENCE  BILTMORE  BALLROOM 

IN  HONOR  OF 

COMMANDER  DOCTOR  GUIDO  SEGRE 

Royal  Consul  General  of  Italy  at  Boston 

On  the  occasion  of  the  presentation  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  Order  Sons  of  Italy  in 
America,  that  afternoon  at  half  past  two  o'clock  in 
the  State  House,  of  a  bronze  tablet  commemorating 
the  visit  to  Narragansett  Bay  in  1524  by 

GIOVANNI  da  VERRAZZANO 

A  Son  of  Italy 
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"ITALIAN  DAY,”  OCTOBER  11,  1936 

N  Sunday,  October  11,  1936,  designated  by  Gov. 
Theodore  Francis  Green  as  "Italian  Day/’  the  Rhode 
Island  Tercentenary  Commission  joined  Gov.  Green  in 
giving  a  reception  and  luncheon  at  the  Providence 
Biltmore  hotel  to  Commander  Guido  Segre,  Royal  Italian  Consul 
General  at  Boston,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  Order  Sons 
of  Italy  in  America,  and  a  large  group  of  heads  of  Italian  societies 
in  Rhode  Island,  as  well  as  citizens  of  Italian  birth  or  ancestry. 
Vice  Chairman  Frank  E.  Ballou  of  the  Tercentenary  Commission, 
presided. 

This  was  followed  at  two  o’clock  by  exercises  on  the  front 
terraces  and  lawns  of  the  State  House  at  which  Cav.  Luigi  Scala, 
Grand  Venerable  of  the  Grand  Lodge  presented  to  the  State, 
through  Gov.  Green,  a  bronze  tablet  commemorating  the  visit  to 
NarragansettBay,  April  21  to  May  5, 1524,  of  Giovanni  da  Verraz- 
zano  who  first  likened  an  island  near  the  mouth  of  Narragansett 
Bay,  to  the  Island  of  Rhodes  in  the  Mediterranean.  This  reference, 
contained  in  a  letter  dated  July  8,  1524,  is  the  first  mention  of  the 
name  Rhode  Island  or  any  of  its  variations  in  connection  with 
Narragansett  Bay. 

The  tablet,  cast  at  Gorhams,  was  modeled  by  Aristide  Cian- 
farani  of  Providence.  Below  a  bust  of  the  explorer,  set  in  a  circle, 
is  the  inscription: 

IN  LASTING  TRIBUTE  TO  THE  INTREPID  MARINER 

GIOVANNI  da  VERRAZZANO 

OF  FLORENCE,  ITALY,  WHO  IN  HIS  GOOD  SHIP 

"DELFINA” 

VISITED  NARRAGANSETT  BAY 
APRIL  21  TO  MAY  J,  1J24 

HIS  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  EXPLORATIONS  THEN  MADE 
IS  THE  EARLIEST  RECORD  WE  HAVE  OF  THIS  DISTRICT 
AND  HIS  REFERENCE  TO  THE  ISLAND  OF  RHODES  LED 
TO  THE  USE  OF  THE  NAME  RHODE  ISLAND 

PRESENTED  BY  THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  RHODE  ISLAND  OF  THE  ORDER 
SONS  OF  ITALY  IN  AMERICA,  OCTOBER  11,  1936 
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More  than  2000  persons  were  in  the  great  crowd  that  stood 
on  the  State  House  grounds  and  heard  broadcast  the  addresses  of 
Cav.  Luigi  Scala  who  made  the  presentation,  of  Gov.  Green  who 
received  the  tablet  and  in  his  speech  of  acceptance  paid  eloquent 
tribute  to  da  Verrazzano  the  Florentine  and  Columbus  the  Genoese, 
of  Associate  Justice  Antonio  A.  Capotosto  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Supreme  Court  and  of  Commander  Dr.  Segre. 

Justice  Capotosto  said  in  the  course  of  an  address  enthusi¬ 
astically  received: 

"No  fair  minded  person,  whatever  his  origin  may  be,  will 
deny  us  as  a  race  the  legitimate  appreciation  of  our  ancestors.  We 
need  not  hestitate  to  affirm  that  we  are  of  Italian  descent  and  take 
as  much  pride  in  that  ancestry  as  others  very  properly  take  in  their, 
for  our  people  are  as  faithful  to  their  obligations  to  America  as 
any  other  group  of  citizens. 

"They  are  giving  their  all  to  this  country  because  they  appre¬ 
ciate  that  they  are  a  part  of  the  very  life  of  this  nation.’* 

Commander  Segre  termed  the  glory  of  the  discovery  of  America 
by  Columbus  and  the  discovery  of  Narragansett  Bay  by  Verrazzano 
a  "glory  entirely  Italian”  and  said  both  men  were  examples  of  the 
"spiritual  and  moral  aristocracy  of  our  race.”  He  also  outlined  the 
contributions  of  other  great  Italians  to  American  history. 

Cav.  Scala  said  in  his  presentation  speech,  "We  in  Rhode  Island 
cherish  Verrazzano’s  contribution  because  it  strengthens  our  ties 
of  gratitude  to  this  land  which  has  become  our  home  and  because 
it  brings  all  of  us  more  closely  to  the  traditions  and  history  of  this 
State,  whose  fortunes  we  share,  and  to  whose  upbuilding  one 
hundred  thousand  of  us  pledge  our  loyalty  and  devotion.” 

It  was  a  brilliant  setting  in  which  this  presentation  was  made. 
On  the  State  House  steps,  half  a  hundred  or  more  American  and 
Italian  flags  were  massed.  Directly  below  the  section  set  aside  by 
palms  as  the  speakers  platform,  four  Boy  Scouts  held  a  large  wreath 
encircling  a  big  picture  of  Columbus.  On  the  terraces  and  on  the 
lawn  in  front  of  the  steps  were  brilliantly  uniformed  bands, 
women’s  drill  teams  of  the  Order  Sons  of  Italy,  and  Italian  societies 
and  organizations  from  all  parts  of  the  State.  Loud  speakers  carried 
the  voices  to  all  parts  of  the  State  House  grounds. 
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In  accepting  the  tablet  on  behalf  of  the  State,  Gov.  Green  said: 

Mr.  Chairman,  Commander  Doctor  Segre, 

Distinguished  Guests  and  Fellow  Citizens: 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  on  behalf  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
to  accept  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  Order  Sons  of 
Italy  in  America,  the  bronze  tablet  commemorating  the  visit  to 
Narragansett  Bay  of  Giovanni  da  Verrazzano.  The  presentation 
makes  an  appropriate  part  of  our  Tercennial  Celebration,  and  in 
behalf  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  I  extend  its  heartfelt  thanks 
to  the  generous  donors. 

Today  we  honor  the  memory  of  two  Italian  mariners  of 
indominable  spirit  for  whom  the  terrors  of  the  little  known  and 
uncharted  Atlantic  were  never  an  insurmountable  barrier  to 
exploration.  They  are  Christopher  Columbus,  the  Genoese,  sailing 
in  1492  under  the  colors  of  King  Ferdinand  and  Queen  Isabella  of 
Spain,  and  Giovanni  da  Verrazzano,  the  Florentine,  commissioned 
in  1594  by  Francis  I  of  France. 

They  both  sought  to  discover  a  route  to  the  regions  of  Cathay. 
One  discovered  and  the  other  explored  the  continent  of  America. 
Each  in  his  own  fashion  matched  the  iron  of  his  will  and  his  skill 
in  navigation,  unassisted  by  such  delicate  and  powerful  modern 
instruments  as  we  have  today,  against  the  strength  of  the  ocean, 
that  same  tumultuous,  gigantic  contender  which  from  time  to  time 
and  as  late  as  last  September  lashed  our  rockbound  coast. 

Every  school  boy  and  girl  in  answer  to  the  question:  "By 
whom  was  American  discovered  ?”  will  say  "Christopher  Columbus, 
best  known  and  best  beloved.”  The  answer  of  course  ignores 
legendary  earlier  visits,  because  discovery  implies  taking  back  home 
the  record  and  the  proof  of  the  discovery.  There  were  doubtless 
others  who  reached  the  shores  of  America  earlier,  but  they  were 
not  the  carriers  of  European  civilization. 

The  discovery  of  America  was  not  entirely  due  to  man’s 
inquiring  spirit,  but  also  to  nature’s  wind.  From  latitude  30 
degrees  North  to  30  degrees  South  the  trade-winds  prevail.  As 
they  blow  from  the  east,  they  make  it  easy  for  boats  to  cross  the 
Atlantic  to  America.  By  far  the  most  important  result  was  the 
bringing  of  the  civilization  of  the  Mediterranean  to  the  New 
World.  The  discovery  of  America  by  Columbus  in  1492  is  sig- 
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nificant  because  his  discovery  and  that  date  mark  the  beginning  of 
that  migration  of  Europeans  westward  across  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
which  has  continued  for  more  than  four  centuries,  winning  two 
continents  for  civilization  and  transforming  human  society 
through  democracy,  first  in  America  and  later  in  Europe. 

Columbus  and  Verrazzano  were  both  venturesome  and  de¬ 
termined  commanders  and  both  Italians.  For  thousands  of  years 
the  people  around  the  Mediterranean  Sea  have  been  bold  sailors. 
Before  600  B.  C.,  Phoenician  ships  had  sailed  not  only  to  England, 
but  on  a  three-year  cruise  entirely  around  Africa.  At  some  time  or 
other,  long  before  the  Christian  era,  a  stray  ship  or  two  belonging 
to  one  of  the  peoples  of  the  western  Mediterranean  may  have  been 
blown  to  the  shores  of  America  by  the  steady  trade-winds.  These 
are  facts  hardly  to  be  explained  otherwise. 

For  the  promotion  of  Columbus’  plan  to  reach  Asia  by  sailing 
towards  the  setting  sun,  the  help  of  some  sovereign  was  necessary 
and  the  heart-rending  defeats  which  Columbus  endured  at  the 
courts  of  Portugal  and  Spain  before  the  final  acceptance  of  his 
program  are  as  familiar  to  us  as  the  romance  of  the  joy  the  first 
sight  of  this  continent  brought  to  him  and  his  sailors  with  their 
sea-weary  eyes. 

The  "Santa  Maria,”  the  "Pinta,”  and  the  "Nina,”— three 
small  vessels,  carrying  in  all  eighty-eight  souls — weighed  anchor 
on  Friday,  August  3,  1492,  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning  and 
started  on  their  great  adventure.  An  abstract  of  Admiral  Columbus’ 
diary,  made  by  Las  Casas,  is  still  extant,  and  tells  us  of -all  the  trials 
and  tribulations  of  that  voyage.  On  October  11th  the  "Nina” 
sighted  a  floating  branch  covered  with  berries.  It  was  like  the  olive 
branch  the  dove  brought  to  Noah.  At  ten  o’clock  on  that  night, 
Columbus  himself  saw  a  light  ahead. 

At  two  in  the  morning  on  Friday,  October  12,  1492,  just  444 
years  ago,  a  sailor  aboard  the  "Nina”  announced  the  appearance  of 
what  proved  to  be  the  island,  which  Columbus,  taking  solemn 
possession  for  their  majesties  at  Castile  and  Leon,  named  "San 
Salvador.” 

When  Columbus  returned  to  Barcelona,  he  entered  the  city 
in  a  sort  of  triumphal  procession,  was  received  by  their  majesties  in 
full  court  and  seated  in  their  presence,  related  the  story  of  his 
wanderings. 
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Today  we  recall  with  gratitude  another  Italian,  one  of  the 
first  Europeans  to  set  foot  upon  the  shores  of  what  is  now  Rhode 
Island.  It  is  Giovanni  da  Verrazzano,  who  had  the  help  of  another 
King,  Francis  I  of  France.  With  a  crew  of  fifty  seamen  on  board 
the  "Delfina,”  he  set  sail  from  Maderia,  January  17,  1524,  like 
Columbus  seeking  the  westward  passage  to  China  and  India. 

About  March  20,  he  landed,  probably  near  the  present  North 
Carolina  shore  and  explored  the  North  Atlantic  coast  northward 
and  eastward  as  far  as  Cape  Breton.  He  was  one  of  the  first  sixteenth 
century  navigators  to  sail  directly  west  instead  of  following  the 
southern  route  familiar  to  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguese.  On  the 
return  voyage  he  sailed  directly  east. 

From  the  letter  which  he  sent  King  Francis  on  July  8,  1524, 
shortly  after  his  return,  he  gave  evidence  that  he  was  thoroughly 
familiar  with  latitude  and  longitude  and  had  made  a  fairly  accurate 
calculation  of  the  probable  width  of  the  North  American  con¬ 
tinent  from  ocean  to  ocean,  based  upon  the  observation  of  the 
length  of  a  degree  of  longitude  at  certain  latitude  and  knew  the 
advantage  of  great  circle  sailing. 

The  original  letter  has  been  lost,  but  some  of  the  translations 
from  a  copy  of  it  relate  to  Rhode  Island.  Preceding  paragraphs  tell 
the  story  of  a  voyage  up  the  coast  to  the  mouth  of  a  river  identified 
as  the  Hudson.  Sailing  from  Sandy  Hook,  eastward,  always  in 
sight  of  shore,  Block  Island  was  discovered  and  named  Louisa  in 
honor  of  the  King’s  mother. 

Of  Rhode  Island,  412  years  ago,  Verrazzano  wrote  the  King 
a  detailed  and  vivid  description.  He  wrote  of  the  aborigines  (the 
Narragansetts) ,  their  habits,  customs,  their  kings,  their  treatment 
of  him,  the  inland  country,  the  fauna  and  flora  and  one  final  para¬ 
graph  about  Newport  harbour  as  follows: 

"Among  these  islands  any  fleet,  however  large,  might  ride 
safely,  without  fear  of  tempests  and  other  dangers.  Turning 
towards  the  south,  at  the  entrance  to  the  harbour,  on  both  sides, 
there  are  very  pleasant  hills,  and  many  streams  of  clear  water,  which 
flow  down  to  the  sea.  In  the  midst  of  the  entrance,  there  is  a  rock  of 
free-stone,  formed  by  nature,  and  suitable  for  the  construction  of 
any  kind  of  machine  or  bulwark  for  the  defense  of  the  harbor. 
Having  supplied  ourselves  with  everything  necessary,  on  the  fifth 
of  May  we  departed  from  the  port.” 
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This  expedition  called  for  qualities  of  extraordinary  daring  and 
Verrazzano  won  the  glory  of  detailed  discovery  for  the  crown  of 
France,  and  the  honor  for  his  Italian  birthright. 

In  this,  our  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  Year,  when  all  great 
deeds  should  be  called  to  mind,  we  are  glad  to  be  reminded  of  those 
two  intrepid  navigators,  the  one,  Christopher  Columbus,  the  other, 
Giovanni  da  Verrazzano,  both  Italians,  whose  discoveries  opened 
the  way  for  colonization  of  the  New  World  and  Rhode  Island. 
We  salute  them  upon  this  Italian  Day,  which  I  have  by  my  official 
proclamation  set  apart  in  memory  of  their  deeds  and  valor. 

Since  those  early  days,  many  Italians  have  come  to  Rhode 
Island,  first  by  the  hundreds,  then  by  the  thousands,  until  now  with 
their  descendants  they  constitute  a  large  part  of  the  citizenry  of  the 
State.  As  the  years  go  by,  they  are  making  a  greater  and  greater 
contribution  to  the  State’s  commercial  and  cultural  development. 
To  my  mind,  the  dedication  of  this  tablet  to  Verrazzano  means 
much  more  than  the  calling  to  mind  the  deeds  of  one  great  Italian, 
and  the  procession  we  are  about  to  form  in  honor  of  Christopher 
Columbus  means  much  more  than  honor  paid  to  another  great 
Italian.  They  form  parts  of  what  I  have  designated  ‘‘Italian  Day,” 
commemorating  this  year  the  great  contributions  which  many 
thousands  of  Italian  birth  and  descent  have  made,  are  making  and 
I  trust  will  continue  to  make  to  the  development  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island. 

Following  the  exercises  at  the  State  House,  more  than  200 
lodges  of  the  Sons  of  Italy  and  independent  Italian  societies  and 
clubs,  with  Gov.  Green  in  the  vanguard,  marched  to  Dexter  Train¬ 
ing  Ground  in  one  of  the  largest  local  parades  of  recent  years.  More 
than  1 5  bands  were  in  the  parade,  as  well  as  a  number  of  floats,  most 
of  them  depicting  scenes  from  the  discovery  of  America.  At  Dexter 
Training  Ground  another  speaking  program  was  held  after  arrival 
of  the  parade,  which  took  three-quarters  of  an  hour  to  pass  City 
Hall,  where  it  was  reviewed  by  Mayor  Dunne  and  members  of  the 
city  government. 
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MINIATURE  MODELS  OF  EARLY 
ARCHITECTURE 


NE  of  the  most  unique  and  interesting  of  the  Tercenten¬ 
ary  projects  and  one  whose  value,  already  great  in 
illustrating  Colonial  architecture  will  grow  with  the 
passing  years,  was  the  series  of  models  of  early  New 
England  and  Southern  buildings,  made  by  students  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Art  at  Brown  University.  They  were  shown  throughout 
the  State  during  the  summer  under  auspices  of  the  Community 
Art  Project,  in  co-operation  with  the  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary 
Commission,  whose  grant  from  its  appropriation  made  completion 
of  the  work  possible. 

These  models,  made  under  direction  of  Prof.  Will  S.  Taylor, 
chairman  of  the  Department  of  Art  at  Brown  University,  were 
fashioned  in  miniature  to  exact  scale  of  the  original,  by  William  H. 
Kahler,  ’36,  of  Meadville,  Pa.  and  George  E.  Manley,  *3  6,  of 
Ansonia,  Conn.  Built  on  a  scale  of  one-sixteenth  of  an  inch  to  the 
foot,  each  model  is  an  authentic  copy  of  the  original  structure  even 
to  the  wooden  pegs  which  the  early  builders  used  in  place  of  spikes 
to  fasten  joists  and  beams.  Portions  of  the  exteriors  of  models  have 
been  left  incomplete,  to  show  the  details  of  construction. 

Three  of  the  models  are  of  Rhode  Island  structures.  Another, 
selected  as  the  best  illustration  of  another  trend  in  architecture, 
is  of  a  well  known  Massachusetts  structure.  The  fifth  is  an  out¬ 
standing  example  of  Southern  architecture. 

Each  was  built  from  an  examination  of  the  original  structure 
after  study  of  the  early  records  and  by  following  the  original  plans 
as  closely  as  possible.  In  building  each  model,  particular  attention 
was  given  to  structural  details.  The  labor  was  long  and  painstaking, 
for  shingles,  bricks  and  all  parts  used  were  hand  made  to  exact  scale 
in  miniature. 

Following  the  Tercentenary,  the  models  will  be  used  for 
demonstration  purposes  during  lectures  in  the  Brown  University 
course  on  "The  Evolution  of  American  Architecture.” 
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The  first  model  finished  was  of  the  Eleazar  Arnold  house  in 
Lincoln  Woods,  built  in  1687  and  now  owned  by  the  Society  for 
the  Preservation  of  American  Antiquities.  During  its  250  years 
of  existence  this  house,  long  used  as  a  tavern,  has  been  altered  and 
enlarged  to  meet  the  needs  of  successive  owners  and  does  not  look 
today  as  it  did  when  first  built.  In  constructing  the  model  the 
original  gable  roof  has  been  restored  and  the  addition  on  the  rear 
has  been  eliminated.  The  stairway  has  been  placed  in  its  original 
position  and  leaded  glass  windows  with  diamond  panes  installed  on 
a  miniature  scale. 

The  large  chimney  filling  one  side  of  the  house  completely, 
was  a  distinctive  characteristic  of  many  early  Rhode  Island  dwell¬ 
ings.  Each  of  the  three  fireplaces  has  been  reproduced  in  the  model. 
The  style  of  the  house  was  scrupulously  followed  even  in  such 
details  as  timber  structure  and  the  vertical  sheathing  under  the 
clapboards  of  the  exterior. 

The  second  model  is  of  the  Elder  Ballou  Meeting  House  in 
Cumberland,  which  is  believed  to  date  back  to  1740.  This  is  one  of 
the  oldest  houses  of  worship  in  Rhode  Island  and  the  one  most 
nearly  in  its  original  condition.  Its  three  galleries,  including  the 
slaves  gallery,  the  pulpit  with  deacon’s  seats  and  the  rows  of 
straight-backed  pews  were  built  with  painstaking  regard  for  details, 
in  the  model. 

Unlike  most  of  the  other  early  New  England  churches,  the 
Elder  Ballou  Meeting  House  has  no  steeple.  From  an  architectural 
standpoint  it  is  especially  interesting  because  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  joists  and  beams  are  fastened  together  with  wooden  pins 
and  so  arranged  as  to  carry  weight  and  stress  in  accordance  with 
the  best  engineering  principles.  All  of  these  features  were  repro¬ 
duced  in  the  model. 

The  third  model  is  of  the  Wanton-Hazard  house  in  Newport, 
erected  about  1680.  This  house,  sometimes  known  as  the  Wanton- 
Lyman-Hazard  house,  is  probably  the  oldest  house  now  standing  in 
the  former  capital.  Its  date  of  erection  is  given  in  "Historic  New¬ 
port”  as  1675.  It  has  a  huge  pilastered  chimney,  curious  twisting 
stairways,  paneling  of  the  best  period,  old  blue  tiles  and  the  fire- 
back  and  crane  still  in  position  in  the  ancient  kitchen  fireplace.  The 
original  structure  has  recently  been  restored  and  now  is  a  summer 
show  place,  with  its  oddly  broken  roof  line. 
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Martin  Howard,  Stamp  Master,  here  found  his  position  cost 
him  dearly  when  the  Newport  mob,  indignant  at  the  stamp  tax, 
looted  his  house  and  tore  doors  and  window  frames  out  in  the 
troubled  times  preceding  the  Revolution.  During  the  French 
occupation  of  Newport  in  the  War  for  Independence,  John 
Wanton,  the  Governor’s  son  lived  here  and  on  one  window  pane  a 
young  French  officer  quartered  in  the  house  scrawled  with  his 
diamond,  "Charming  Polly  Wanton.” 

The  fourth  model  is  of  the  Parson  Capen  house  in  Topsfield, 
Mass.  Built  in  1721,  this  is  an  exceptional  example  of  the  early 
New  England  dwelling  with  a  projecting  second  story,  pendants  at 
each  corner  and  a  large  central  chimney.  The  central  chimney  type 
of  architecture  was  common  to  many  of  the  early  Rhode  Island 
homes. 

The  models  of  the  Wanton-Hazard  house  in  Newport  and  of 
the  Parson  Capen  house  at  Topsfield,  Mass.,  illustrate  by  comparison 
some  of  the  similarities  and  differences  between  the  early  homes  of 
Rhode  Island  and  those  of  the  Bay  Colony. 

Both  dwellings  have  large  central  chimneys,  with  fireplaces  on 
both  floors,  but  the  Rhode  Island  model  has  vertical  sheathing  on 
the  exterior,  as  compared  with  horizontal  sheathing  on  the  model 
of  the  Massachusetts  landmark.  The  Hazard  house  has  no  extra 
second-story  overhang  and  most  of  its  roof  beams  extend  from  the 
ridge  pole  to  the  eaves,  reversing  the  arrangement  favored  by  the 
early  Massachusetts  builders. 

The  fifth  house  was  shown  in  an  unfinished  state  but  has  since 
been  completed.  This  was  the  Wishart  house  in  the  Norfolk  section 
of  Virginia,  outside  of  Jamestown,  one  of  the  first  in  America  and 
the  oldest  house  in  that  section.  The  Wishart  house  is  a  brick 
structure,  a  story  and  a  half,  with  exterior  chimney.  It  was  included 
in  the  group  as  the  best  remaining  representative  of  its  era  in 
Southern  architecture  as  distinguished  from  that  in  the  North, 
where  climatic  conditions  called  for  a  different  disposition  of  the 
chimney  as  houses  grew  in  size. 

These  models  are  still  in  such  general  demand  for  exhibition 
that  their  usefulness  for  demonstration  at  Brown  University  is 
temporarily  checked. 
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SHOWINGS  OF  MODEL  HOUSES 

Travelling  Art  Caravan  of  Brown  University 

Arcade,  Providence  . June  29  to  July  S 

Deborah  Cook  Sayles  Library,  Pawtucket  . July  7  to  1 1 

Curson  Block,  West  Warwick  . July  13  to  16 

Glocester — Chepachet  Public  Library  . July  18-20 

Greene  Public  Library  . July  22-24 

Woonsocket — City  Hall  Building . July  27-29 

Hope  Valley — Lang  worthy  Public  Library  . July  3 1 -August  2 

Westerly — Senior  High  School  . August  4-6 

Barrington  Town  Hall  . August  8-11 

Wickford  Guild  Hall  . August  13-16 

East  Greenwich  M.  E.  Church  . August  18-21 

Cranston — Junior  High  School . August  23-26 

Bristol — John  Post  Reynolds  School  . August  28-30 

Kingston  State  Fair  . September  2-5 

Newport — Art  Association  and  Old  State  House  . September  7-30 
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COMMEMORATIVE  HALF-DOLLAR 

HODE  ISLAND’S  commemorative  half-dollar  set  a  new 
standard  in  special  coin  issues,  not  only  in  its  beauty  but 
also  in  its  sales.  For  while  similar  issues  in  other  States 
had  lasted  for  months  and  in  some  cases  failed  to  sell 
their  entire  number,  the  50,000  coins  issued  for  this  Tercentenary 
were  nearly  all  sold  on  the  first  day  they  were  offered  to  the  public. 
In  fact  orders  were  received  in  advance  for  the  entire  issue.  A 
reasonable  number  were  held  out  for  calls  from  out  of  State 
collectors. 

Although  the  coin  was  held  by  dealers  at  a  premium  more  than 
twice  its  original  price  within  a  few  days  from  the  opening  sale, 
it  was  sold  at  the  first  announced  price — $1  for  local  sales,  $1.15 
by  mail — so  long  as  the  supply  lasted,  by  the  Jubilee  Committee, 
which  handled  it  by  agreement  with  the  Tercentenary  Commission. 

The  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  half-dollar  was  designed  by 
John  Howard  Benson  and  Arthur  Graham  Carey  of  Newport. 
Both  are  graduates  of  the  Rhode  Island  School  of  Design,  where 
Benson  is  an  instructor  in  lettering,  while  Carey  is  a  designer  and 
silversmith.  Together  they  did  much  research  and  made  many 
models  before  developing  the  coin  by  a  method  considered  rev¬ 
olutionary  for  modern  coinage — for  the  design  was  carved  in  re¬ 
verse  and  in  the  same  manner  as  a  small  steel  die  is  cut. 

This  was  the  method  used  by  all  the  early  Greek  makers  whose 
coins  are  today  considered  the  most  beautiful  ever  produced,  and 
by  the  medieval  coin  makers. 

The  Tercentenary  coin  is  thus  described  by  one  of  its  designers: 

"On  the  obverse  side  or  face  of  the  coin  the  outstanding  figure 
is  Roger  Williams  arriving  in  his  canoe  at  Slate  Rock  which  is 
symbolic  of  his  first  landing  and  meeting  with  the  Indians  in  Provi¬ 
dence.  We  selected  this  subject  as  an  excellent  symbol  of  Liberty, 
also  because  it  is  used  as  the  modern  seal  and  arms  of  the  City  of 
Providence. 
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"In  his  left  hand  he  carries  the  Bible,  symbolic  of  Europe’s 
contribution  to  America,  while  his  right  hand  is  raised  in  the  white 
man’s  customary  salutation  of  friendship. 

"Standing  on  the  rock  is  an  Indian  welcoming  Roger  Williams, 
his  hand  extended  palm  down,  which  in  the  Indian  sign  language 
means  'Good.’  Behind  him  is  a  plant  of  Indian  corn,  symbolic  of  the 
native  contribution  to  the  new  American  civilization  and  partic¬ 
ularly  characteristic  of  Rhode  Island.  Behind  both  figures  is  the 
rising  sun  and  the  word  'Liberty’  to  represent  the  beginning  of 
religious  liberty  in  this  country.  There  is  also  the  mint  required 
motto  'In  God  We  Trust’  and  the  dates,  '1636  Rhode  Island  1936’ 
in  lettering  around  the  rim. 

"On  the  reverse  side  or  'tails’  of  the  coin  is  the  State  shield 
bearing  the  Anchor  and  the  scroll  bearing  the  motto  'Hope’  to 
represent  the  authority  of  the  State,  while  behind  these  is  a  mantling 
carrying  the  motto  'E  Pluribus  Unum,’  which  is  insisted  upon  by 
mint  regulations  for  all  United  States  coins  and  which  stands  for 
the  authority  of  the  nation. 

"The  symbolism  we  have  sought  for  in  this  design  is  the  rela¬ 
tion  of  the  Federal  and  State  governments  to  each  other  with  the 
Federal  standing  back  of  the  State  as  shown  by  the  mantling  behind 
the  shield.  The  wording  around  the  rim — 'United  States  of 
America — Half-Dollar’  is  required  by  mint  regulations,  but  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  the  treatment  differs  in  many  ways  from 
that  on  the  usual  commemorative  coin. 

"On  most  such  coins”  said  Mr.  Benson,  "the  words  required 
by  mint  regulations  are  often  put  on  as  small  as  possible.  Here  we 
have  made  them  a  definite  part  of  the  whole  pattern  so  that  orna¬ 
mentation  and  lettering  fit  together  in  an  integral  design.” 

All  silver  coins  turn  black  eventually  and  the  best  ones  give  a 
beautiful  black  and  white  pattern,  the  background  remaining  black 
and  the  raised  portions  white.  When  this  happens  to  the  Rhode 
Island  coin,  it  will  have  an  unusual  effect. 

The  designers  were  awarded  a  prize  of  $100  offered  by  the 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  Tercentenary  Committee, 
Inc.,  the  judging  being  by  a  committee  headed  by  Royal  B.  Farnum, 
Director  of  the  Rhode  Island  School  of  Design.  His  associates  were 
Mrs.  Murray  S.  Danforth,  President  of  the  School  of  Design;  Prof. 
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Will  S.  Taylor,  of  the  Department  of  Art,  Brown  University; 
William  D.  Miller,  President  of  the  Providence  Public  Library; 
Howard  M.  Chapin,  Librarian  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical 
Society;  Henry  D.  Sharpe  of  Providence  and  Durr  Freedly,  an 
artist  of  Newport. 

Fifty  thousand  coins  were  minted — 20,000  at  Philadelphia, 
15,000  each  at  Denver  and  San  Francisco.  The  coins  were  dis¬ 
tributed  by  the  R.  I.  Hospital  National  Bank  to  30  Rhode  Island 
banks  and  placed  on  sale  March  5.  The  limit,  first  set  at  10  to  a 
person,  was  quickly  reduced  to  three  to  a  person  as  the  demand 
reached  unprecedented  heights  due  to  novelty  of  the  design  and  to 
a  Presidential  statement  that  future  production  of  such  commem¬ 
orative  pieces  should  be  limited  and  replaced  by  medals. 

The  first  coin  was  bought  by  Ethelbert  A.  Rusden,  522  Angell 
Street,  Providence.  In  the  first  day  of  six  banking  hours  nearly  the 
entire  issue  was  sold.  Mail  orders  had  been  received  from  every 
State  but  none  was  filled  until  the  Rhode  Island  demand  had  been 
taken  care  of.  Many  collectors  bought  sets  of  three — one  coin  from 
each  mint.  By  the  end  of  the  year  such  sets  were  quoted  by  local 
dealers  at  $7.50,  the  Philadelphia  or  "P”  minting  being  held  at 
$2.50,  the  others  somewhat  higher. 
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THE  TERCENTENARY  POSTAGE  STAMP 

HERE  was  general  satisfaction  with  the  design  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  commemorative  postage 
stamp,  not  only  among  Rhode  Islanders  but  also  among 
the  great  and  growing  army  of  philatelists,  to  whom  this 
was  but  another  in  a  long  series  of  commemorative  special  issues. 
It  was  hailed  as  one  of  the  handsomest  postage  stamps  issued  by  the 
United  States  in  recent  years  and  one  of  the  most  distinctive.  Where 
other  commemoratives  of  more  than  usual  size  were  horizontal,  the 
Rhode  Island  stamp  was  a  vertical  one — the  first  vertical  stamp  to 
bear  a  figure  of  an  individual,  in  the  issues  of  the  preceding  decade. 

Carrying  the  figure  of  Roger  Williams,  it  spread  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  the  message  of  the  tercentenary 
of  the  State  he  founded — the  first  government  in  the  history  of  the 
world,  to  be  established  with  separation  of  church  and  state.  Its 
design  was  at  once  simple  and  symbolic,  attention  attracting  and 
artistic.  Its  meaning  was  clear  and  easily  understood.  It  was  a 
popular  stamp  not  only  in  Rhode  Island,  but  elsewhere. 

The  stamp  was  designed  by  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and 
Printing,  after  suggestions  by  the  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  Com¬ 
mission,  which  furnished  photographs  of  the  statues  of  Roger 
Williams  at  Geneva  and  at  Roger  Williams  Park,  as  well  as  the  bust 
in  the  Hall  of  Fame  at  New  York  and  asked  the  use  of  the  park 
statue,  with  the  seal  of  Rhode  Island  at  one  lower  corner  and  the 
denomination  of  the  stamp  at  the  other  lower  corner.  These  sug¬ 
gestions  were  adopted  and  formed  the  basic  idea  of  the  stamp, 
which  was  described  by  the  Post  Office  Department  as: 

"The  stamp  is  the  same  size  as  the  special-delivery  stamp, 
84/100  by  1  44/100  inches  in  dimensions,  arranged  vertically.  It  is 
enclosed  in  a  double-line  border  and  will  be  printed  in  purple”  (the 
usual  color  for  a  three-cent  stamp,  under  international  agreement) . 
"The  stamp  will  be  in  the  3 -cent  denomination.  The  words  'U.  S. 
Postage’  appear  in  dark  gothic  lettering  in  a  horizontal  line  at  the 
top  of  the  stamp,  underneath  which  are  the  dates  T  63  6*  at  the  left 
and  T936’  at  the  right  in  dark  gothic,  between  ornamental  lines. 

"The  central  design  is  a  likeness  of  Roger  Williams  modelled 
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from  a  photograph  of  the  statue  in  Roger  Williams  Park  at  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I.  The  title  'Roger  Williams’  appears  on  the  base  of  the 
statue  in  dark  gothic.  Between  the  base  of  the  statue  and  the  right 
side  of  the  stamp  is  a  circular  panel  with  white  ground  enclosing  the 
denomination  designation  '3  in  dark  lettering.  In  a  corresponding 
position  at  the  left  is  a  reproduction  of  the  central  design  of  the 
State  seal  of  Rhode  Island. 

"In  a  horizontal  panel  with  white  edges  and  dark  ground  at 
the  base  of  the  stamp,  arranged  in  two  lines,  are  the  words  'Rhode 
Island’  above  and  'tercentenary’  below  in  white  roman  lettering. 
The  stamp  is  being  printed  by  the  rotary  process  without  straight 
edges  and  will  be  issued  in  sheets  containing  5  0  stamps.” 

The  first  stamps  were  printed  April  24  in  the  presence  of 
U.  S.  Senator  Peter  Goelet  Gerry,  Representative  John  M. 
O’Connell  of  the  Second  Congressional  District,  Postmaster  General 
James  A.  Farley  and  Alvin  W.  Hall,  Director  of  the  Bureau  of 
Engraving  and  Printing.  An  edition  of  75,000,000  was  ordered 
printed — the  same  number  ordered  for  Connecticut  in  1935.  The 
Rhode  Island  stamps  were  printed  by  the  rotary  plate  process  and 
plate  numbers  21559,21560, 21561  and  21562  were  used. 

At  the  request  of  C.  B.  Eilenberger,  Third  Assistant  Postmaster 
General,  the  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  Commission  designated 
Providence,  scene  of  the  original  settlement  by  Roger  Williams,  for 
the  first  day  sales,  a  distinction  shared  only  by  the  U.  S.  Philatelic 
Agency  at  Washington.  Postmaster  Edward  F.  Carroll  of  Provi¬ 
dence  ordered  first  800,000,  following  this  May  2  with  a  wire  to 
Washington  for  a  supplementary  order  for  1,000,000  additional. 

By  April  25,  Dr.  Carroll  had  received  from  philatelists  more 
than  100,000  first  day  covers  to  be  stamped  and  mailed  May  4. 
When  the  stamp  windows  at  the  Providence  Post  Office  were  opened 
for  general  sales  at  7 : 3  0  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  Monday,  May  4, 
the  number  of  first  day  covers  already  stamped,  cancelled  and  in 
the  mail,  had  reached  212,000.  For  a  week  in  advance  of  this  date, 
3  5  men  had  been  working  on  this  in  a  special  section  set  aside  for  this 
work  of  placing  the  stamp  carefully  and  evenly  on  the  envelopes. 

These  advance  covers  were  all  hand  stamped  with  special  carp 
and  the  result  was  unusually  valuable  philatelic  souvenirs  whose 
special  handling  brought  much  praise  to  the  local  post  office. 
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On  April  30,  Charles  F.  Anderson  of  Washington  arrived  here 
to  take  charge  of  first  day  sales  as  he  has  done  since  1929,  when  the 
commemorative  stamp  for  the  Edison  electric  light  was  issued  at 
Menlo  Park.  Mr.  Anderson  is  best  known  for  having  been  sent  by 
the  Post  Office  Department  to  act  as  Postmaster  at  Little  America 
near  the  South  Pole,  during  the  last  expedition  by  Admiral  Richard 
E.  Byrd  to  Antarcita.  At  that  time  he  carried  a  letter  from  Post¬ 
master  General  Farley  to  Admiral  Byrd,  a  letter  whose  travel  for 
delivery  was  1 6,000  miles — a  record. 

The  Post  Office  Department  also  sent  to  assist  in  first  day  sales 
handling,  Roscoe  E.  Fellers,  superintendent  of  the  Division  of 
Stamps  and  Roy  M.  North,  Deputy  Third  Assistant  Postmaster 
General.  They  found  that  even  with  a  maximum  limit  of  1 0  first 
day  covers  on  an  individual  order,  these  covers  were  being  received 
at  Providence  at  the  rate  of  8,000  a  day. 

First  day  sales  of  the  stamp  at  Providence  were  560,000,  with 
a  cash  value  of  $16,800.  The  number  of  first  day  covers  stamped 
and  cancelled  was  245,400.  This  was  far  in  excess  of  the  figures  for 
Maryland,  148,78  5  and  Wisconsin,  130,000,  in  1934  and  for  Con¬ 
necticut,  which  in  193  5  handled  217,800  while  the  Michigan 
centennial  figures  in  that  year  were  176,962. 

The  first  sheet  of  stamps  was  sold  to  Gov.  Theodore  Francis 
Green,  and  was  autographed  by  Messrs.  North,  Fellers  and  by 
Dr.  Carroll,  Postmaster.  The  second  sheet  was  bought  by  Dr.  Carroll 
for  Mayor  James  E.  Dunne,  who  was  unable  to  be  present.  The  first 
sheet  sold  through  the  stamp  windows  went  to  Ralph  D.  Stuntzner, 
a  Providence  dealer,  who  had  waited  in  line  for  two  hours  from  5:30 
o’clock.  A  local  department  store  bought  30,000  stamps  on  the 
first  day,  an  insurance  company  20,000  largely  for  use  on  special 
cachets  to  customers. 

Many  cover  oddities  with  various  cachets,  labels,  autographs 
and  other  features,  were  first  day  mailings.  Some  collectors  had  1 6 
or  20  stamps  on  covers,  while  others  got  first  day  cancellations  from 
each  of  the  109  Post  Offices  in  Rhode  Island.  To  accomplish  this, 
airplanes  were  used  to  carry  letters  to  Homestead  Post  Office  on 
Prudence  Island,  Jamestown  on  Conanicut  Island,  and  Block  Island, 
where  the  letters  were  mailed  for  cancellation  and  return  through 
regular  mail  channels. 
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A  request  from  the  Tercentenary  Commission  for  a  special 
cancellation  for  Rhode  Island  Post  Offices  during  the  Tercentenary 
period  was  forwarded  to  Washington  and  brought  the  response 
through  Dr.  Carroll,  the  Providence  Postmaster, 

"On  account  of  the  numerous  applications  for  this  privilege, 
the  Department  has  found  it  necessary  to  discontinue  the  practice 
of  operating  special  cancellation  machine  dies  in  cases  of  this  kind. 
The  only  special  dies  permitted  under  the  policy  which  now  pre¬ 
vails  are  those  advertising  the  Department’s  own  services,  those 
covering  matters  of  national  interest  for  which  Congress  has  made 
an  appropriation,  and  the  annual  Red  Cross  Roll  Call.” 

The  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  postage  stamp  was  placed  on 
sale  at  the  Philatelic  Agency  maintained  at  Washington  by  the 
Post  Office  Department  and  at  other  post  offices  throughout  the 
country,  on  May  5.  By  the  usual  practice  it  would  remain  on  sale  for 
about  a  year  in  post  offices  and  for  a  somewhat  longer  period  at  the 
Philatelic  Agency  conducted  for  the  benefit  of  stamp  collectors 
but  it  was  withdrawn  in  the  latter  part  of  March,  1937,  the  entire 
edition  exhausted  unexpectedly  early  by  its  unsusual  popularity. 

The  general  interest  in  the  Tercentenary  stamp  was  well 
attested  by  the  number  of  requests  received  by  the  Tercentenary 
Commission  for  photographs  of  the  statue  used,  as  the  central 
design  for  the  stamp.  This  statue  was  executed  by  Franklin  Sim¬ 
mons  of  Maine  at  his  studio  in  Rome,  was  cast  in  bronze  at  Munich 
and  was  erected  on  a  pedestal  of  native  granite  cut  at  Westerly.  It 
was  unveiled  October  1 6, 1 877,  at  a  location  near  the  old  farmhouse 
long  occupied  by  Betsy  Williams,  on  land  which  remained  in 
possession  of  the  Williams  family  from  the  time  when  it  was  the 
farm  of  Joseph,  youngest  son  of  Roger  Williams,  until  it  was  given 
to  the  city  for  park  purposes  by  Betsy  Williams,  a  descendant  of 
the  founder  of  these  plantations. 

Franklin  Simmons  also  executed  the  statue  of  Roger  Williams 
in  marble,  placed  by  Rhode  Island  in  Statuary  Hall  in  the  Capitol 
at  Washington.  The  statue  at  Roger  Williams  Park  is  said  to  have 
been  based  as  to  likeness,  on  the  then  oldest  male  descendant  of  the 
founder.  No  known  likeness  of  Roger  Williams  has  ever  been 
found.  The  Roger  Williams  Park  statue  shows  a  figure  in  Puritan 
garb  with  right  hand  extended  while  the  left  holds  in  the  crook  of 
his  elbow,  a  large  book  bearing  on  its  cover  "Soul  Liberty  1636.” 
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THE  MARKING  OF  HISTORIC  SITES 

NE  of  the  lasting  results  of  the  Tercentenary  was  the 
marking  in  many  localities,  of  old  houses  with  the  names 
of  their  builders  and  the  dates  of  their  building;  of 
historic  sites  once  occupied  by  the  homes  of  early  settlers; 
and  of  localities  where  memorable  events  in  the  history  of  the  towns 
and  of  the  State  took  place.  In  some  cases  these  markers  are  of 
imperishable  metal,  in  others  and  for  the  most  part,  of  wood,  which 
must  be  renewed  from  time  to  time. 

Where  this  was  done  after  careful  research  and  with  due  care 
to  check  the  reliability  of  the  dates  and  statements  advanced  as 
history,  it  will  be  a  memorable  addition  to  the  benefits  from  the 
celebration  of  the  three  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  State. 

Many  of  the  more  prominent  historic  sites  in  the  State  have 
been  marked  through  the  years  by  metal  markers  placed  by  a 
committee  on  historic  sites,  acting  under  State  authority  and  with 
an  appropriation  from  the  General  Assembly.  In  recent  years  this 
committee  has  been  inactive  due  to  lack  of  funds  and  so  the  Ter¬ 
centenary  markings  are  the  more  valuable. 

The  greater  number  of  these  markers  were  placed  by  town 
committees  of  the  Tercentenary  Jubilee  Committee,  so-called — the 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  Tercentenary  Committee, 
Inc.  Others  were  the  result  of  research  and  action  by  Chapters  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Society,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 
The  work  is  far  from  being  completed  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  may 
be  continued  and  extended  through  future  years. 

At  Bristol  40  buildings  and  sites  were  thus  marked  for  the 
Tercentenary;  at  East  Greenwich,  45.  The  Newport  committee 
marked  48  sites  in  Newport  and  five  in  Middletown.  Tiverton 
marked  21  historical  sites.  Westerly,  with  a  most  extensive  program 
of  markers  carrying  a  brief  history  of  each  site,  used  its  own 
imperishable  Westerly  granite.  The  Kent  County  committee, 
including  Warwick,  used  wood,  painted  white  and  with  black 
lettering  and  figures. 

The  larger  markers,  at  Pawtucket,  in  the  Pawtuxet  Valley  and 
elsewhere  are  for  the  most  part  of  bronze  with  raised  lettering. 
The  State  Tercentenary  road  markers,  erected  by  the  State  Ter¬ 
centenary  Commission,  have  plates  of  cast  aluminum  with  cut-in 
and  black  lacquered  letters,  very  easy  to  read. 
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BRISTOL  MARKERS 

(Wooden) 


Summer  house  of  General  Burnside. 

President  U.  S.  Grant  entertained  here  1875. 
Built  1867. 

Built  by  Zebedee  Paul  about  1794. 


The  Governor  Bradford  House. 

Nathaniel  Byfield  to  Henry  Macintosh 
(1702) 

Henry  Macintosh  to  Isaac  Royal  (1744) 
Isaac  Royal  to  State  of  Rhode  Island  (1783) 
State  of  R.  I.  to  Nathan  Miller  (1784) 
Nathan  Miller  to  Gov.  William  Bradford 
(1784) 


Built  by  James  F.  DeWolf  1793 
Moved  to  this  site  1883 


Built  by  Josephus  Gooding  and  a  Mr.  Perry 
(1783) 


Built  by  Allen  Wardwell  about  178  5 


Built  by  William  Bradford  about  1775 


Built  by  Isaac  Borden  1811 


Built  by  Col.  Rogers  about  1779 


Built  by  Capt.  John  DeWolf  1787 


Built  1759 — Built  by  Manchester  Family — 
British  bullets  in  walls 


Built  by  James  LeBaron  1811 


Built  by  Levi  DeWolf  1793 


Built  by  Joseph  Reynolds  1698.  Stage  Coach 
Inn.  Lafayette  Headquarters  1788 


First  Congregational  Church.  Organized  1667. 
This  building  built  in  1855. 

Built  by  Gov.  William  Bradford  1792 

Built  by  John  Howe  1809.  House  of  Capt. 
Benjamin  Churchill  of  the  Privateer  Yan¬ 
kee. 

Built  on  Vassal  farm  on  Poppasquash  Point. 
Used  as  a  barracks  for  French  soldiers  in 
the  Revolutionary  War.  Moved  to  this  site 
over  the  frozen  harbor  in  the  winter  of 
1779-80 


First  Parsonage  of  the  State  Street  M.  E. 
Church.  Built  in  1811 


Built  by  Leonard  Bradford.  Built  before  1790 


Built  by  Dr.  Foster  1780 


Built  by  Dr.  Thomas  Nelson  1780 


First  Baptist  Church,  Built  in  1814 
Timothy  French.  This  house  built  in  1798 


Built  by  Russell  Warren  1800 
Built  by  Capt.  Parker  Borden  1799 


St.  Michael’s  Episcopal  Church  Parish,  found¬ 
ed  1721.  First  church  burned  by  British 
1778.  This  building  built  in  1860. 


Built  by  John  W.  Russell  1810 

Built  by  Deacon  Nathaniel  Bosworth  1680. 
Hit  by  British  cannon  balls  1775. 

Bristol  County  Court  House.  Built  1817. 
Here  the  State  Assembly  held  occasional 
sessions  until  1844. 


Built  by  Gen.  George  DeWolf  1797.  To  be 
used  as  a  bank. 

Built  by  James  and  William  DeWolf  1797. 
To  be  used  as  a  bank. 

Built  by  Capt.  Josiah  R.  Talbot  1838 


Built  by  Samuel  Smith  1710 

Built  by  Jacob  Babbitt  about  1800 

Built  by  Governor  Collins  about  178  5.  Gen¬ 
eral  Burnside  once  lived  here 


Built  1808  by  Peter  Gladding 

Built  by  Henry  Peck  1784 

(On  Colt  Coach)  Built  in  France.  Purchased 
by  James  DeWolf.  Elected  U.  S.  Senator  in 
1821.  Used  by  him  in  going  to  and  from 
Bristol  and  Washington,  D.  C. 

This  house  built  in  1804  (?) 


133 


<tA  Report  of  the  Tercentenary  Commission 


EASTERN  WASHINGTON  COUNTY  MARKERS 


NORTH  KINGSTOWN 

Bronze  Tablet  on  Boulder  near 

Cocumcussock,  on  Tost  Road 
In  1637 
Near  this  spot, 

ROGER  WILLIAMS 
Set  Up  a  Trading  Post 
Where  He  Dwelt  For  Several  Years, 
Trading  and  Treating  With 
The  Narragansett  Indians 
His  Dealings 

So  Completely  Won  and  Held 
The  Friedliness  of 
The  Powerful 
Narragansett  Sachems 
That  For  More  Than  a  Generation 
The  White  Settlements 
Of  Rhode  Island 
Were  Spared  To  Become 
A  Flourishing  State 
*  *  *  *  * 

Erected  By 

The  North  Kingstown  Committee 
Of  The  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations 
Tercentenary  Committee,  Incorporated. 
August  29,  1936 

Marker  at  Lighthouse  Point,  Wickford. 

On  This  Point 
During  the  Revolution 
Stood  a  Cannon 
Protecting  Updike’s  Newtown, 

Now  Wickford  against 
“Enemys  Excursions  On  the  Main”. 

It  Was  Manned  by  the  Newtown  Rangers 
Which  Were  Chartered 
April  17,  1775. 

Erected  by  Pettaquamscutt  Chapter,  D.  A.  R. 
September  22,  1936 


SOUTH  KINGSTOWN 

At  Site  of  the  now  vanished  village  of  Tower 
Hill,  where  Middle  Bridge  Road  now  crosses 
Tower  Hill  Road,  Route  IB 

THIS  ACRE  OF  LAND 
Was  Given  By 

Samuel  Sewall  and  Hannah  his  Wife 
September  23,  1707 
To  Build  a  Public  Meeting  House 
For  the  Solemn  Worship  of  God 


Doctor  Joseph  Torrey 
Minister  of  this  Church 
1732  to  1791 
Lies  Buried  Here. 


Placed  By 

Narragansett  Chapter 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution 


EXETER 

Exeter  plans  to  place  a  Marker  on  the  lawn 
in  front  of  the  Town  Clerk’s  Office  on  the 
Victory  Highway,  originally  called  “The  Ten 
Rod  Road.” 


EASTERN  WASHINGTON  MARKERS 


KINGSTON 

Three  road  signs  on  the  roads  leading  west 
to  West  Kingston,  south  to  Wakefield  and  east 
to  Saunderstown,  reading: 

“Kingston  formerly  Little  Rest  1700”  On 
the  backs  are  the  numerals  “1700”. 

HOUSES 


Elisha  Reynolds  . 1785 

John  Douglas . 1752 

Elisha  R.  Potter . 1809 


Matthew  Waite  . 1819 

John  Potter  . 175  5 

Thomas  P.  Wells . 1832 

The  Church . 1820 

John  R.  Eldred . 18  56 

Cyrus  French . 1740 

State  House  . 1775 
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EASTERN  WASHINGTON  MARKERS 


Timothy  Peckham . 1819 

John  T.  Nichols . 1802 

Joseph  Perkins  . 1775 

Abel  Cottrell  . 1818 

Asa  Potter  . 1830 

Luke  Aldrich . 1829 

Thomas  R.  Wells . 1820 

William  H.  Case . 1826 

George  Fayerweather . 1801 


Several  other  houses  were  marked  "Prior  to 
1820”  where  the  name  of  the  actual  builder 
and  date  are  unknown,  but  which  have  been 
recorded  as  standing  in  that  year. 

A  large  temporary  sign  was  erected  on  the 
main  street  reading: 

"Kingston  formerly  Little  Rest. 

The  settlement  of  this  village  commenced 
about  1700.  The  county  seat  of  Kings,  later 
Washington  County  1752-1891.  One  of  the 
meeting  places  of  the  colonial  Assembly  1754- 
18  53  which  here  passed  the  remonstrance 
against  British  taxation  January  1764  and 
convened  to  ratify  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  1790”. 


EAST  GREENWICH  MARKERS 


William  Richardson’s  Shoppe 
Built  about  1764 


David  Greene  House 
Built  1786 


Jeremiah  Pierce  House 
Here  John  Mawney  kept  the  East 
Greenwich  Post  Office  in  1804. 
Built  1711 


Fort  Daniel 

Revolutionary  War  Fortress 
1775 


Windmill  Cottage 
Owned  in  1866  by  Henry  Wads¬ 
worth  Longfellow,  American  Poet 
Built  about  1818 


Home  of  Doctor  Peter  Turner 
Revolutionary  War  Surgeon 
Built  1774 

Home  of  General  James  Mitchell  Varnum 
Brigadier-General  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War.  Built  1773 


The  East  Greenwich  Academy 
Founded  1802 


Second  Kent  County  Jail 
Built  1804 

Elizabeth  Spring 
1645 

Birthplace  of  General  Nathanael  Greene 
Major-General  in  the  Revolutionary  War 
Built  1684 


Home  of  James  H.  Eldridge 
Built  by  Joseph  Reynolds  1773 


Governor  Greene  House 
Home  of  Three  Rhode  Island  Governors 
Built  by  Samuel  Gorton,  Jr.  1680 


Captain  Oliver  Gardiner  House 
Built  1750 


Site  of  Rhode  Island  Central  Bank 
First  Bank  in  East  Greenwich  1804 
House  built  about  1724 


Kent  County  Court  House 
Built  1750 
Rebuilt  1804 

Brick  House 
Built  about  1767 


First  Kent  County  Jail 
Built  1750 
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Wanton  Casey  House 

Site  of  Congregational  Church  1729 

Built  1808 

Old  Baptist  Burying  Ground 

Site  of  Wanton  Casey  House 

Built  1808 

House  moved  to  Spencer  Avenue 
about  1879 

Col.  William  Greene  House 

Built  1724.  Occupied  by  R.  I. 

Central  Bank  1804 

Site  of  Joseph  Green’s  Rope  Walk 

Built  about  1766 

Site  of  Dr.  Joseph  Joselyn  Hospital 

1770.  Destroyed  by  fire  in  1872 

Oliver  Wickes  House 

Built  1785 

Greenwich  Bleachery — formerly 

Greens  Dale  Bleachery.  Here  the 
first  muslin  delaines  were  printed  in 
the  U.  S.  1843. 

Weaver-Howland  House 

Built  by  Clement  Weaver  1679 

Site  of  first  calico  printing  works  in 
the  Continent  previous  to  1788.  Oper- 

Site  of  Dan  Brown’s  Periwig  Shoppe 

Built  1749 

ated  by  a  Mr.  Dawson. 

Ben  Greene  House 

Built  175  5 

The  Saltpeter  Lot.  Mathewson  &  Mowry 
during  the  Revolution  manufactured 
saltpeter  and  gunpowder  here. 

Home  of  Lawyer  Archibald  Campbell 

Built  1749 

Site  of  first  manufacture  in  U.  S.  of 
woolen  cards,  run  by  power.  1790. 
Mathewson  &  Mowry.  First  manufactured 
wire  1775. 

Site  of  Thomas  Spencer  House 

Built  1774 

Friends  Meeting  House 

Built  1804 

Francis  Barker  House 

Built  1753 

A  BRONZE  tablet  -was  unveiled  as  follows: 

Home  of  Edward  E.  Stanhope 

Town  Clerk  1868 — 1893 

Built  175  5 

VARNUM 

MEMORIAL  ARMORY 

Erected  by  Varnum  Continentals  1914 

Josiah  Burlingame  House 

Built  1753 

on  the  second  site  of 

Rhode  Island  Central  Bank 

First  Bank  in  East  Greenwich  1840-1857 

Old  First  Baptist  Church 

Built  1847 

To  the  Memory  of 

JAMES  MITCHELL  VARNUM 

Of  East  Greenwich 

"Sterling  Castle” 

Built  by  Joseph  Greene  about  1776 

Brigadier  General  Continental  Army 
1777-1779 

Major  General  Rhode  Island  Militia 

Abraham  Greene  House 

Built  1770 

1779-1788 

Member  Continental  Congress 

Ebenezer  Cahoone  House 

Built  173  5 

1780-1782  1786-1787 

U.  S.  Judge  Supreme  Court 

North  West  Territory  1788-1789 

Home  of  James  Miller 

Town  Clerk  1808 — 183  5 

Built  1750 

Born  Dracutt,  Mass.,  Dec.  17,  1748 

Died  Marietta,  Ohio  Jan.  10,  1789 

This  Tablet  Dedicated  April  19,  1936 
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COVENTRY  MARKERS 

Gen.  Nathanael  Greene  Homestead 
1770-1936 

Coventry  Tercentenary  Committee 


WEST  WARWICK  MARKER 

( Near  Pawtuxet  River  Bridge  at  Centreville) 

1794 

The  First  Cotton  Mill 
In  the  Pawtuxet  Valley 
The  Second  in  the  Country 
Erected  at  Centreville 
Beside  the 
Colonial  Saw  Mill 
of  1677 

West  Warwick  Committee 
Rhode  Island  Tercentenary 
19  3  6 


WARWICK  MARKERS 

(Wooden) 


At  Sbawomet — 

800  feet  easterly  is  the 
Site  of  the  Mill  Dam  of  the 
original  tide  water  grist  mill, 
first  mill  in  Warwick 


Old  Warwick 

David  Arnold  Tavern 
Built  1769 


Old  Warwick 

Site  of  the  town  wharf 
Erected  16J0 


Warwick 

Caleb  Carr  Greene  House 
Built  1760 


Old  Warwick  Road 

Site  of  the  old  Stone  Castle  1649, 
and  burial  place  of  John  Wickes, 
the  only  settler  who  lost  his  life 
in  King  Philip’s  War 


Old  Warwick  Road 

Baker  Homestead 
Built  1790 

Apponaug 

The  Arnold  Homestead 
The  first  frame  house  in  Apponaug 


At  Apponaug 

Site  of  the  old  trading  post 
1660 


Church  Avenue,  Sbawomet 

(Formerly  Meeting  House  Lane) 
The  Site  of  the  Sixth  Principle 
Baptist  Church  C  1730 


Sandy  Lane,  Warwick 

The  Abraham  Lockwood  House 
Built  1695 


Sandy  Lane,  Warwick 

The  Esek  Ramsdall  House 
Built  C  1751 


Oakland  Beach 

The  Stephen  Low  House 
Built  1806 


At  Sandy  Lane,  Warwick 

The  Thomas  Lockwood  House 
Built  C  1800 
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Warwick  Avenue 

The  Nathan  Westcott  Homestead 
known  as  the  Spencer  Home  Tavern 

Built  in  C  1813 

West  Shore  Road,  Conimicut 

(A  sign  giving  directions  to  Mark  Rock, 
which  is  already  marked,) 

Mark  Rock,  on  the  surface  are 
markings,  probably  the  work  of 

Indians 

Old  Warwick 

Surrounding  this  spot  stood  sites  of 

Wickes  Gardener  House  1728 

Lippitt  Mansion  C  1713 

Mary  Carder  House 

Quaker  Meeting  House  1720 

Benedict  Arnold  Tavern 

Sbawomet 

The  Gate  House 

Built  by  Peter  Greene  1751 

Shawomet 

(A  sign  directing  people  to  Pomham’s  Fort 
which  is  already  marked  reading :) 

On  the  shore  of  Warwick  Cove  is  located 
Pomham’s  Fort  erected  for  the  Indian  Sachem 
in  1644  by  his  English  Allies  as  a  defense 
against  the  Narragansetts. 

Moses  Green  House — Revolutionary 
Period 

Church  Avenue,  Shawomet 

The  John  R.  Waterman  House  1800 

Main  Street,  Pawtuxet 

Built  by  James  Rhodes  1674 

Pontiac 

The  Arnold  Farm 

Built  1730 

Remington  Street,  Pawtuxet 

Stone  structure  which  housed  the 

Pawtuxet  Artillery,  Revolutionary 

Period 

Pontiac 

The  Stafford  House 

1681 

Main  Street,  Pawtuxet 

Mansion  House  of  Robert  Rhodes 

176J 

Apponaug 

Abbie  Green  Homestead 

Built  early  1700 

Apponaug  Road,  Pawtuxet 

The  Golden  Ball  Tavern 

1779 

Pontiac  Road 

Built  by  a  son  of  Edgar  Gorton 

C  1760 

Off  Apponaug  Road,  Lakewood 

Fording  Road,  formerly  Vickery  Lane 

A  continuation  of  the  Pequot  Trail 
crossing  the  Pawtuxet  River 

Centreville  Road 

Site  of  the  Black  Gnat  Tavern 

Built  1770 

The  original  structure  was  used  to  quarter 
soldiers  of  the  American  Revolution. 

Warwick  Avenue,  Lakewood 

George  Arnold  Homestead 

Built  1771 

Centreville  Road 

Barton  Homestead  built  in  1780 

West  Shore  Road,  Conimicut 

The  Job  Greene  House  1675-1686 

Birth  place  of  Col.  Christopher  Greene 

Post  Road 

(A  sign  giving  directions  to  Drum  Rock 
which  had  been  marked  previously :) 

Drum  Rock,  a  signalling  place  of 

The  Cowesett  Indians 
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Post  Road 

Rice- Arnold  Homestead 

C  1800 

Warwick  Neck  Road 

A  bronze  tablet  was  placed  on  a  large  boul¬ 
der  marking  the  site  of  Samuell  Gorton’s  home 
on  the  Warwick  Neck  road  at  the  head  of 

Post  Road 

Elizabeth  Spring 

Warwick  cove.  The  following  inscription 
appears  on  its  surface: 

This  boulder  marks  the  home  site  of 
Samuell  Gorton,  the  founder  of  Warwick 
1642 

Potowomut 

Built  by  Elihu  Greene  1760 

Buttonwoods 

James  Greene  Homestead 

Built  1767 

Warwick  Neck 

Near  this  spot  stood  the  Warwick 

Neck  Fort  and  entrenchments, 
guarded  by  the  Kent  County 
Regiment  and  Battery.  Col.  John 
Waterman  in  command. 

Centreville  Road 

Site  of  the  First  Cotton 

Mill  in  Warwick 

Built  1794 

Warwick 

The  Almyra  Durfee  Place 
known  as  the  great  pasture. 

Fair  and  South  Fair  Streets,  Pawtuxet 

Exhibition  Hall  of  the  Rhode 

Island  Society  for  the 

Encouragement  of  Domestic 

Industry.  Here  were  held  the 
first  State  Fairs.  1820. 

Sandy  Lane  and  West  Shore  Road, 

Old  Warwick 

50  Fair  Street,  Pawtuxet 

Built  by  Ephraim  Bowen,  the 
last  survivor  of  the  party 
that  burned  the  Gaspee,  1772. 

Site  of  the  John  Warner  House. 

In  the  original  house,  destroyed 
in  King  Philip’s  War,  the  Rhode 

Island  Assembly  met  in  1652  and 
passed  an  act  which  attempted  to 
abolish  Slavery  by  limiting 
servitude  to  ten  years. 

Warwick  Neck  Road 

A  bronze  tablet  attached  to  a  granite  boul¬ 
der  has  been  erected  at  the  head  of  the  War¬ 
wick  Neck  Road,  commemorating  the  plant¬ 
ing  of  the  Centennial  Elm.  The  following 
inscription  appears  on  the  tablet: 

The  Centennial  Elm  planted  by  citi¬ 
zens  of  Warwick,  July  1876 

A  total  of  43  wooden  and  two  bronze  mark¬ 
ers.  Selections  by  Col.  Christopher  Greene 
Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion  and  the  Warwick  Historical  Society,  with 
the  Kent  County  Committee  of  the  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations  Tercen¬ 
tenary  Committee,  Inc. 
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NEWPORT  MARKERS 


John  Easton  Farm.  Built  about  1700  Head¬ 
quarters  of  Lord  Percy  during  the  Revolution. 


Corne  House.  Home  of  the  artist  Michel 
Felice  Corne,  who  introduced  the  tomato  into 
this  country. 


Friends  Meeting  House.  Built  1699,  added 
to  1808.  "Yearly  Meeting”  was  held  here 
every  June  by  the  New  England  Quakers. 


Synagogue  of  the  Congregation  Jeshuat  Is¬ 
rael.  Organized  1658.  Dedicated  1736.  Oldest 
synagogue  in  America. 


Coddington  Cemetery.  Here  lies  interred  six 
governors  of  the  Colony. 


Wanton-Lyman-Hazard  House.  Built  about 
1675.  Oldest  house  in  town.  Here  Rocham- 
beau  and  his  officers  were  entertained. 


Here  lived  Peter  James  Turner,  surgeon 
with  Perry  at  the  Battle  of  Lake  Erie. 


Simeon  Potter  House.  Newport’s  first  free 
school,  founded  by  the  Trustees  of  Long 
Wharf. 


House  of  Henry  Collins.  Built  1750. 
French  Navy  Artillery  Headquarters  1780-81. 


Malbone  Town  House.  Here  the  British 
stored  their  treasure  during  the  Revolution. 


Maudsley  House.  Here  lived  Caleb  Gardner 
who  piloted  the  French  fleet  to  safety,  1780. 


On  this  site  stood  the  Atlantic  House,  used 
as  the  U.  S.  Naval  Academy  during  the  Civil 
War. 


Home  of  Capt.  Stephen  Decatur,  father  of 
Commodore  Decatur,  hero  of  the  War  of 
1812. 


Site  of  the  first  house  in  Newport.  Built  by 
Nicholas  Easton  in  1639.  Burned  by  the 
Indians. 


Lawton  House.  Here  lived  the  beautiful 
Quakeress,  Polly  Lawton,  toast  of  the  French 
during  the  Revolution. 


Hunter  House.  Built  1746.  Headquarters 
of  Admiral  de  Ternay  of  the  French  fleet. 
1780-1781. 


Cotton  House.  Home  of  George  Hazard, 
first  mayor,  and  Charles  Cotton,  surgeon  on 
the  U.  S.  S.  Constitution. 


Birthplace  of  Commodore  Matthew  Cal- 
braith  Perry,  who  opened  the  ports  of  Japan 
to  the  world,  18  54. 


Trinity  Church.  Organized  1698.  Building 
erected  172  5.  Spared  by  the  British  during 
the  Revolution  because  of  the  crown  on  the 
steeple. 


Opposite  here  on  the  land  of  William  Ellery, 
Signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
stood  the  first  Liberty  Tree,  dedicated  in  1866. 


Colonial  Kitchen.  (Swinburne  School) 


Aquidneck  Point.  So-called  in  1712.  Here 
in  1725  were  executed  26  pirates  between  high 
and  low  water. 


Fort  Greene.  Revolutionary  Battery  named 
for  General  Greene.  Reconstructed  by  Major 
Toussard,  1790. 

Here  lived  Ezra  Stiles,  distinguished  Divine. 
President  of  Yale  College  1777. 


Samuel  Hopkins,  D.D.  lived  here,  1770- 
1803.  Author  of  the  system  of  Divinity  bear¬ 
ing  his  name. 
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Home  of  "Quaker  Tom”  Robinson  and  his 
descendants,  from  1780.  Headquarters  of 
Vicomte  de  Noailles,  1780-81. 


First  Street  in  the  United  States  to  be 
lighted  with  gas.  Installed  in  180  5  by  David 
Melville.  (Pelham  Street) 


Wilcox  House.  At  one  time  the  home  of  the 
artist  Washington  Allston.  1779-1843. 


Home  of  Abram  Rodriguez  Rivera,  1793. 
Occupied  by  the  Newport  Bank  since  1804. 


Perry  Mansion.  Built  before  1761.  Home 
of  Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  hero  of  the  Battle  of 
Lake  Erie,  1812. 


Trinity  School  House.  Erected  in  1799 
under  the  Nathaniel  Kay  Foundation  of  1734. 


Clarke  Cemetery.  Here  lies  John  Clarke, 
1609-1676.  Founder,  Physician,  Spiritual 
Leader. 


Lillibridge  House.  Pitts  Head  Tavern,  1759. 
A  colonial  coffee  house. 


Meeting  House  of  Dr.  Hopkins.  Used  as  a 
hospital  by  both  British  and  French  during 
the  Revolution. 


Brownell  House.  Built  about  1730.  Home 
of  Capt.  Thomas  Brownell  U.  S.  N.  Sailing 
master  for  Oliver  Hazard  Perry. 


Nichols  House.  White  Horse  Tavern.  1759. 
Here  the  Colonial  Legislature  used  to  meet. 


Home  of  Charles  Collins,  Lt.  Gov.  of  Rhode 
Island,  1824-1832.  Built  about  1780. 


Peter  Simon  House.  Built  in  1766.  Home 
of  the  Unfortunate  Hannah  Robinson. 


Seventh  Day  Baptist  Meeting  House.  (In 
the  rear.)  Built  1729. 


Here  lived  John  Goddard,  1723-1785,  and 
his  son  Thomas,  1765-1858.  Famous  Cabinet 
Makers. 


Newport  Artillery  Company.  Oldest  active 
military  organization  in  America.  Chartered 
1741  by  George  II.  Armory  built  in  1836. 


Equality  Park.  On  this  old  common  land, 
boats  of  the  sloop  "Liberty”  were  burned  in 
1766.  Said  to  be  the  first  overt  act  of  the 
Revolution. 


Tillinghast  House.  Built  about  1760.  Here 
General  Greene  was  entertained.  Home  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Gibbs,  Governor  of  Rhode  Island  1821- 
1824. 


Washington  Square.  Here,  in  Colonial  days, 
justice  was  done,  market  held,  the  militia 
drilled,  and  here  George  Washington  was  re¬ 
ceived  in  1731. 


The  Old  Jewish  Cemetery.  Purchased  1677. 
Here  are  buried  Jacob  Rodrigues  Rivera, 
Aaron  Lopez,  Moses  Seixas,  Abraham  Touro, 
Judah  Touro. 


Redwood  Library  and  Athenaeum.  Founded 
by  Abraham  Redwood.  Incorporated  1747. 
The  original  portion  of  building  erected  1750. 
Peter  Harrison,  architect. 


Old  Colony  and  State  House.  From  the 
balcony  King  George  III  and  all  Rhode  Island 
Governors  were  proclaimed  until  1900. 


Maxson  House.  Built  about  1706.  Opposite 
town  spring  around  which  Newport  was  laid 
out,  1639. 
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MIDDLETOWN  MARKERS 


Whitehall.  Built  in  1729  by  George  Berke¬ 
ley,  Dean  of  Derry.  English  Philosopher.  His 
home  from  1726-1731. 


Bannister  House.  Built  about  1760.  Colonial 
and  British  Troops  were  quartered  here. 


Here  lived  George  Irish,  1st  Colonel  of  the 
R.  I.  Militia.  House  erected  1780. 


Here  lie  buried  Mary,  daughter  of  Roger 
Williams  and  her  husband,  John  Fales. 


Chase  House.  Rear  built  1742.  Front  added 
1786. 


PORTSMOUTH  MARKERS 


A  bronze  tablet  was  placed  on  old  "pudding 
rock”  located  at  "The  Wattering  Place,”  now 
known  as  Founder’s  Brook.  On  this  tablet  was 
the  following  inscription: 

"1638  1936” 

“Erected  to  honor  the  memory  and  perpet¬ 
uate  the  spirit  and  ideals  of  the  Founders  of 
the  First  Government  in  the  world  to  allow 
and  to  insure  its  citizens  civil  and  religious 
liberty  established  on  this  site  in  the  year 
1638. 

PORTSMOUTH  COMPACT 

We  whose  names  are  underwritten  do  here 
solemnly  in  the  presence  of  Jehovah  incorpo¬ 
rate  ourselves  with  a  Bodie  Politick  and  as  He 
shall  help,  will  submit  our  persons,  lives  and 
estates  unto  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  King 
of  Kings,  and  Lord  of  Lords,  and  to  all  those 
perfect  and  most  absolute  lawes  of  His  given 
us  in  His  Holy  Word  of  Truth  to  be  guided 
and  judged  thereby. 

William  Coddington,  John  Clarke,  William 
Hutchinson,  Jr.,  John  Coggeshall,  William 
Aspinwall,  Samuel  Wilbore,  John  Porter,  John 
Sanford,  Edward  Hutchinson,  Jr.,  Esq., 
Thomas  Savage,  William  Dyre,  William  Free- 
borne,  Phillip  Shearman,  John  Walker,  Rich¬ 
ard  Carder,  William  Baulston,  Edward  Hutch¬ 
inson,  Sen’r  Henry  Bull,  Randall  Holden, 
Thomas  Clarke,  John  Johnson,  William  Hall, 
John  Brightman,  Esq. 


Site  of  private  school  in 
18th  century 

Hicks  House  built  1780 


Hedly  House  invaded  by 
Hessians  in  1776 


Friends  Meeting  House 
Built  1700 


Silk  Mill  Built  in  1780 


Isaac  Hathaway  House  Built  175  5 


First  Methodist  Meeting  House 
Built  in  1700 

Preserved  Shearman  Meeting  House 
spoken  of  as  the  Olde  House 
in  1782 


Gardner  T.  Sherman  House  built 
in  1774,  occupied  by  Revolutionary 
Soldiers 


Olde  Sisson  House  built  1636 


MARKERS  TO  BE  PLACED 

Site  of  first  Methodist  Meetings  held 
in  Portsmouth  in  1638 

Site  of  Battle  of  Rhode  Island, 
August  29,  1778 

Site  of  first  house  of  entertainment 
built  by  William  Baulston 


First  Town  Hall  and  Whipping 
Post  in  17th  century 
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LITTLE  COMPTON  MARKERS 


Site  of  the  first  town  house  and  church 
used  by  the  first  settlers  of  Little  Compton. 
Built  1693. 


This  building,  the  first  Methodist  Church 
in  Little  Compton,  built  1823.  Removed  here 
from  the  top  of  Meeting  House  Lane. 


Friends  Meeting  House,  built  about  A.  D. 
1700.  Remodelled  1815. 

Home  of  Capt.  Edward  Richmond,  a  first 
settler,  1674.  Col.  William  Richmond,  S.A.R. 
Block  House  1776.  Treaty  Rock,  scene  of  the 
compact  between  Col.  Benjamin  Church  and 
Queen  Awashonks,  1675. 


This  place  purchased  by  William  Pabodie 
1685-1691,  a  first  settler.  Later  home  of  the 
Hon.  Isaac  Wilbour,  1819.  Governor  of  Rhode 
Island. 


Home  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Tucker) 
Church,  1674,  first  settlers.  Capt.  Ebenezer 
Church  and  Joseph  Church,  S.A.R.  1776. 
Home  of  ten  generations  of  descendants. 


This  place  purchased  by  William  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth  (Alden)  Pabodie,  1681-1688,  first  set¬ 
tlers.  Col.  Pardon  Gray  1762.  S.A.R.  1776. 


Home  of  Col.  Benjamin  Church  1675.  First 
Commander  of  the  colonial  wars  of  New 
England.  Won  King  Philip’s  war. 


Home  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Potter)  Will- 
bor,  first  settlers  1691.  Eight  generations  of 
descendants  have  owned  this  place. 


Block  House.  Home  of  William  and  Sarah 
(Hayward)  Dye.  First  settlers  1684.  John 
Gray  1813  Soldier  of  the  Revolution  1776. 


This  store  built  by  Ebenezer  P.  Church 
1820.  Great  great  uncle  of  President  Franklin 
D.  Roosevelt.  Philip  Manchester  1859. 


First  Post  Office  of  Little  Compton,  built 
1788  by  Samuel  Church,  First  Postmaster 
1804.  Philip  J.  Gray  1879. 


Revolutionary  block  house  and  home  of 
Capt.  Benjamin  Coe,  an  officer  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  1776. 


Site  of  a  Revolutionary  block  house  and 
home  of  Capt.  Thomas  Church,  an  officer  of 
the  Revolution.  Later  home  of  Major  William 
Taggart,  an  officer  under  General  Sullivan 
1776. 

This  place  owned  by  Hon.  Constant  South- 
worth  1674.  Treasurer  of  the  Plymouth  Col¬ 
ony.  Home  of  Capt.  William  and  Rebecca 
(Pabodie)  Southworth,  first  settlers  and  of 
five  generations  of  their  descendants.  Major 
William  Southworth  1776. 


Home  of  Capt.  Aaron  Wilbor  and  his  five 
sons,  all  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  1776. 


Simon  Rouse,  a  first  settler  1674.  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Horswell)  Hunt  1722.  William 
Hunt  S.A.R.  1776. 


Nathaniel  Warren  1685.  Thomas  Bailey  Jr. 
1741.  It  was  here  that  Rev.  Ray  Palmer  wrote 
the  hymn,  "My  faith  looks  up  to  Thee.” 


This  house  the  birth  place  of  John  Sim¬ 
mons,  founder  of  Simmons  College. 


Across  the  street  was  born  John  Simmons, 
founder  of  Simmons  College.  Founded  1899. 


Home  of  Lieut.  Thomas  and  Mary  (Wood) 
Bailey.  Isaac  Bailey,  officer  of  the  Revolution 
1776.  Seaconnet  house  1838-1863. 


Home  of  Rev.  Mase  Shepard  1794.  Pastor 
of  the  Congregational  church  34  years.  1787- 
1821.  Deacon  Isaac  Bailey  Richmond  1828. 


Sylvanus  Brown  1774. 


Last  site  of  the  Peaked  top  school.  1725- 
1839.  Moved  about  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  pupils. 


Burial  place  of  the  Sogkonate  tribe  before 
1600,  and  probable  last  resting  place  of  their 
Queen  Awashonks. 


Home  of  John  Irish  1674,  a  first  settler. 
Block  house  1776. 


Home  of  John  and  Eunice  (Shaw)  Wood 
1767.  Joseph  and  Abigail  (Wood)  Wilbor 
1796.  Gov.  Isaac  Wilbour  S.A.R.  1803. 
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TIVERTON 

MARKERS 

Howland’s  Ferry  1756 

Edwin  Hambly,  Blacksmith,  1830 
( Same  marker) 

John  Gray  House,  One  of  First 
Taverns,  about  1700.  Homestead 
of  seven  Church  brothers. 

John  Howland  House 

Before  1759 

Joseph  Anthony’s  Ferry,  1692 

Fort  Barton 

Center  of  Activity  during 

Revolution,  1776-1783 

Thomas  Osborn  Homestead,  1766-1833 

Home  of  Judge  Joseph  Osborn,  1803-1883 

Abraham  Brown  House 

Built  1756,  Host  to 

Lafayette  in  1778 

Edward  Bennet,  1822 

James  Otis  Hambly,  1867 

Capt.  Robert  Gray,  1755-1803 

Discoverer  Columbia  River  1792 

First  American  to  carry  the  flag 
around  the  world. 

Wanton  Upper  Farm 

Susannah  Anthony  Barker,  1740 
Joseph  Anthony  Barker,  1768 
Benjamin  Barker,  1840 
( Same  Marker) 

John  Almy  House,  Built  1797 

Whipping  Post,  1718-1812 
( Same  marker) 

Isaac  Barker  House 

French  Hospital  1775 

Sin  and  Flesh  River 

Site  of  Col.  Pardon  Gray  House 

1737-1805,  Commissary  of  Revolution. 

David  Durfee  House 

Built  1768 

Friend’s  Burial  Ground,  About  1747 

First  Meeting  House  on  Adjoining 

Lot,  about  1700 

Otis  Almy  House 

1770-1837 

Nathaniel  Briggs,  Built  1760 

Horace  Almy  House 

1809-1874 

Caleb  Cory  built  1775 

John  Cooke,  1793 

George  W.  Gray,  1881 
( Same  Marker) 

Joseph  Flicks  House 

Built  1768 
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In  this  Gavitt  House  were  held  Town 
Meetings  of  Colonial  days  and  in  front  stood 
the  town  whipping  post. 

Home  of  Doctor  Joshua  Babcock,  1707- 
1783.  First  physician  in  town.  Chief  Justice 
of  Rhode  Island.  Site  of  first  Post  Office  in 
Westerly. 

Mastuxet.  On  this  cove  landed  John  and 
Mary  Babcock,  first  white  settlers  in  Westerly. 

Entrance  to  the  shipyard  of  1834-1874. 
From  here  sailed  whalers  and  merchantmen 
hewn  from  native  timber  commanded  by 
native  sons. 

Oliver  Hazard  Perry  lived  on  this  place 
when  a  boy  in  1808.  From  here  he  later  super¬ 
vised  the  building  of  vessels  of  war.  He  won 
the  Battle  of  Lake  Erie  in  1814. 


SHANNOCK  HILL 

Here  the  Narragansetts  won  a  fierce  battle 
against  the  Pequots  for  control  of  the  fishing 
falls.  A  wooden  marker  was  placed  by  Rhode 
Island  Historical  Society  June  1897  on  the 
230th  Anniversary  of  Death  of  Canonicus. 


CROSS'  MILLS 

South  of  this  spot  is  located  Fort  Ninigret 
marked  by  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  as  a 
memorial  of  the  Narragansett  and  Niantic 
Indians,  "The  Unwavering  Friends  and  Allies 
of  our  Fathers.” 


COOKY  HILL 

(Map  to  locate  numbers  as  mentioned  below). 

The  birthplace  and  center  of  many  town 
activities. 

1.  Red  Schoolhouse,  1792-183  3,  moved  and 
now  11  Union  Street.  First  school  and  also 
first  Sunday  School,  1820. 

2.  Union  Academy,  1816-1842. 

3.  Pawcatuck  Academy,  1837-1870. 

4.  Union  Meeting  House,  1822-1872. 

3.  Episcopal  Church,  183  3-1872  (burned), 
Episcopal  Church,  1872-1891. 

6.  Fire  Engine  House,  1869. 

7.  Town  Hall  (old),  1874-1913. 

8.  First  Fire  Engine  House,  1869. 


On  this  spot  stood  the  home  of  Rowse  Bab¬ 
cock,  where  in  1798  was  organized  Washing¬ 
ton  Lodge,  No.  2,  F.  &  A.  M.,  one  of  the 
earliest  Masonic  Lodges  in  Rhode  Island.  It 
was  qualified  to  meet  anywhere  in  Washington 
County  and  in  1823  was  established  in  Wick- 
ford  as  Washington  Lodge,  No.  3. 

(Masonic  emblem  here) 

Erected  by  Franklin  Lodge  No.  20,  F.  &  A.  M. 


Here  for  more  than  a  century  was  the  Reli¬ 
gious,  Business  and  Civic  Center  of  Westerly. 
Nearby  in  private  homes  the  people  met  in 
town  meetings.  Here  crossed  paths  from  what 
is  now  Hopkinton,  Richmond,  and  Westerly. 
Here  was  a  ford  across  the  river  and  here  were 
the  first  mill  dam  and  grist  mill. 

On  the  hill  to  the  northeast  stood  the  first 
Meeting  House  in  southern  Rhode  Island  built 
by  Seventh  Day  Baptists  in  1680. 

The  members  of  this  Church  suffered  im¬ 
prisonment  in  defense  of  the  colony’s  domain, 
met  the  onslaughts  of  hostile  natives,  were 
foremost  among  those  who  established  and 
developed  the  colony  on  the  principles  of  free¬ 
dom,  furnished  a  governor,  Samuel  Ward,  who 
was  a  leader  in  the  struggle  for  independence, 
and  joined  in  founding  of  Brown  University. 

In  the  river  pool  nearby  more  than  3000 
were  baptized. 

The  first  road  was  laid  out  in  1702.  It  led 
to  the  South  Kingstown  town  line  and  to  the 
town  landing  at  Pawcatuck  Rock. 

In  1736  the  people  petitioned  the  General 
Assembly  to  divide  the  town,  complaining 
that  "some  of  us  are  obliged  to  go  10  miles  to 
a  town  meeting  and  great  and  difficult  rivers 
to  go  over.” 

Charlestown  was  set  off  from  Westerly  in 
1738,  Richmond  from  Charlestown  in  1747 
and  Hopkinton  from  Westerly  in  1737. 

Erected  by  the  Seventh  Day  Baptist 
Churches  of  Hopkinton  and  Westerly. 
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SCITUATE  MARKER 


On  Danielson  Pike  about  three  miles  west  from  North  Scituate  Village. 

One-fifth  mile  Northward  is  the  site  of  the 
BIRTHPLACE  OF  ESEK  HOPKINS 
First  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  American  Navy 
and  the  Early  Home  of  Stephen  Hopkins 
Signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence 

Marker  placed  by  Moswansicut  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution 


EAST  PROVIDENCE  MARKER 


At  the  Roger  Williams  Spring,  Phillipsdale,  site  of  the  first  settlement  by  Roger  Williams  in 
the  Wampanoag  country  claimed  by  Plymouth  Colony. 

At  the  top,  a  medallion  representing  Williams  landing  at  the  spring 

This  Spring  is  the  site  of  the  first  settlement  by  Roger  Williams  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island.  Banished  by  the  Bay  Colony  from  Massachusetts  on  account  of  his  religious 
beliefs,  he  fled  into  the  wilderness  and  found  refuge  with  Massasoit  who  gave  him  a 
grant  of  land  upon  which  he  built  his  home  near  this  spring.  Warned  that  he  was  still 
within  the  limits  of  the  Colony,  he  removed  across  the  river  and  founded  a  settlement 
which  is  now  Providence. 

The  marker  was  placed  and  dedicated  November  8,  1936,  by  the  East  Providence  Tercentenary 
Committee.  The  land  was  bought  by  the  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  Tercentenary 
Committee,  Inc.,  the  East  Providence  Committee  expending  a  like  sum  in  beautifying  the  site, 
which  through  three  centuries  had  remained  as  Roger  Williams  found  it.  The  spring  has  flowed 
without  interruption  for  this  entire  period. 
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WICKFORD  MARKERS 


During  193  5  and  1936  the  following  houses  in  Wickford  were  marked  with  wooden  markers 
under  direction  of  the  Main  Street  Association  of  Wickford  after  check-up  of  records: 


House 

Shippee  House . . 

Old  Yellow  . 

Clarke  Potter’s  . 

Fowler  House  (Bay  St.) . 

Baptist  Church  House . 

Geo.  T.  Hammond  House . 

Narragansett  Bank  House . 

Wightman  House  . 

Gladding  House  . 

Congdon  House  . 

Theodore  Northup  House . 

Bullock  House  . 

Gideon  Freeborn  House . 

Miss  Gardner’s  . 

Baker  House  . 

Chadsey  House  (Fowler  St.) . 

Mary  Lewis  House . 

Ladd  House . 

Dawson  House  . 

Robert  Reynolds  House . 

Bryson  House  . 

James  Reynolds  House . 

New  Rectory  . 

Pardon  Hammond  House . 

Pelser  House  . 

Mrs.  Hanson’s . 

Lucy  Reynolds  House . 

Clauson  House  . 

Peckham  House  . 

Burke  House . 

Chadsey  House  (Champlin  St.) 

Shaw  House  . 

Lewis  House  . 

Old  Town  House . 

Noyes  House . 

Burge  House  . 

Dr.  Manning’s . 


Builder 

.Stephen  Cooper . 

.George  Thomas  . 

.Matthew  Cooper  . 

George  Fowler,  Jr . 

.Thomas  Cooper . 

.Nicholas  Hart . 

f  Samuel  Bissell  . 

(.  Benjamin  Fowler  . 

.Benjamin  Fowler  . 

Daniel  Fones  . 

David  Potter  and  Timothy  Dean 

Samuel  Thomas . . 

Benjamin  Reynolds  . 

Aaron  Peck  . 

.Immanuel  Case  . 

Thomas  Cole  . 

John  Cozzens  . . 

Thomas  Withers . . 

.Daniel  E.  Updike . 

.  Samuel  Thomas . 

.William  Reynolds . 

.Nicholas  Spink  . . 

Samuel  Carr  . 

John  Smith  . 

.William  Hammond . 

.Samuel  Thomas . 

Jesse  Brown . 

.Alfred  Updike  . 

Cyrus  Northup . 

William  Holloway  . 

Benjamin  Reynolds . 

James  MacKenzie  . 

.William  G.  Shaw . 

.Robert  H.  Niles . 

•  Town  of  North  Kingstown . 

.Charles  Short  . 

.William  Holloway  . 

.William  Brown  . 


Date 

1728 

1735 

1750 

1755 

1757 

1762 

1768 
1805 

1769 

1770 
1773 
1783 
1785 

1785 

1786 
1786 
1788 
1791 

1794 

1795 

1795 

1796 

1797 

1798 
1798 
1802 
1802 
1800 
1803 

1803 

1804 

1804 
1803 

1805 
1807 
1807 
1809 
1822 
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JAMESTOWN  MARKERS 


At  corner  of  Narragansett  Avenue  and  North 
Main  Road 

Artillery  Lot  &  Burial  Ground 
Used  during  Colonial  &  Revolutionary  Wars 
D.  A.  R. 

Wood  marker 

North  Main  Road,  Hull  Swamp 
Edward  Carr  House 
West  End  Built  1686 

Recruiting  Station  Queen  Anne  War  1702 
D.  A.  R. 

Wood  marker 

North  Main  Road 

Windmill 
1787 
D.  A.  R. 

Wood  marker 

North  Main  Road 

Mill  House 
1787 
D.  A.  R. 

Wood  marker 

North  Main  Road,  Weeden  Lane 
Friends  Meeting  House 
1787 

Placed  by  D.  A.  R. 

Wood  marker 

North  Main  Road,  near  Carr  Lane 

Original  First  Baptist  Church 
1841 
D.  A.  R. 

Wood  marker 

North  Main  Road,  Hull  Swamp 

First  White  Child,  John  Hull 
Born  on  this  Farm,  1654 
D.  A.  R. 

Wood  marker 

Narragansett  Avenue 

First  General  Store 
Kept  by  Isaac  Carr 
1803-1885 
D.  A.  R. 

Wood  marker 


Narragansett  Avenue 

Johnathan  Greene  House 
Standing  before  1815 
D.  A.  R. 

Wood  marker 

Narragansett  Avenue 

Waity  Palmer  House 

Bought  of  Johnathan  Greene.  March  1815 
D.  A.  R. 

Wood  marker 

Shoreby  Hill 

Greene  Farmhouse 
Standing  Before  Revolution 
D.  A.  R. 

Wood  marker 

Knowles  Court 

Ellery  Ferry  House 
1797 
D.  A.  R. 

Wood  marker 

Knowles  Court 

Boatman’s  Cottage 
About  1830 
D.  A.  R. 

Wood  marker 

Swinburne  Street 

First  Episcopal  Church 
1833 
D.  A.  R. 

Wood  marker 

Bay  View  Drive  and  East  Main  Road 
Bay  Voyage 
Built  1860 

Moved  across  Narragansett  Bay 
from  Brown’s  Lane,  Middletown  1889 
D.  A.  R. 

Wood  marker 

East  Main  Road — In  Cemetery  on 
Gov.  Wanton  Farm 

Burial  Place  of 
Gov.  Caleb  Carr 
1616-1695 
D.  A.  R. 

Wood  marker 
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East  Main  Road 

Farm  of  Deputy  Joseph  Wanton 

Gov.  1769-1775 

D.  A.  R. 

Wood  marker 

Carr  Lane 

Carr  Homestead 

About  1721 

Placed  by  D.  A.  R. 

Wood  marker 

East  Main  Road  and  Eldred  Avenue 

To  Site  of 

John  Eldred’s 

One  Gun  Battery 

1775 

D.  A.  R. 

Large 

Wood  marker 
Road 

West  End  of  Eldred  Avenue 

Hazard  Farm 

Thomas  Hazard  bought  Land  1799 

House  Standing  1787 

Remains  in  Family 

D.  A.  R. 

Wood  marker 

Placed  by  H.  Tefft,  D.  A.  R.  Member 

Conanicut  Park 

Underwood  Farmhouse 

Standing  1717 

D.  A.  R. 

Wood  marker 

At  Beaver  Tail  Light 

First  Beavertail  Light  House 

1749 

D.  A.  R. 

Wood  marker 

Conanicut  Park 

1680 

Capt.  John  Paine  House 

D.  A.  R. 

Wood  marker 

North  Main  Road 

Battery  House 

About  1750 

D.  A.  R. 

Wood  marker 

NORTH  PROVIDENCE  MARKERS 

To  be  placed  in  the  spring  of  1937  upon  the  birthplace  of  Col.  Israel  Angell  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Line  in  the  War  for  Independence. 

Birth  Place  of  Col.  Israel  Angell 
1740  1832 

Placed  by 

Capt.  Stephen  Olney  Chapter 
D.  A.  R. 

( Marker  of  bronze — 6%  by  10  inches) 
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Q losing  Exercises 

of  the 

TERCENTENARY 

CELEBRATION 

by  the 

SCHOOL  CHILDREN  OF  RHODE  ISLAND 
STATE  HOUSE  GROUNDS 
Friday,  October  16,  1936,  at  2  P.  M. 


PROGRAM 

1.  Star  Spangled  Banner . Entire  Assemblage 

Providence  Central  High  School  Band 
Walter  H.  Butterfield,  Leader 
Director  of  Music,  Providence  Public  Schools 

2.  The  Human  Flag . East  Providence  School  Children 

3.  Introductory  Remarks . Dr.  James  F.  Rockett 

Director  of  Education 


4.  Address . Very  Rev.  Lorenzo  C.  McCarthy,  O.  P. 

Chairman  R.  I.  Tercentenary  Commission 


5.  Address  . 

6.  Freedom 


7.  America 


. Theodore  Francis  Green 

Governor  of  Rhode  Island 

Scenes  From  the  History  of  Three 
Centuries  in  Rhode  Island 

Written  by  Prof.  Adelaide  Patterson 
Rhode  Island  College  of  Education 
Presented  by  Students  of  the 
R.  I.  College  of  Education 
. Entire  Assemblage 


These  exercises  are  planned  to  impress  upon  the  teachers  and  the  school 
children  of  Rhode  Island  the  importance  of  the  great  part  they  have  daily  played 
in  the  Tercentenary  celebration  in  their  own  classrooms  and  school  buildings 
during  the  past  year,  and  to  afford  them  the  opportunity  to  receive  personally 
and  officially  the  thanks,  appreciation,  and  gratitude  of  the  Governor  of  this 
State,  the  chairman  of  the  Tercentenary  Commission,  and  the  State  Director  of 
Education. 


•  no  • 
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School  Children  of  the  State  at  Closing  Exercises,  October  16th 
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THE  CLOSING  EVENT  OF  THE 
TERCENTENARY 


THE  FIRST  FREE  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  IN  AMERICA  WAS  OPENED 

in  Rhode  Island  at  Newport,  August  20,  1640. 

PERFECT  October  day  .  .  .  warm  sunshine,  blue  sky 
flecked  with  light  clouds,  a  soft  wind  at  irregular  inter¬ 
vals.  The  upper  marble  terraces  at  the  front  of  the 
State  House  covered  with  chairs  in  which  are  seated 
city  and  town  Superintendents  of  Schools,  teachers  representing 
every  public  school,  State  officials  and  other  representative  citizens. 
The  broad  brick  walks  and  the  green  lawn  in  front  of  the  terraces 
covered  with  standing  masses  of  school  children  representing  every 
public  school  in  the  State  and  many  of  the  Catholic  Schools  in  the 
Diocese  of  Providence. 

A  great  assembly,  gathered  on  October  16  for  the  official 
closing  of  the  Tercentenary  at  an  event  planned  in  honor  of  the 
Rhode  Island  school  system  which  during  the  year  in  all  of  its 
schools  has  made  a  special  study  of  Rhode  Island  history,  supple¬ 
mented  in  many  cases  by  historical  pageants  in  which  Rhode  Island 
events  have  been  reproduced  and  by  reproductions  in  the  manual 
training  departments,  of  early  homes  and  other  features  of  the  life 
of  the  first  Rhode  Island  settlers. 

A  gathering  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  the  Governor,  the 
State  Director  of  Education,  the  chairman  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Tercentenary  Commission  pay  tribute  to  this  united  effort  of  the 
schools  and  their  pupils  to  develop  a  new  knowledge  of  Rhode 
Island’s  past,  a  new  understanding  of  their  glorious  heritage  as 
Rhode  Islanders. 

The  official  closing  of  the  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary. 

In  this  setting,  against  the  background  of  the  beautiful  State 
House  decorated  with  bunting  and  an  enormous  American  flag 
and  with  the  voices  of  the  participants  amplified  by  loud  speakers, 
the  program  was  opened  at  two  o’clock  with  the  "Star  Spangled 
Banner”  by  the  entire  assemblage,  accompanied  by  the  Providence 
Central  High  School  Band,  led  by  Walter  H.  Butterfield,  Director 
of  Music,  Providence  Public  Schools. 
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Dr.  James  F.  Rockett,  Director  of  Education,  greeted  the 
assembly. 

"Your  Excellency  Governor  Green,  Very  Rev.  Father 
McCarthy,  Chairman  of  the  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  Com¬ 
mission,  distinguished  guests,  teachers,  boys  and  girls  of  Rhode 
Island: 

"As  State  Director  of  Education  I  welcome  you  all  to  these, 
the  closing  exercises  of  Rhode  Island’s  Tercentenary  celebration. 

"These  exercises  were  chiefly  planned  to  impress  upon  the 
teachers  and  school  children  of  this  State  the  great  part  they  daily 
played  in  celebrating  three  hundred  years  of  Rhode  Island’s 
progress. 

"I  know  of  no  other  group  that  did  so  much  and  did  it  so 
constantly  and  so  consistently.  The  greatest  thing  that  was  evolved 
from  this  year’s  continuous  performance  has  been  the  implanting 
in  the  hearts  and  minds  and  souls  of  the  school  children  of  this 
State  the  ideals  and  the  spirit  of  Roger  Williams  and  his  followers. 
My  greatest  prayer  and  greatest  hope  is  that  you,  the  school  children 
of  Rhode  Island,  will  treasure  and  preserve  this  spirit  and  these 
ideals  and  pass  them  on  for  the  good  of  future  generations. 

"As  Director  of  Education  may  I  take  this  opportunity  to 
express  to  you,  the  teachers  and  students  of  all  our  schools,  my 
warm  personal  and  official  thanks,  gratitude  and  appreciation  for 
all  you  have  done.” 

This  introduction  was  followed  by  an  address  by  Very  Rev. 
Lorenzo  C.  McCarthy,  O.  P.,  until  recently  President  of  Provi¬ 
dence  College,  the  chairman  of  the  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary 
Commission: 

"As  chairman  of  the  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  Commission 
I  wish  to  congratulate  all  those  who  have  contributed  to  make  this, 
the  official  closing  exercise  of  the  Tercentenary  celebration  such 
a  populous  and  colorful  event.  Only  those  who  have  engaged  in 
educational  endeavors  can  fully  understand  the  painstaking  efforts 
that  were  required  to  formulate  and  to  execute  the  features  of 
this  program.  At  least  a  few  of  the  members  of  the  Commission 
have  had  such  experience  and  they  join  with  me  in  expressing  to 
the  teachers  and  educational  administrators  throughout  the  State, 
their  sincere  appreciation  and  their  profound  gratitude  for  what 
has  been  accomplished. 
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"From  the  very  beginning  of  the  Tercentenary  celebration 
the  Commission  has  stressed  its  educational  value;  and  for  that 
reason  it  has  been  particularly  anxious  that  the  lessons  contained 
in  Rhode  Island  history  be  impressed  on  the  minds  and  hearts  of 
the  youth  of  the  State. 

"Rhode  Island  has  splendid  traditions.  From  the  moment  of 
its  founding  to  the  present  day,  its  history  is  for  the  most  part  the 
history  of  a  people  who  desired  to  establish  and  to  preserve  human 
liberties,  of  a  people  who  regarded  human  and  divine  values  as  of 
superior  importance  in  the  lives  of  individuals  and  of  communities, 
of  a  people  who  have  striven  to  incorporate  into  their  political, 
social  and  economic  institutions  principles  which  recognized  the 
dignity  of  man  and  the  validity  of  his  spiritual  aspirations. 

"Generation  after  generation  of  its  citizens  have  labored  to 
realize  the  vision  of  its  founder,  Roger  Williams,  and  in  their 
efforts  they  have  displayed  the  same  qualities  of  courage,  patience, 
persistency  and  self-sacrifice  which  he  himself  displayed. 

"Rhode  Island  has  consistently  welcomed  into  its  midst  men 
and  women  of  foreign  birth  and  of  foreign  ancestry  who  as  indi¬ 
viduals  and  as  groups  quickly  captured  the  spirit  of  its  institutions 
and  have  done  their  part  in  perpetuating  its  traditions.  They  have 
by  their  very  lives  proved  that  foreigners  are  not  aliens;  and  that 
one’s  claims  to  Rhode  Islandism,  just  as  one’s  claims  to  Americanism, 
are  to  be  gauged  by  one’s  attitude  of  mind  rather  than  by  the 
composition  of  one’s  blood  stream  or  the  locality  of  one’s  birthplace. 
The  mere  fact  that  one  lives  in  Rhode  Island  or  exercises  the  suff¬ 
rage  in  Rhode  Island,  does  not  make  him  a  true  Rhode  Islander. 
To  be  such,  he  must  be  sympathetic  with  the  ideals  for  which  Rhode 
Island  stands. 

"These  ideals  are  religious  freedom,  social  solidarity,  political 
equality,  economic  justice  and  rugged  individualism,  conditioned, 
however,  by  the  exigencies  of  the  general  welfare.  Those  who  in 
their  inner  thoughts  or  spoken  words  reflect  the  spirit  of  religious 
bigotry,  racial  prejudice  or  class  hatred,  are  in  very  truth  aliens  to 
the  genius  of  the  institutions  of  Rhode  Island  and  of  America.  The 
record  of  their  thoughts  and  of  their  actions  constitute  the  dark 
pages  in  our  otherwise  brilliant  and  inspirational  history. 

"Education  has  been  defined  as  the  science  of  ideals  and  the 
science  which  concerns  itself  with  proper  attitudes  of  mind  and 
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of  heart  either  toward  the  three  great  realities:  Humanity  and  God, 
or  what  amounts  to  the  same;  toward  the  three  great  aspects  of 
being:  Truth,  Beauty  and  Goodness.  Knowledge  of  the  three,  love 
of  the  beautiful  and  performance  of  the  good  are  as  it  were,  the 
framework  of  the  structure  into  which  all  education  must  fit. 

"Rhode  Island  educators  at  all  times  endeavor  to  erect  that 
framework.  But  during  the  past  year  they  have  signalled  out  the 
notable  personages  and  events  in  our  State  history  that  were  cal¬ 
culated  to  fit  into  that  framework  and  to  present  the  ideals  of 
Rhode  Island  democracy  as  consonant  with  and  illustrative  of 
the  basic  educational  ideals. 

"They  have  taught  their  pupils  that  Rhode  Islandism  is  the 
expression  of  lofty  ideals  and  noble  purposes;  that  it  is  a  philosophy 
of  government  and  of  life  which  has  proven  its  value  over  a  period 
of  three  hundred  years  and  that  it  is  a  heritage  which  it  is  our 
privilege  to  enjoy  and  a  duty  to  preserve. 

"And  however  much  or  however  little  has  been  accomplished 
in  other  respects,  if  you,  the  pupils  of  our  public  and  parochial 
schools,  the  future  controllers  of  the  destiny  of  this  State,  the  spes 
patriae,  the  hope  of  this  country,  shall  have  learned  to  know  and 
to  love  Rhode  Islandism,  the  Tercentenary  celebration  will  have 
accomplished  its  principal  purpose.” 

The  closing  address  by  this  trio  of  distinguished  speakers,  was 
made  by  Governor  Theodore  Francis  Green,  on  "Roger  Williams”: 

"Girls  and  Boys  of  our  Rhode  Island  Schools: 

"Have  you  ever  waded  through  deep,  unbroken  snow?  It  may 
be  that  once-in-awhile  some  of  you  have  decided  to  be  minor 
explorers  through  the  unbroken  fields  of  winter.  If  some  of  you 
ever  have,  you  do  not  need  to  be  told  that  the  process  of  breaking 
a  way  through  ice  and  drifts  is  one  of  the  most  laborious  ways  of 
walking  known  to  man!  You  have  to  lift  your  feet  high.  You  have 
to  push  ahead  with  all  your  leg  force.  Altogether,  a  brief  walk  of 
this  sort  seems  to  equal  a  hard  and  steep  climb  that  gives  you  no 
let-up. 

"Well,  that  was  the  kind  of  walking  that  Roger  Williams  did 
when  he  came  down,  an  exile  to  Rhode  Island  from  the  Bay  Col¬ 
ony.  We  all  know  the  history-book  fact  that  Williams  was  too 
liberal  for  the  tastes  of  the  Massachusetts  bigwigs,  and  that  he 
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was  driven  out  to  find  a  home  for  himself  and  a  few  friends  else¬ 
where.  But  do  we  stop  to  think  what  it  was  like?  Over  hills  and 
through  fields  deep  with  winter  he  had  to  make  his  lonely  and 
difficult  way.  Much  of  his  route  led  through  unbroken,  dense 
forest-land.  Through  cold  and  storm,  Williams  waded  his  way  to 
freedom. 

"There  was  practically  nothing  to  help  him.  He  always  got 
on  well  with  Indians,  and  there  were  some  of  them  who  gave  him 
temporary  shelter.  But  Williams  himself,  much  as  he  honored  the 
red  man,  had  to  allow  that  their  wigwams  were  "filthy  smoke 
holes,”  and  we  may  guess  that  his  plodding  in  the  open  air  was 
more  agreeable  than  his  resting  in  the  Indian  huts. 

"I  say  there  was  practically  nothing  to  help  Roger  Williams. 
In  a  larger  sense  there  was  a  great  deal  to  help  him.  He  had,  first, 
remarkable  strength  of  character.  He  had,  second,  no  less  remark¬ 
able  strength  of  body.  Those  are  his  qualities  that  I  should  like  to 
impress  upon  you  this  afternoon.  Too  often  we  all  have  the  vaguest 
kind  of  ideas  about  the  great  men  of  the  past.  Roger  Williams,  for 
example,  is  a  name  often  referred  to  in  public  addresses;  often 
referred  to  in  your  classrooms.  He  is  a  statue  in  Roger  Williams 
Park. 

"Let  us  think  of  him,  for  a  few  moments,  as  a  flesh-and-blood 
man  who  breathed  this  same  air,  who  saw  these  same  hills  and 
who  walked  some  of  the  streets  we  walk.  He  was  a  real  human 
being  and  not  a  kind  of  remote  legend.  It  is  his  thought  that  sur¬ 
vives  and  that  is  most  important.  But  let  us  remember  that  he  had 
muscles  as  well,  and  that  it  was  a  very  human  person  who  thought 
those  thoughts. 

"Williams  was  not  simply  an  inspired  leader  who  spoke  and 
stood  by  while  men  did  his  bidding.  He  was  the  most  co-operative 
of  men,  and  when  there  was  work  to  do  he  was  there  to  do  his 
share  of  it.  He  was  a  learned  man.  He  wrote  books  and  pamphlets. 
He  preached  sermons.  But  he  did  other  things  too.  His  hand  was 
used  to  the  pen  and  the  paper,  and  it  was  scarcely  less  used  to  the 
hoe  and  the  ax. 

"When  Williams  and  his  few  friends  began  their  settlement 
here  there  was  stone  to  be  broken  and  hauled,  there  were  trees  to 
be  felled  and  cut,  beams  to  be  made  and  houses  to  be  built.  There 
were  crops  to  be  sown,  tended  and  harvested.  All  the  community 
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had  a  share  in  these  things,  and  Williams  performed  at  least  his 
share.  Not  only  was  he  respected  as  a  man  of  work,  capable  as  other 
men,  he  even  became  noted  for  at  least  one  extraordinary  feat. 
That  was  his  row-boat  trip  to  Newport  and  back  to  Providence. 
By  himself,  on  an  important  errand  not  to  be  delayed,  Williams 
rowed  down  the  Bay,  accomplished  his  business  and  rowed  imme¬ 
diately  back.  I  wager  that  if  we  could  all  set  out  this  afternoon, 
each  of  us  rowing  his  own  boat,  to  do  just  that  same  thing,  we 
would  arrive  back  in  Providence — if  we  did  arrive  back — with  an 
even  more  profound  respect  for  Roger  Williams  than  we  have 
ever  had. 

"But  behind  a  man  with  that  kind  of  physical  strength  there 
must  be  a  man  of  character,  if  he  is  to  be  worth  more  than  passing 
attention.  Brawn  all  by  itself  is  a  very  uninteresting  quality,  and 
we  know  that  a  good  part  of  Williams’  so-called  strength  came 
from  the  driving  power  of  his  mind  and  his  emotions. 

There  was  one  quality  of  outstanding  importance  about  Roger 
Williams.  It  was  illustrated  in  his  development  of  the  colony  here. 
When  he  acquired  his  own  settlement,  he  did  not  repeat  the  errors 
of  other  exiles.  He  really  accomplished  the  setting-up  of  a  liberal, 
tolerant  community.  Here  people  could  come  and  live  as  their 
consciences  dictated,  and  not  as  a  governmental  or  religious  body 
dictated.  So  they  did  come:  Dissenters,  Quakers,  Jews  and  others. 
They  found  differences  of  opinion  here;  they  brought  differences 
of  opinion  with  them.  But  the  one  thing  they  never  found  here  was 
punishment  for  differences  of  opinion. 

Williams  was  one  of  the  topflight  great  men  in  the  early  history 
of  America.  The  Colony  he  founded  was  not  just  another  settle¬ 
ment.  Problems  of  Church  and  State,  interests  of  business  and  com¬ 
merce  inspired  all  the  other  American  Colonies;  but  Rhode  Island 
was  a  Utopian  establishment,  founded  for  no  other  reason  than  the 
purpose  of  forming  a  goodly  community  where  people  of  all  sorts 
might  together  flourish  and  prosper.  The  principles  stated  in 
Williams’  creed  embraced  freedom  in  civil  and  religious  thought, 
equal  rights  in  government,  the  democratic  power  of  the  people 
both  to  conduct  their  own  affairs  and  to  change  their  existant  state 
if  they  so  chose.  Those  are  the  fundamental  principles  of  our 
American  democracy.  They  have  never  been  more  fully  stated  by 
any  other  man.  They  have  never  been  so  fully  lived  in  fact  by  any 
other  political  leader. 


•  156  • 


The  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  1636-1936 


Girls  and  Boys  of  Rhode  Island!  I  know  that  throughout  this 
Tercentenary  celebration  you,  with  your  teachers’  help,  have  been 
working  hard  to  recall  to  mind  the  ideals  and  ideas  of  Roger 
Williams.  As  Governor  of  the  State  I  want  to  thank  you  heartily 
for  all  you  have  done.  I  know  that  as  future  citizens  you  will  seek 
to  keep  these  ideals  and  ideas  alive. 

On  our  upward  climb  of  social  progress  do  not  look  back  at 
Roger  Williams!  Look  forward  not  backward!  Look  upward  not 
downward !  There  he  is  still  ahead  of  us  and  above  us,  ready  to  lead 
us  on. 

A  pageant,  "Freedom:  Scenes  From  the  History  of  Three  Cen¬ 
turies  in  Rhode  Island”,  was  then  given  by  students  of  the  Rhode 
Island  College  of  Education.  Written  by  Prof.  Adelaide  Patterson 
of  the  Rhode  Island  College  of  Education,  it  was  presented  by  a 
group  in  costume,  most  effectively,  a  picturesque  exposition  of 
Rhode  Island  principles. 

The  Tercentenary  ended  with  the  singing  of  "America”  by  the 
entire  assemblage,  accompanied  by  the  brilliantly  uniformed  and 
well  trained  school  band. 
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TNDER  House  Resolution  507,  adopted  at  the  special 

May  Session,  193  5:  "To  plan,  prepare,  supervise  and 
carry  out  a  suitable  .  .  .  observance  of  the  three  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  founding  and  settlement  of  this  State 
by  Roger  Williams,”  the  Commission  had  an  appropriation 
of  $30,000. 

Under  House  Resolution  847,  adopted  at  the  January 
Session,  1936,  approved  May  1,  1936  "  . . .  for  the  purpose 
of  assisting  in  .  .  .  entertainment  ...  of  Governors  of 
States  and  Federal  and  State  officials  who  will  visit  Rhode 
Island  during  the  Tercentenary  celebration,”  the  Com¬ 
mission  had  an  appropriation  of  $10,000,  disbursed  on 
approval  "by  the  majority  of  said  Commission  and  by  His 
Excellency,  the  Governor.” 

At  the  close  of  its  service,  which  through  late  under¬ 
takings  and  delayed  deliveries  due  to  industrial  unrest  did 
not  end  until  late  in  April,  1937,  the  Commission  returned 
to  the  State  Treasury  a  very  substantial  proportion  of 
each  appropriation. 
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